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Summary 


FOR    EXTENDING  BUSINESS. 

Try  an  advertisement  in  our  Colonial  Issue. 
It  will  tap  new  fields  for  enterprise.    Namely — 
The  best  buyers  of  druggists'  goods  in  Greater  Britain ; 
Also  in  Egypt,  China,  and  Japan. 

The  date  is  Saturday,  April  28,  but  the  Publisher  cannot  receive 
orders  for  it  after  Wednesday,  April  25. 
Note—  This  circulation  will  be  in  addition  to  the  ordinary 
week-by-week  circulation  of  the  C.  &  D.  (the  best  of  its  kind), 
and  the  advertisement-rates  will  not  be  advanced. 


A  Few  more  drug-contracts  have  been  settled  (p.  644). 

Solution  of  Potassium  Cyanide  is  the  latest  Australian 
rabbiticide  (p.  648). 

Mr.  Cross's  probable  eventualities  of  pharmaceutical  energy 
figure  in  a  poem  on  p.  649. 

Several  Council-candidates  communicate  their  views,  which 
are  printed  on  pp.  651-652. 

New  Facts  in  regard  to  papain  are  amongst  the  items  in  the 
Scientific  Progress  column  (p.  663). 

The  portrait  of  the  late  Mr.  Jolm  Hugill  and  some  biographical 
notes  are  printed  in  our  obituary  section  (p.  653). 

In  the  Students'  Corner  this  week  we  commence  a  series  of 
articles  on  practical  vegetable  histology  (p.  655). 

The  provisional  programme  of  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Society 
of  Chemical  Industry  in  London  is  given  on  p.  644. 

Xrayser  has  something  to  say  about  the  Council-election  and 
the  costive  views  of  retiring  councillors  (p.  657). 

Correspondents  complain  that  Preliminary  candidates  last 
week  had  to  know  all  about  pipes  of  wine  (p.  670). 

We  give  a  preliminary  note  on  p.  662  regarding  the  Paris 
Exhibition  and  the  chemical  exhibits  in  it  (p.  663). 

Our  Yokohama  Correspondent's  letter  contains  special  in- 
formation on  camphor,  ginger,  iodine,  and  menthol  (p.  674). 

The  Names  of  those  who  have  passed  the  druggists'  and  phar- 
maceutical examinations  in  Ireland  this  month  are  printed  on 
page  645. 

Professor  Gustave  Planchon,  director  of  the  Paris  School  of 
Pharmacy,  died  last  week,  and  a  notice  of  his  career  is  given  on 
p.  654. 

Alum  Baking-powder  is  attracting  public  analysts  all  over  the 
country,  and  camphorated  oil  made  with  mineral  oil  continues  to 
be  spotted  (p.  667). 

The  Division  of  the  Minor  was  discussed  by  Edinburgh 
chemists'  assistants  last  week,  and  it  was  agreed  by  2  to  1  that  it 
is  desirable  (p.  666). 

Sweet  Things  are  most  hungered  after  by  our  soldiers  in  the 
South.  In  Ladysmith  they  used  Mother  Winslow  and  things  of 
that  kind  with  their  tea  (p.  650). 

The  new  regulations  for  the  Naval  Hospital  dispenserships 
have  been  published,  two  additional  appointments  being  instituted, 
and  the  salaries  raised  considerably  (p.  650). 

The  Botany  of  the  Bible  is  the  subject  of  a  paper  by  Mr. 
Eidley,  President  of  the  Newcastle-on-Tyne  Chemists'  Associa- 
tion, which  is  summarised  on  p.  665. 

A  Posthumous  Paper  on  "  The  Stereochemistry  of  Citral,"  by 
the  late  Professor  Tiemann,  has  been  communicated  to  the 
German  Chemical  Society  (p.  660). 

The  Council  Electon  brings  letters  from  Mr.  James  Eeid, 
Mr.  John  Smith  (of  Liverpool',  and  Mr.  Keen  (of  Penzance), 
the  need  for  reform  being  advocated  (p.  669). 

Mr.  Barnard  Proctor  recalls  the  fact  that  forty  years  ago  he 
published  particulars  of  the  experiments  which  Mr.  Newth 
described  as  new  at  the  Chemical  Society's  last  meeting  (p.  669). 

The  English  Creditors  of  the  Charles  A.  Vogeler  Company 
had  a  proposal  submitted  to  them  by  the  American  solicitor  of  the 
Company,  who  promises  a  dividend  of  14s.  in  the  pound  (p.  668). 

The  last  meeting  of  the  North  British  Branch  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  is  reported  on  p.  664.  Dispensing  notes  and 
papers  on  the  presence  of  copper  in  nux-vomica  preparations  and 
on  quinine  acetate  were  communicated  and  discussed. 

Cannabis  Indica  and  quinine  are  the  most  interesting  items  in 
this  week's  markets.  It  is  reported  that  an  export-duty  of  2s. 
per  lb.  has  been  placed  upon  the  former  drug,  but  the  India  Office 
knows  nothing  about  it.    The  markets  generally  are  quiet  (p.  673). 

In  an  Editorial  Note  we  show  how  few  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  constitution  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  during 
the  past  twenty  years,  and  how  necessary  it  is  for  the  electors 
to  exert  themselves  if  they  want  new  blood  infused  into  it 
(p.  658). 

Our  War  Notes  are  exceptionally  interesting.  They  begin 
with  a  message  from  Mafeking,  telling  the  pharmaceutical  condi- 
tion at  the  end  of  March  ;  then  follow  letters  from  a  C.I.V.  man, 
and  an  illustrated  letter  from  a  Ladysmith  chemist,  who  was  in 
the  town  during  the  siege  (p.  650). 
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Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

The  annual  general  meeting  is  to  be  held  in  London 
on  July  18-20,  under  the  presidency  of  Professor  C.  F. 
Chandler,  M.A.,  M.D.,  of  New  York.  The  general  meeting 
and  delivery  of  the  President's  address  will  take  place  at  the 
Royal  Institution,  Albemarle  Street,  W.,  on  Wednesday, 
July  18,  after  which  the  Davy-Faraday  relics,  the  Spottis- 
woode  physical-apparatus  bequest,  and  the  Davy-Faraday 
research-laboratories  will  be  inspected,  and  on  the  same 
day  there  will  be  visits  to  the  Government  laboratories, 
to  Messrs.  Powell's  art  glassworks,  Whitefriars,  and  the 
printing-offices  of  Messrs.  George  Newnes  &  Co.,  and  of 
the  Daily  Mail.  The  annual  dinner  will  be  held  in  the 
evening  in  the  Hotel  Cecil.  Thursday.  July  19,  will  be 
devoted  to  visits  to  works  and  the  Royal  Mint.  In  the 
evening  there  will  be  a  reception  by  the  Lord  Mayor  at  the 
Mansion  House,  and  on  Friday,  July  20,  a  visit  to  Oxford  has 
been  arranged  for.  The  excursion  to  Paris  starts  on  Satur- 
day, July  21.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  special 
first-class  saloon  train  (starting  in  the  forenoon),  steamer, 
and  special  train  to  Paris,  with  similar  provision  for  the 
return  journey,  and  seven  days'  hotel  accommodation  in 
Paris  for  a  very  moderate  inclusive  amount.  The  Inter- 
national Congress  of  Applied  Chemistry,  of  which  M. 
Berthelot  is  Hon.  President  and  Professor  Moissan  President, 
will  assemble  in  Paris  on  Monday,  July  23,  and  the  Council 
of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry  has  been  invited  to  par- 
ticipate. 

A  Property  Sale. 

The  freehold  property  in  Lowther  Street  and  English 
Street,  Carlisle,  of  the  late  Mr.  Andrew  Thompson,  chemist, 
was  offered  for  public  auction  on  April  10.  The  bidding  for 
the  shop  which  Mr.  Thompson  occupied  in  English  Street 
went  up  to  5,800/.,  but  the  reserve  was  declared  at  6,000/. 
and  the  lot  withdrawn.  The  late  Mr.  Thompson's  residence 
and  a  temperance  hotel  adjoining  were  sold  together  for 
3,750/. 

Drug-contracts. 

The  Kettering  Urban  Council  has  accepted  Mr.  H.  Cox's 
tender  for  chloride  of  lime  at  9s.  6^  per  cwt. 

The  Governors  of  Macclesfield  Infirmary  have  accepted  the 
following  tenders  for  the  ensuing  quarter  : — Drugs  (whole- 
sale), Messrs.  Gale  &  Co.,  (retail)  Mr.  F.  Hill ;  surgical 
instruments,  Messrs.  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Thompson  and  Messrs. 
Weiss  &  Son,  London  ;  soda  water,  Mr.  T.  H.  Duncalf. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Metropolitan  Asylums  Board  on 
April  7  the  Contract  Committee  reported  that  they  had 
arranged  with  Messrs.  John  Bell  &  Co.,  of  225  Oxford  Street, 
W.,  to  undertake  the  revision  of  the  schedule  attached  to 
the  contract  for  the  supply  of  drugs  and  druggists'  sundries 
to  the  institutions  of  the  Board.  The  present  contract 
for  drugs  expired  on  March  31,  and  as  the  revision  would 
occupy  some  time  they  had  asked  Messrs.  Baiss  Brothers  & 
Stevenson  whether  they  would  be  prepared  to  continue 
supplies  for  a  further  period  of  three  months  on  the  same 
terms  and  conditions  as  their  present  contract.  The  firm  had 
replied  that  they  were  unable  to  do  so,  in  consequence  of 
the  advance  in  prices,  but  that  they  were  prepared  to  make 
supplies  at  a  discount  of  37g  per  cent,  off  the  prices  quoted 
in  the  manager's  schedule.  Messrs.  Baiss  Brothers  &  Steven- 
son's present  rate  of  discount  was  48  per  cent.,  and  the 
committee  recommended  that  the  offer  on  these  terms  be 
accepted  for  a  period  of  three  months  from  April  1,  1900. 

Surgical  Dressings  Condemned. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Fulham  Board  of  Guardians  on 
April  12,  a  recommendation  of  one  of  the  committees  to  the 
following  effect  was  adopted  : — 

That  having  regard  to  the  result  of  an  analysis  of  mercuric- 
chloride  gauze  and  wool  as  supplied  to  the  infirmary,  by  which 
it  appears  that  no  trace  of  any  mercuric  chloride  can  be  found  in 
either  gauze  or  wool,  the  Guardians  decline  to  pay  the  account, 


aud  request  the  firm  to  remove  the  remaining  stock  of  gauze  and 
wool  from  the  infirmary,  and  submit  an  amended  account  for 
payment.  \ 

Economising. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Derby  Board  of  Guardians  on  April  10 
the  dispenser,  in  his  report  on  the  cost  of  outdoor  medicines 
and  drugs,  stated  that  during  the  nine  months  in  which  the 
drugs  had  been  obtained  under  contract  the  cost  of  drugs 
j  had  been  reduced  by  55/.  12*-.  5(/.,  although  the  prescriptions 
j  dispensed  during  that  period  numbered  663  more.  Several 
I  members  expressed  satisfaction  at  these  results. 

Notes  from  Birmingham. 

Glowing  accounts  are  received  on  all  sides  that  the  trade 
I  is  flourishing  amongst  the  wholesalers  and  the  retailers, 
which  means  great  prosperity  in  such  centres  as  the  hard- 
j  ware  metropolis. 

Limited  companies  in  the  Midlands  are  moving  along,  in 
j  spite   of  the  serious  competition   and  multiplication  of 
branches  which  prevail  in  that  district.    Messrs.  Magors 
has  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  fresh  directorate. 

The  Midland  Apothecaries'  Company  are  having  extensive 
alterations  at  their  shop  in  the  High  Street,  Birmingham, 
and  amongst  their  recent  acquisitions  is  a  west  suburban 
business  bearing  a  time-honoured  name.  The  well-known 
Bull  Street  firm  are  extending  their  borders,  and  it  is  said 
that  they  are  negotiating  for  extensive  premises  not  many 
yards  from  St.  Martin's  Church,  of  which  Mr.  Jones  is  the 
churchwarden. 

Mr.  R.  Lord  Gifford,  the  militant  pharmaceutical  politician, 
has  had  experience  in  first-class  pharmacy,  although  perhaps 
the  district  in  which  he  now  resides  is  more  congenial  to 
his  tastes.  He  spent  some  time  in  the  pharmacy  of  Schacht 
&  Towerzey,  Clifton,  as  their  dispenser,  and  there  gained 
much  experience  and,  certainly,  as  events  showed,  a  desire 
to  obtain  the  higher  title  of  pharmaceutical  chemist. 

Fires. 

On  April  12,  lire  broke  out  in  the  establishment  of  Mr. 
G.  P.  Fairman,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Vine  Place,  Sunder- 
land. The  outbreak  occurred  on  tke  top  floor  of  the 
premises,  where  a  quantity  of  dry  goods  was  stored,  and 
damage  estimated  at  100/.  was  done  before  its  subjugation 
was  accomplished. 

A  slight  lire  occurred  on  April  13,  caused  by  the  concen- 
tration of  the  sun's  rays  through  a  glass  carboy  setting  fire 
to  the  window-blind  in  the  shop  of  Messrs.  Wray  &  Thomp- 
son, chemists,  Malton.  A  neighbouring  shopkeeper  smashed 
a  glass  panel  in  the  door,  got  into  the  shop,  and  put  out  the 
flames  just  in  time  to  save  a  serious  conflagration. 

A  disastrous  fire  occurred  on  April  13,  in  Gracechurch 
Lane,  Leadenhall  Street,  E.C,  which  gutted  two  warehouses 
of  five  floors,  one  occupied  by  Messrs.  Sparks,  Treharne  &  Co., 
wholesale  druggists,  and  the  other  untenanted.  When  dis- 
covered, about  5  o'clock  in  the  morning,  the  flames  seemed 
to  have  obtained  a  strong  hold,  and,  fed  by  the  inflam- 
mable material  in  Messrs  Sparks,  Treharne  &  Co.'s  premises, 
spread  with  great  rapidity.  Over  a  hundred  firemen  were 
engaged,  and  the  flames  were  ultimately  subdued  after  about 
an  hour's  work. 

The  Coroner  and  the  Sale  of  Poisons. 
At  an  inquiry  held  at  Monkwearmouth  on  April  12  into 
the  death  of  Thomas  Maskell  (41),  miner,  the  evidence 
showed  that  deceased  drank  carbolic  acid  from  a  beer-bottle 
in  mistake  for  beer.  A  juror  said  it  was  a  most  ridiculous 
thing  to  sell  carbolic  acid  in  a  beer-bottle,  while  another 
juror  thought  a  recommendation  should  be  sent  to  the 
proper  quarter,  urging  that  carbolic  acid  should  be  a 
scheduled  poison.  The  Coroner  said  there  was  no  law 
against  the  selling  of  carbolic  acid  in  a  beer-bottle.  In  the 
case  under  notice  the  bottle  was  not  even  labelled,  and  it 
was  an  ordinary  stout-bottle.  In  regard  to  sending  a 
recommendation  to  the  House  of  Commons,  it  would  be 
simply  labour  thrown  away.  He  was  sick  and  tired  of 
sending  recommendations  on  the  point.  The  Sale  of  Poisons 
Act  was  not  worth  the  paper  it  was  printed  upon,  in  his 
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opinion,  because  it  closed  the  door  to  certain  poisons  and 
opened  it  to  others  equally  deadly.  He  was  rather  of 
opinion  that  "  the  law  is  a  hass,"  because  it  was  so  full  of 
anomalies.    There  were  loopholes  for  everything. 

Poisons  in  Doctors'  Surgeries. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  April  11  at  the  Liverpool  Coroner's 
Court  on  the  body  of  Edith  Morris  (16),  a  domestic  servant, 
lately  in  the  service  of  Dr.  Leitch,  Crown  Street.  The 
evidence  was  to  the  effect  that  the  deceased  girl,  having 
been  given  notice  to  leave,  went  to  her  bedroom,  and  some 
time  afterwards  was  found  lying  on  the  bed  unconscious, 
with  a  glass  which  had  contained  chlorodyne  beside  her. 
She  was  removed  to  the  Royal  Infirmary,  where  she  died. 
Dr.  Leitch  said  the  girl  must  have  taken  the  poison  from  his 
surgery.  The  Coroner  commented  on  the  fact  that  dangerous 
drugs  were  left  in  the  surgery,  within  the  reach  of  any- 
one in  the  house,  and  suggested  that  the  bottles  might 
be  placed  under  lock  and  key  in  a  cupboard  or  glass 
case.  The  jury,  in  returning  a  verdict  of  suicide  while 
temporarily  insane,  thought  the  suggestion  of  the  Coroner 
with  regard  to  keeping  poisons  under  lock  and  key  should  be 
adopted  by  all  medical  men  who  dispensed  medicines  at 
home. 

The  Bottle -cleaner's  Beverage. 

The  wife  of  a  Sheffield  labourer  named  Green  had  been  in 
the  habit  of  collecting  old  medicine-bottles,  cleaning  them 
with  spirit  of  salt,  and  afterwards  selling  them.  On  April  6 
she  drank  half  the  contents  of  a  bottle  containing  a  quantity 
of  spirit  of  salt,  and  died  two  days  afterwards. 

"Little  and  Often." 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Stamford  on  April  11,  on  the  body  of 
an  infant  named  Alice  Leonora  Boughton,  the  mother 
stated  that  the  child  was  about  twelve  months  old,  and  had 
been  delicate  from  birth.  It  had  been  seen  by  various  doctors, 
and  it  died  suddenly  after  getting  some  cough  -  mixture 
obtained  from  Mr.  Day,  herbalist.  The  grandmother  of 
deceased  deposed  that  she  went  to  Day,  the  herbalist,  and 
asked  for  twopennyworth  of  cough-mixture.  Witness  said 
it  was  for  a  child,  but  she  was  not  asked  the  age.  She  asked 
how  it  was  to  be  taken,  and  the  reply  was,  "  Little  and  often." 
Dr.  Walter  D.  Eddowes,  who  was  called  in  after  death,  was 
of  opinion  the  child  died  from  bronchitis  and  convulsions. 
He  considered  the  cough-mixture  in  the  house  was  not  a 
suitable  medicine  for  a  child.  It  contained,  among  other 
things,  paregoric,  which  would  check  expectoration.  He  saw 
nothing  to  lead  him  to  believe  the  child  died  from  any  other 
than  natural  causes.  The  Coroner  (Mr.  V.  G.  Stapleton),  in 
summing  up,  said  there  was  no  doubt  the  child  died  from 
natural  causes.  It  was  a  question  for  the  jury  to  decide  as 
to  whether  there  had  been  any  neglect.  The  Foreman  : 
Don't  you  think  we  ought  to  have  had  the  person  here  who 
supplied  the  mixture  1  We  might  have  told  him  to  put 
labels  on  his  bottles,  with  directions.  The  Coroner  suggested 
that  was  beyond  their  jurisdiction.  A  Juryman :  If  there 
was  any  fault,  serious  consequences  might  ensue.  The 
Coroner  :  It  might  be  a  matter  for  the  police  then.  The 
jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death  from  natural  causes,  and 
added  a  rider  censuring  the  mother  and  Day. 

Poison  in  the  Household. 

On  April  14  an  inquest  was  held  at  Chelsea  on  the  body  of 
a  child  named  Marchant,  aged  1  year  and  8  months.  The 
mother  had  been  using  phosphor-paste  to  kill  mice  and  left 
the  bottle  where  the  child  was  able  to  reach  it,  with  the 
result  that  it  swallowed  some  of  the  contents  and  died.  The 
jury  returned  a  verdict  of  death  from  misadventure,  and  the 
Coroner  reprimanded  the  mother  for  carelessness. 

Carbolic  Cases. 

A  Preston  shop-girl  named  Louisa  Bradley  was,  on 
April  10,  found  lying  dead  in  a  wood  with  an  empty  carbolic- 
acid  bottle  by  her  side. 

A  married  woman  named  Annie  Woodcock  drank  some 
carbolic  acid  which  she  had  obtained  from  a  chemist  at 
Ardwick,  Manchester,  for  destroying  beetles,  and  died. 

At  Bolton  on  April  17,  the  Borough  Coroner  held  inquiries 
into  two  cases  of  death  from  carbolic-acid  poisoning — one  a 


suicide  and  the  other  a  misadventure.  The  Coroner  said, 
like  other  coroners,  he  had  often  to  complajin  of  the  ease  with 
which  carbolic  acid  was  obtainable  under  existing  regula- 
tions. He  had  held  not  fewer  than  forty  inquests  on  deaths 
from  this  particular  poison. 

Window-smashing  is  Epidemic. 

On  April  5  a  pony  attached  to  a  car  backed  into  the  shop- 
window  of  Mr.  Major  Hill,  chemist,  Wisbech,  with  the  result 
that  the  large  plate  of  glass  was  smashed. 

William  Yetton,  who  on  four  occasions  has  deliberately 
broken  a  plate-glass  window  in  the  establishment  of  Messrs. 
Schacht,  Warner  &  Co.,  Fore  Street,  E.C.,  has  been  committed 
for  trial. 

At  Barnstaple  on  April  12  a  horse  attached  to  a  farmer's 
cart  ran  into  the  shop-window  of  Mr.  Marks,  chemist,  High 
Street,  smashing  the  plate  glass  and  destroying  a  small 
portion  of  the  stock. 

At  Derby  Police  Court  on  April  10  a  Nottingham  hawker 
named  Brown  was  fined  10s.  and  costs,  or  fourteen  days, 
for  damaging  a  window  at  the  shop  of  Messrs.  Clifton 
&  Dawson,  chemists,  Derby,  by  drawing  a  diamond  ring 
across  the  pane. 

At  the  Greenwich  Police  Court  on  April  17,  Wm.  Harrison 
was  charged  with  wilfully  breaking  a  plate-glass  window  at 
the  shop  of  Mr.  Ernest  Kempton,  chemist,  110  Blackheath 
Road,  Greenwich.  The  damage  done  was  reckoned  at  7.i.  6d. 
Prisoner  was  committed  for  twenty-eight  days'  hard  labour. 

Ether-explosion. 

A  large  bottle  containing  ether  exploded,  on  April  18,  at 
the  premises  of  Messrs.  Hinkley  &  Co.,  manufacturing- 
chemists,  Ray  Street,  E.C.  Several  workmen  were  knocked 
down  and  two  were  seriously  injured.  The  explosion  was 
followed  by  a  fire,  which  resulted  in  considerable  damage  to 
the  storeroom  and  to  the  shop  and  stock. 

Preying  on  Chemists. 

At  the  County  of  London  Sessions  on  April  18,  John  Dew- 
hurst,  clerk,  was  sentenced  to  six  months'  hard  labour  for 
stealing  a  bottle  of  perfume,  value  6s.  6d.,  from  the  shop  of 
Mr.  Richard  Stringer  Starkie, pharmaceutical  chemist,  Strand, 
W.C.  It  was  stated  that  Dewhurst  was  at  one  time  a 
chemist,  but  his  name  doest  not  appear  on  the  register  of 
chemists  and  druggists.  He  has  a  record  of  thirteen  convic- 
tions for  stealing  scent,  drugs,  and  embrocation  from  chemists' 
shops. 


3ri0b  Wem 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  candidates  who  passed 
at  the  recent  examinations  : — 

Pli armaceutical  Licence  Examination. — C.  McCann,  Chris- 
tina M.  Jessop,  D.  F.  Hegarty,  A.  Mawhinney,  G.  Wilson, 
W.  A.  Jones,  and  R.  G.  Green.    Eight  candidates  failed. 

Registered  Druggist  Examination  (Dublin).— H.  Harwood, 
J.  Hood,  and  M.  S.  Keane.    Two  candidates  failed. 

Registered  Druggist  Examination  (Belfast). — S.  Carson, 
J.  Dunlop,  Sara  D.  Gilmer,  J.  Moffet,  and  H*.  Todd.  Two 
candidates  failed. 

Pharmaceutical  Assistant. — James  Dale. 

Preliminary  Examination. — R.  B.  Lemon,  T.  Dunning, 
W.  McCaw,  W.  J.  McKane,  L.  J.  Wilkins,  H.  E.  Grimshaw, 
W.  Crymble,  R.  Dillon ;  T.  J.  Cleary,  M.  McCabe,  and  J.  J. 
O'Brien  (equal)  ;  J.  J.  Fitzgibbon  ;  T.  Horan  and  G.  H.  Wilson 
(equal). 

Drug-contracts. 

The  Ennis  Guardians,  on  the  advice  of  the  medical 
inspector,  are  to  readvertise  for  tenders  for  the  supply  of 
medical  requisites.  The  contract  had  been  given  to  the 
drug-contractors — Messrs.  Seymour— who  were  not  anxious 
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to  have  it,  and  who,  the  inspector  said,  did  not  carry  sufficient 
stock  of  requisites  to  satisfy  him. 

With  reference  to  the  drug-contract  given  by  the  Omagh 
(co.  Tyrone)  Guardians  to  Messrs.  Lyons  (f.  $  D.,  March  31, 
page  532),  the  L.G.B.  objected  as  it  was  not  the  lowest 
tender.  After  corresponding  with  the  firm  the  Clerk 
announced  at  the  meeting  of  the  Guardians  on  April  14  that 
Messrs.  Lyons  were  willing  to  increase  the  discount  to 
20  per  cent.  The  L.G.B.  are  to  be  informed  of  this.  At 
the  same  meeting  a  letter  was  read  from  Messrs.  Leslie, 
Dublin,  complaining  of  a  remark  by  a  Guardian  that  they 
were  influencing  the  L.G.B.  in  the  matter.  Messrs.  Leslie 
state  that  they  have  not  had  any  communication  with  the 
L.G.B.  either  in  writing  or  verbally. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Claremorris  Board  of  Guardians 
twelve  tenders  were  received  for  the  supply  of  medicines. 
They  were  submitted  to  Dr.  Green  and  Dr.  Maguire  for 
examination,  who  reported  that  the  Apothecaries'  Hall 
offered  the  largest  percentage— 12j  per  cent,  off ;  Mr. 
Hartnett,  Castlerea,  was  next  lowest,  at  12  off;  and  Mr. 
White,  Sligo,  was  third.  The  majority  of  the  others  only 
offered  3  per  cent.,  this  being  the  percentage  offered  by 
Messrs.  Clarke,  whose  offer  was  accepted  last  year  at  50  per 
cent.  The  only  tender  for  surgical  appliances  was  from 
Smith  &  Sheppard,  at  7|  per  cent.  off.  The  Chairman  said 
the  Apothecaries'  Hall  was  a  most  respectable  firm,  and  so 
also  were  Smith  &  Sheppard.  Mr.  Delaney  thought  where 
there  was  so  little  difference  between  the  Apothecaries'  Hall 
and  the  local  tender  the  latter  ought  to  get  the  contract. 
After  a  discussion,  the  lowest  tenders  were  accepted. 

The  Dispenser's  Salary. 

The  L.G.B.  will  not  sanction  the  appointment  of  Mr- 
Martin  as  dispenser  to  the  Terenure.  Rathfarnhani,  and 
Crumlin  district  at  a  salary  of  100/.  The  Board  consider 
80/.  sufficient.  The  Guardians  are  asking  that  the  decision 
be  reconsidered. 

Dispenserships  "Vacant. 

The  dispenser  to  Athy  Union  (Mr.  F.  J.  Minchin)  is  re- 
signing his  position. 

Applications  for  the  position  of  dispenser  for  No.  1  East 
Dispensary  of  the  North  Dublin  Union  are  being  advertised 
for. 

An  Analytical  Muddle. 

The  Ennis  Guardians  had  before  them  at  their  last  meet- 
ing the  matter  of  drug-analysis.  Sir  Chas.  Cameron, 
analyst  to  the  Union,  had  reported  that  some  drugs  were 
defective,  and  the  Union  officials,  in  error,  attributed  the 
source  of  the  drugs  to  Messrs.  Leslie,  Dublin.  The  medical 
officer  now  reported  that  the  drugs  were  not  Messrs.  Leslie's, 
and  that  he  told  the  Clerk  and  Assistant-Clerk  so  at  the  time 
the  analytical  report  was  received.  Sir  A.  McCullagh, 
medical  inspector  of  the  L.G.B.,  in  reply  to  a  Guardian,  said 
Messrs.  Leslie  were  naturally  annoyed  at  a  drug  being 
declared  theirs  which  had  not  being  supplied  by  them  at  all. 
It  struck  him  that  it  was  not  fair  to  the  contractor  to  send  a 
drug  for  analysis  which  had  laid  in  the  dispensary  three  or 
four  months.  The  Clerk  was  oventually  instructed  to  write 
to  Messrs.  Leslie  and  explain  that  a  mistake  had  been  made 
in  attributing  the  defective  drugs  to  them. 

Warm  Irish  Hearts. 

The  fire  on  the  premises  of  Mr.  Garty,  chemist,  Charles* 
ville,  co.  Cork,  reported  in  the  C.  %  D.,  March  10,  page  402, 
resulted  in  such  a  loss  to  Mr.  Garty,  owing  to  the  premises 
not  being  insured,  that  the  townspeople  raised  a  subscription 
on  his  behalf.  Mr.  Garty,  in  a  letter  to  the  local  paper, 
gratefully  acknowledges  this  unexpected  and  much-appre- 
ciated act  of  generosity. 

The  Late  Mr.  E.  J.  Downes. 

The  late  Mr.  Downes  was  born  in  the  early  forties,  and 
was  educated  in  King  Charles's  Hospital,  Dublin,  known 
locally  as  the  Blue  Coat  Schools,  which  he  left  to  serve  an 
apprenticeship  of  seven  years  to  Mr.  William  F.  Wells,  sen 
He  then  became  assistant  in  Messrs.  Hozte  i:  Son's  phar- 
macy, Lower  Sackville  Street,  and  ultimately  succeeded  Mr 


G.  H.  Grindley  in  Messrs.  Brooks  &  Co.'s,  Lower  Baggot 
Street,  subsequently  taking  over  the  business.  Of  his  career 
in  connection  with  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  we  have 
already  spoken.  Mr.  Downes  was  a  member  of  the  Church 
of  Ireland,  and  for  many  years  formed  a  unit  of  the  con- 
gregation of  Leeson  Park,  of  which  parish  he  acted  as  a 
select  vestryman.  As  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order  Mr. 
Downes  was  not  less  known.  He  was  initiated  into  Lodsrc 
245,  Dublin,  and  was  also  connected  with  Lodge  748,  Wick- 
low.  He  was  a  P.M.,  and  also  Registrar  of  R.A.C.  245.  He 
was  a  Knight  Templar  and  member  of  Preceptory  245,  in 
which  he  held  office  at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  1899  lie 
was  elected  Grand  Inner  Guard  of  the  Provincial  Grand 
Lodge  of  Wicklow  and  Wexford.  Whether  in  pharmacy, 
Masonry,  or  Church  matters,  or  indeed  anything  he  took  in 
hand,  he  believed  in  doing  well,  and  threw  his  whole  heart 
into  the  work.  He  leaves  a  widow  and  one  daughter  to 
mourn  his  loss. 

Scotch  mem 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 

New  LL.D.'s. 

At  the  Graduation  Ceremonial  of  the  University  of  Edin- 
burgh on  April  14,  Dr.  C.  D.  F.  Phillips  had  the  honorary 
degree  of  LL.D.  conferred  upon  him.  Professor  Sir  Ludovic 
Grant,  in  presenting  Dr.  Phillips  for  the  degree,  said  he  had 
held  a  foremost  place  among  living  scientific  pharmaco- 
logists. For  many  years  he  had  acted  with  great  acceptance 
as  lecturer  on  therapeutics  in  the  Westminster  Hospital, 
London,  and  he  had  held  the  office  of  examiner  in  this 
subject  in  Edinburgh  and  Glasgow  Universities.  He  had 
prosecuted  important  researches  in  the  physiological  and 
therapeutical  action  of  many  organic  and  inorganic  substances, 
of  which,  perhaps,  the  most  noteworthy  were  those  relating 
to  the  influence  of  certain  drugs  upon  the  circulation  and 
upon  renal  secretions.  The  same  degree  was  conferred  on 
Professor  Anderson  Stuart,  M.D.,  of  Sydney,  N.S.W.,  whose 
name  is  still  on  the  register  of  chemists  and  druggists,  and 
upon  Miss  Eleanor  A.  Ormerod,  who  is  the  first  honorary 
lady  graduate  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 

Sir  D.  Maclagan's  Will. 

The  holograph  will  of  the  late  Sir  Douglas  Maclagan  is  a 
characteristic  document.  It  is  in  the  shape  of  a  letter  to 
his  son,  and  begins  by  saying,  "  I  shall  not  trouble  you  witli 
a  large  estate  to  divide.  I  have  never  had  any  desire  to 
accumulate  money."  He  thereafter  requests,  among  other 
things,  that  his  natural-history  specimens  be  given  to 
Professor  Cossar  Ewart,  and  his  jade  snuff-box  is  bequeathed 
to  the  .'Esculapian  Club,  "in  remembrance  of  the  many 
happy  social  evenings  I  have  spent  in  the  ./Esculapian." 

The  Carriage  of  Nitric  Acid. 

Qn  April  13,  while  a  lorry,  containing,  amongst  other 
chemicals,  a  box  of  a  dozen  Winchesters  of  pure  nitric 
acid,  in  course  of  transit  from  Leith  Docks  to  the  warehouse 
of  a  leading  Edinburgh  wholesale  druggist,  was  proceeding 
along  Leith  Walk,  Edinburgh,  the  box  was  seen  to  be  on 
fire.  The  lorryman  threw  the  box  into  the  street  to  prevent 
the  fire  spreading  to  the  other  goods.  The  concussion 
increased  the  volume  of  fumes,  to  the  consternation  of  the 
passers-by,  and  an  industrious  policeman  made  matters 
worse  by  adding  a  quantity  of  water.  Eventually  the  per- 
sistent and  constant  application  of  water  was  effective,  and 
the  congestion  of  traffic  which  was  occasioned  in  the  street 
was  removed.  It  is  conjectured  that  one  of  the  Winchesters 
was  broken,  and  the  acid  by  friction  ignited  the  shavings 
used  in  packing  the  box. 

A  Chemist-radiographer. 

Mr.  Wm.  Ogston,  chemist,  Inverness,  r.ecently  took  a  skio- 
graph,  by  means  of  the  x  rays,  of  a  part  of  the  thigh  of  an 
Inverness  soldier,  who  was  hit  three  times  at  the  battle  of 
Magersfontein.  The  bullet  which  caused  the  thigh-wound 
is  still  embedded,  and  can  be  plainly  seen.    The  existence 
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of  the  bullet  in  the  upper  part  of  the  limb  causes  no  incon- 
venience— a  fact  that  will  render  an  attempt  to  remove  it 
unnecessary. 

Winding  up  the  Session. 
The  closing  meeting  of  the  Arbroath  Chemists'  Assistants 
Association  for  the  session  took  place  on  April  17,  Mr.  F.  W.  M. 
Bennet  in  the  chair.  Mr.  Andrew  Naysmith,  who  is  an 
honorary  member,  delivered  an  interesting  address,  in  which 
he  congratulated  the  members  on  the  success  which  had 
attended  their  Association,  and  on  the  fact  that  the  principal 
medical  men  in  the  burgh  were  showing  a  practical  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  Association.  Mr.  Naysmith  subsequently 
spoke  on  the  subject  of  energy  in  business,  giving  practical 
hints  and  advice  to  his  hearers.  At  the  close  Mr.  Naysmith 
received  a  cordial  vote  of  thanks. 


"Welsh  Iftews. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


A  Dearth  of  Offers. 
The  Tenby  Town  Council  recently  invited  tenders  for  the 
supply  of  disinfectants,  but  only  one  tender  was  received. 
No  decision  was  arrived  at  at  the  meeting  last  week,  how- 
ever, and  the  matter  remains  in  abeyance  for  the  present. 

Finds  it  Pay. 

Mr.  A.  Livesey,  late  of  Glasgow,  who  recently  purchased 
the  chemist's  business  at  Tenby  lately  carried  on  by  Messrs. 
Harries  &  Co.,  of  Milford  Haven,  has  introduced  the  store- 
system,  and  found  it  so  successful  that  within  two  months  he 
has  been  obliged  to  add  a  new  dispensing  department  and 
engage  an  assistant. 

Alterations. 

Messrs.  W.  Joseph  Sc  Co.  (Limited),  Tenby,  who  recently 
purchased  the  old-established  business  of  Mr.  M.  Prosser 
Davies,  are  considerably  altering  and  improving  their 
premises.  In  addition  to  carrying  on  the  business  of 
chemists  Messrs.  Joseph  also  do  a  considerable  trade  in 
aerated  waters,  the  factory  (at  the  rear  of  the  premises) 
established  by  their  predecessor,  who  has  gone  to  Australia, 
being  still  used. 


Ifrencb  IRews. 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


A  Speciality-partnership. — A  pharmacist  introduced 
on  the  market  here  a  few- years  ago  a  speciality,  having 
iodide  of  caffeine  as  a  base,  which  he  called  "  Eupuine."  In 
1898  he  made  the  acquaintance  of  a  capitalist  who  con- 
sented to  advance  150,000f.  to  develop  the  sale  of  the  pro- 
duct, the  amount  to  be  paid  in  instalments,  the  pharmacist 
representing  that  the  product  was  bringing  in  12,000f.  per 
annum  profit.  The  capitalist  advanced  32,200f.,  but  as  the 
business  was  found  to  be  working  at  a  loss  declined  to  fur- 
nish any  more  capital  and  brought  an  action  to  cancel  the 
agreement  on  the  ground  that  he  had  been  deceived  as  to 
the  profits  of  the  business.  If  that  view  was  not  accepted 
by  the  Court  he  asked  to  have  the  partnership  annulled 
under  the  law  of  Germinal  21,  Year  XL,  which  requires  a 
pharmacist  in  France  to  be  the  sole  proprietor  of  his  busi- 
ness. The  Tribunal  has  given  judgment  as  follows:— 
"  According  to  the  terms  of  the  law  a  fully-qualified  man 
can  alone  be  proprietor  of  a  pharmacy.  Consequently  the 
fact  that  the  defendant  had,  under  the  agreement,  reserved 
to  himself  the  right  to  take  a  holiday  from  July  to  October, 
being  replaced  by  the  plaintiff,  is  a  proof  that  the  latter 
would  have  charge  of  the  pharmacy  during  that  time.  This 
would  be  illegal,  even  if  the  latter  should  merely  look  after 
the  commercial  part  of  the  business,  as  the  law  requires  that 
the  management  of  a  pharmacy  (and  not  merely  the  techni- 
cal part)  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  a  qualified  man.  As 
regards  the  speciality  itself,  it  is  a  fact  that  the  products  of 


which  it  is  made  are  common  property,  but  as  the  secret  of 
manufacturing  consists  as  much  in  the  process  followed  as 
in  the  products  employed  in  the  preparation  in  question  it 
must  be  considered  a  secret  remedy.  This,  in  point  of  fact, 
was  the  evident  intention  of  the  parties,  as  the  recipe  of  the 
preparation  was  put  safely  away  under  a  sealed  cover  to  be 
only  opened  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  pharmacist.  It  is 
consequently  evident  that  it  was  the  fixed  idea  of  both  parties 
to  exploit  the  preparation  as  a  secret  remedy  and  as  such  to 
transgress  the  law.  Consequently  no  legal  action  can  hold 
between  parties  basing  their  evidence  on  such  conventions." 
Thus  the  two  partners  find  that  their  agreement  is  void,  but 
the  pharmacist  has  the  advantage  in  not  having  to  refund 
the  money  advanced. 

The  Association  of  Pharmacists'  Assistants  of  France 
held  a  general  meeting  last  Saturday  night  at  10.30,  in  the 
Salle  do  Conferences  of  the  Bourse  du  Travail,  Paris.  The 
meeting  was  well  attended,  and  it  speaks  well  for  the 
enthusiasm  which  the  President  (M.  Jocelyn  Robert)  and  the 
committee  are  able  to  inspire  that  so  many  assistants  shouh  1 
be  willing  to  devote  a  portion  of  their  hours  of  sleep  to 
attending  these  nocturnal  gatherings  of  the  Association. 

The  Exhibition. — The  inauguration  of  the  Paris  Inter- 
national Exhibition  took  place  on  Saturday  last,  April  14, 
with  due  pomp  and  ceremony,  and  I  made  a  careful  tour  of 
the  grounds  and  buildings  last  Wednesday  afternoon,  only  to 
find  that  all  is  more  or  less  in  a  state  of  "  magnificent  chaos." 
To  prevent  disappointment  it  is  as  well  to  make  it  as  widely 
known  as  possible  that  it  will  be  quite  useless  to  attempt  to 
visit  the  Exhibition  until  the  latter  half  of  May,  if  one  wants 
to  obtain  anything  like  an  adequate  idea  of  the  grounds, 
buildings,  and  exhibits  in  a  complete  state.  Most  of  the 
showcases  are  still  covered  by  dust-sheets,  but  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  everywhere  the  English  exhibitors  are  well  in 
advance. 

Kola-wine  Litigation. — A  grocer  of  Bayonne  who  sold 
kola-wine  was  prosecuted  last  year  for  infringing  the 
Pharmacy  Law.  He  was  acquitted,  but  the  local  Syndicate 
who  instituted  the  proceedings  have  carried  the  case  to  the 
Court  of  Appeal  at  Pau,  where  the  Judge  has  decided  to  have 
the  incriminated  wine  analysed  before  giving  judgment. 
This  is  being  done,  and  it  was  apparently  a  lapsus  that  it 
was  not  done  in  the  first  place,  it  having  become  generally 
accepted  here  that  kola  and  similar  wine  can  be  sold  by 
grocers  only  on  the  conditions  that  they  contain  very  little 
of  the  drug  they  are  named  after.  Consequently  in  the  case 
in  question  if  the  wine  to  be  analysed  contains  little  or  no 
trace  of  kola,  the  grocer  will  apparently  be  acquitted,  but  if 
it  is  found  to  contain  kola  in  medicinal  quantities,  he  will 
probably  be  fined. 

•'  Pharmaceutical  Density  in  France  "  is  the  title 
which  M.  A.  Marcailhou  d'Aymerie  gives  to  some  interesting 
statistics  collected  by  him,  and  published  in  the  Bulletin  dc 
Pharniacic  du  Sud  Est,  concerning  the  number  of  pharma- 
cists per  thousand  inhabitants  in  the  principal  towns  in 
Fiance.  The  figures,  which  are  as  follows,  show  a  slight 
want  of  proportion  in  the  distribution  of  pharmacies : — In 
Paris  there  is  one  pharmacy  for  2,184  inhabitants,  in  Lyons 
one  for  2,651,  in  Marseilles  one  for  2,928,  in  Bordeaux  one 
for  1,759,  in  Lille  one  for  2,751,  in  Toulouse  one  for  2,233,  in 
St.  Etienne  one  for  2,957,  in  Nantes  one  for  1,998,  in  Havre 
one  for  2,914,  and  at  Rouen  one  for  2,355. 

Sale  of  the  Eau  de  Botot. — I  hear  that  the  Eau  de 
Botot  business  is  to  be  sold  by  auction  in  Paris  on  April  26, 
as  a  going  concern.  This  comprises  the  trade-marks  and 
rights  in  this  well-known  speciality  for  the  teeth,  several 
products  that  are  sold  with  it,  the  plant  at  the  manufactory 
at  Levallois  Perret  and  at  the  retail  depot  rue  de  la  Paix, 
Paris,  as  well  as  the  leases  of  both  premises.  It  appears  that 
the  business  is  at  present  on  lease  to  a  M.  Jourdan,  the 
arrangement  expiring  on  June  30,  1907,  he  paying  the  proprie- 
tors a  sum  of  50,000f.  (2,000/.).  It  is  understood  that  the 
business  is  being  sold  for  family  reasons,  and  the  upset  price 
is  given  as  400,000f.  (16,000/.),  "but  a  very  much  higher  sum 
than  this  will  probably  be  realised.  There  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  litigation  at  one  time  or  another  regarding  the 
validity  of  the  name  Eau  de  Botot  as  a  trade-mark,  but  the 
rights  of  the  present  proprietors  appear  to  be  well-established. 
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Melbourne  March  9. 
Rabbits. — Introduced  pests  fill  a  very  large  place  in 
Australian  life.  Everybody  knows  that  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  pounds  have  been  spent  in  trying  to  exter- 
minate rabbits,  which  swarm  in  such  numbers  in  the  inland 
districts  that  they  leave  practically  no  eatable  vegetation 
for  the  sheep.  They  even  manage  to  scramble  up  bushes  and 
small  trees  to  get  at  the  leaves  and  bark,  and  exist  in  such 
numbers  that  wire-netting  fences,  literally  thousands  of 
miles  long,  have  been  erected  to  shut  them  out.  At  a  Par- 
liamentary Commission  in  Queensland  it  was  mentioned 
that  on  one  side  of  a  netting-fence  the  vegetation  was 
nourishing  and  green,  whilst  on  the  other  side  the  ground 
was  bare,  and,  near  the  fence,  littered  with  the  skeletons  of 
thousands  of  rabbits  who  had  starved  from  inability  to  get 
through  to  the  feed  on  the  other  side.  An  accidental 
observation  has  led  to  the  recommendation  of  a  new 
scheme  in  South  Australia,  Gold  is  now  extracted  from 
ores  to  a  large  extent  by  means  of  a  dilute  solution  of 
cyanide  of  potassium.  After  use  the  waste-liquor  is  run 
into  pits  or  sumps.  A  mine-manager  noticed  that  rabbits 
came  early  in  the  morning  to  drink  at  this,  which  contained 
about  one  part  of  cyanide  of  potassium  per  thousand  of 
water,  and  after  drinking  they  generally  died  in  convulsions 
within  a  few  yards  of  the  liquor.  The  experiment  has, 
therefore,  been  tried  in  South  Australia  of  shutting  off  the 
few  natural  supplies  of  water  on  sheep-runs  by  means  of  wire 
netting,  and  placing  vessels  containing  a  dilute  solution  of 
cyanide  close  to  the  wire,  but  outside.  After  one  of  these 
experiments  seventy-seven  dead  rabbits  were  found  within 
an  area  of  half  an  acre.  With  more  appreciation  of  its 
value  in  the  destruction  of  rabbits  than  its  danger  to  human 
life,  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands  has  published  this 
information,  and  made  arrangements  to  supply  cyanide  at 
cost-price  to  those  who  wish  to  try  it.  In  the  more  settled 
parts  of  Victoria  a  large  industry  has  sprung  up  in  exporting 
frozen  rabbits  to  England.  This  has  led  to  the  preservation 
of  the  rabbits  rather  than  their  total  destruction.  Sparrows, 
another  introduced  pest,  have  caused  one  of  the  Shire  Councils 
in  Victoria  (corresponding  to  the  County  Councils  in  the 
Old  Country)  to  offer  a  prize  of  300?.  for  a  cheap  and  effective 
scheme  for  exterminating  them. 

Increased  use  of  Fertilisers. — Ten  or  twelve  years 
ago  the  gasworks  in  Adelaide,  South  Australia,  had  to  ship 
their  sulphate  of  ammonia  to  the  Mauritius  for  the  sugar- 
plantations  there,  as  the  nearest  market.  South  Australian 
farmers,  although  cultivating  hundreds  of  thousands  of  acres 
with  wheat,  found  no  necessity  to  manure.  The  last  few 
years  have,  however,  shown  a  great  'change,  so  that  now 
400,000  acres  of  wheat  were  manured  with  artificial 
fertilisers  last  year  in  South  Australia  alone,  and  during  the 
first  six  months  of  1899  about  12,000  tons  of  fertilisers  were 
imported.  This  has  induced  the  South  Australian  Govern- 
ment to  offer  a  reward  of  300?.  and  large  mining-rights  for 
the  discovery  of  marketable  mineral  phosphates  under  certain 
reasonable  conditions.  In  the  very  dry  districts  the  quantity 
of  fertiliser  that  produces  the  best  results  is  very  small,  as 
little  as  10  lbs.  per  acre  being  used  with  great  profit. 

Prescribing  by  Pigeon-post.— One  of  the  curiosities  of 
the  long  distances  that  have  to  be  travelled  is  the  recent 
experience  of  a  doctor  in  Auckland,  N.Z.  Being  called  to 
attend  a  patient  on  a  small  island  near  the  coast,  the  doctor 
found  his  patient  in  so  serious  a  condition  that  constant  re- 
ports were  necessary.  Daily  visits  were  impracticable,  so  the 
doctor  had  recourse  to  carrier-pigeons,  one  of  which  being 
released  daily  carried  to  him  particulars  of  the  patient's 
condition.  The  necessary  medicines  were  sent  down  by 
steamer. 

To  Encourage  Rifle-shooting. — Mr.  Grimwade,  M.L.C., 
of  Victoria,  has  sent  500?.  to  the  Minister  of  Defence  to  be 
spent  in  prizes  for  the  encouragement  of  rifle-shooting  in  the 
colony.  Mr.  Grimwade  states  that  he  is  strongly  of  opinion 
that  the  energies  of  the  young  men  of  the  colony  should,  if 
possible,  be  diverted  from  cricket  and  football,  and  such 
comparatively  unproductive  sports,  in  the  direction  of  rifle- 
shooting. 


Two  Striking  Cases  of  carelessness  are  mentioned  in 
the  Chemist  and  Druggist  of  Australasia  for  March.  A 
bottle  has  been  sent  by  a  correspondent  labelled  as 
follows : — 

POISON. 

WINDSOR  PROVIDENT  MEDICAL  INSTITUTE. 
Head  Office : 
344  High  Street,  Windsor. 
THE  LINIMENT. 

Use  as  directed. 

Mr  Prescription  No  

Shake  the  bottle  before  using. 

Dose  for  an  Adult. — From  one  to  two  tablespoonfuls.  Dose  for 
Infants. — From  one  to  three  teaspoonfuls.  It  is  beat  given  shaken 
up  in  a  bottle  with  a  little  warm  milk. 

The  liniment-label  had  been  placed  over  a  castor-oil  label, 
leaving  the  directions  for  taking  the  oil  visible.  A  careless 
person  might  easily  have  taken  a  dose  of  the  liniment  in 
mistake.  In  another  case  all  the  members  of  a  family  of 
nine  were  suddenly  attacked  with  illness ;  the  father  and 
mother  and  three  of  the  children  died.  Information  has 
not  yet  come  to  hand  as  to  the  result  of  the  analyst's 
examination  of  the  contents  of  the  stomach,  but  evidence 
points  to  the  accidental  admixture  of  arsenic  with  the 
household  flour.  The  arsenic  seems  to  have  been  kept  on 
the  shelf  above  the  flour. 


Colonial  ano  jforeion  1Rem 


A  Hungarian  Appeal. — The  pharmacists  of  Buda-Pesth 
are  posting  in  their  businesses  an  appeal  to  the  public  not 
to  disturb  them  during  the  night  unless  in  cases  of  urgent 
necessity. 

The  Pharmacopoeia  Commission  of  Holland  proposes  to 
regulate  the  question  of  chemical  notation  at  an  International 
Conference  shortly  to  be  held  at  which  several  Governments 
will  be  officially  represented.  At  the  same  an  endeavour  will 
be  made  to  bring  about  a  uniformity  in  preparations  contain- 
ing potent  drugs.  The  conference  will  probably  take  place 
in  Brussels. 

Bits  from  Bulgaria. — Austrian  pharmacists  are  com- 
plaining that  it  is  becoming  ever  more  difficult  for  foreign 
pharmacists  to  prosper  in  Bulgaria.  They  were  the  first  to  open 
pharmacies  on  the  European  system  in  that  country,  but 
have  had  in  many  cases  to  give  it  up.  The  State  institution 
for  food  analysis  in  Varna,  opened  two  years  ago,  has  been 
closed,  the  staff  at  the  Laboratory  in  Sofia  has  been  reduced, 
and  no  fewer  than  ten  hospitals  have  been  closed  within  a 
short  period. 

The  Shorter  Hours  Bill  introduced  by  Senator  Henry 
to  regulate  the  working-hours  of  New  York  drug-clerks,  with 
the  clause  providing  for  inspection  by  the  State  Factory 
Inspector's  Department  taken  out,  has  been  passed  by  the 
New  York  Senate.  The  Bill  has  now  to  go  back  again  to 
the  Assembly,  where  it  was  passed  in  its  original  form  a  few 
weeks  ago,  and  if  the  Assembly  concurs  in  the  change  de- 
manded by  the  Senate,  the  Bill  is  likely  to  become  law  as 
Governor  Roosevelt  has  practically  agreed  to  sign  it. 

Turkish  Import-duties. — The  Foreign  Chambers  of 
Commerce  and  representatives  of  foreign  trade  held  a  series 
of  meetings  at  Constantinople  on  April  13,  for  the  purpose 
of  examining  the  question  of  an  increase  in  the  import- 
duties,  mentioned  in  our  issue  of  March  31,  page  533.  The 
British  delegates  were  Sir  William  Whittall  (President  of 
the  British  Chamber  of  Commerce)  and  Mr.  A.  Mango,  and 
a  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  formally  protesting 
against  any  increase  in  the  present  duty.  The  delegates, 
however,  added  that,  should  the  heads  of  the  diplomatic 
missions  decide  not  to  oppose  the  provisional  increase  of 
the  import-duties,  it  would  be  absolutely  indispensable  to 
insist  on  the  adoption  of  a  number  of  ameliorations  in  the 
Turkish  customs  regime  as  well  as  certain  reforms. 
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South  Hfrican  INews. 

(From  our  Cape  Correspondent.) 


Me.  Rudolph  Demuth  (of  Cape  Town)  is  on  his  usual 
trip  to  Europe,  and  may  be  addressed  c/o  Formalin  Hygienic 
Company  (Limited),  St.  Mary-at-Hill,  E.C. 

The  First  Traveller  to  reach  Kimberley  after  the 
siege  was  Mr.  James  Johnston,  who  represents  a  Cape  Town 
firm  of  wholesale  druggists.  Amongst  other  chemists  now  at 
the  coast  recuperating  are  Mr.  W.  N.  Cooper  and  Mr.  Tudor, 
Kimberley.    Mr.  Cooper  has  another  drug-store  at  Mafeking. 

■  Pharmacy  in"  Rhodesia. — The  last  mail  to  reach  this 
country  from  South  Africa,  per  Bunoegan  Castle,  brought  us 
news  from  Bnlawayo  and  Salisbury,  Rhodesia.  All  seems 
well  in  trade  circles  in  these  towns,  although,  as  may  be 
expected,  business  is  hampered  somewhat  owing  to  the 
southern  trade-route  being  destroyed. 

Drugs  for  the  Transvaal. — Our  Cape  correspondent 
understands  that  the  supply  of  drugs  is  beginning  to  present 
a  feature  for  consideration.  A  great  deal  of  sickness  among 
non-combatants  in  the  golden  city,  Pretoria,  and  minor  towns 
has  done  much  to  reduce  stocks.  Should  the  war  extend 
much  longer  the  small  amount  of  drugs  will  be  exhausted. 

Back  Numbers.  —  Our  representative  at  Cape  Town 
informs  us  that  the  C.  B.'s  mail  matter  returned  to  that 
office  is  increasing  apace.  Besides  re-directions  effected  by 
subscribers  themselves  at  the  Uitlander  Postal  Committee's 
Offices,  quite  a  number  have  written  to  our  Cape  Town 
address  asking  for  their  copies.  As  communication  is 
restored  the  copies  lying  at  the  Cape  are  forwarded. 

Carbolic  Acid. — Consignments,  large  and  small,  of  car- 
bolic acid  continue  to  reach  various  South  African  ports 
under  the  permit-system,  which  calls  for  a  landing-certificate, 
countersigned  by  the  colonial  Custom  authorities  and  im- 
porter, to  release  the  British  exporters'  bond.  Had  the 
British  Government  rjut  further  difficulties  in  the  way  of 
exporting  this  article,  small  supplies  would  have  come 
through  from  the  Continent  in  foreign  bottoms  notwithstand- 
ing the  advanced  price. 

Cape  Medical  Act. — Ephraim  Stone  was  charged  at 
Cape  Town  on  March  23  with  infringing  the  Medical  Act, 
Section  35,  by  practising  as  a  dentist  without  a  licence. 
Defendant  was  an  employS  of  the  Afro-American  Dental 
Company,  and  in  that  capacity  extracted  a  tooth  from  a 
detective  who  paid  a  fee  of  5s.  6d.  for  the  operation.  Defen- 
dant did  not  deny  that  he  had  done  so,  but  did  not  under- 
stand the  charge,  although  he  was  fined  6/.  at  Knysna  last 
November  for  the  same  thing.  He  is  a  Pole,  and  was 
admitted  to  bail  in  50/. 

Hazell's  "Gregory." — Mr.  Wm.  A.  Sleggs,  of  Cape 
Town,  the  manager  of  Hazell  &  Sons'  drug-store  there,  whose 
adulteration  cases  in  respect  to  Gregory's  powder  and  milk 
of  sulphur  were  reported  in  our  issue  of  March  3,  page  369, 
writes  to  us  in  regard  to  the  report  pointing  out  what  he 
considers  to  be  mistakes.  Our  report  was  derived  from  the 
official  notes,  but  probably  Mr.  Slegg's  answers  had  been 
misunderstood.  For  example,  he  tells  us  that  he  did  not 
positively  assert  that  3d.  per  lb.  was  all  the  difference  in 
price  between  heavy  and  light  magnesias,  but  (not  being  a 
walking  price-list)  thought  about  3d.  or  4d  per  lb.  was  the 
difference.  This  and  other  points  in  the  case  are  no  doubt 
forgotten  by  most  of  our  readers  by  this  time,  and  we  would 
not  have  mentioned  the  matter  were  it  not  Mr.  Sleggs's 
desire. 

A  Cape  Camwal. — A  Cape  Town  suburban  chemist,  who, 
to  use  his  own  words,  "  has  been  manufacturing  mineral 
waters  with  gratifying  success,"  has  issued  a  circular  letter 
to  the  trade  asking  them  to  attend  a  meeting  with  a  view  to 
forming  a  company  on  the  Camwal  system.  The  idea  is 
good  as  far  as  it  goes,  but,  apart  from  the  water  question, 
the  time  is  not  ripe  for  such  a  departure,  and  I  understand 
the  meeting  lacked  support.  It  was  intended  that  the  same 
company  should  pack  non-secret  goods  for  the  trade,  in 
competition  with  British  houses.  Even  the  existing  tariff 
(20  per  cent.)  levied  on  this  class  of  goods  could  have 
availed  them  nothing.    The  large  wholesale  firms  in  South 


Africa  cannot,  with  advantage  to  themselves,  compete 
successfully  ;  the  labour  question,  to  say  nothing  of  having 
to  rely  on  a  printer  6,000  miles  distant,  bars  the  way. 

Medicines  and  Dressings  Last.— It  is  hard  to  believe, 
but  nevertheless  it  is  the  fact  that  medical  requisites 
were  nearly  the  last  goods  to  pass  over  the  railroad  to  Kim- 
berley immediately  the  siege  was  raised  and  railroad 
repaired.  Fruit  and  vegetables  one  could  send  without  any 
trouble,  but  medicinal  supplies — "Oh,  dear,  no;  must  see 
the  military  director  of  railways."  Supplies  at  Kimberley 
were  almost  exhausted,  and  men  were  dying  from  fever  all 
along  the  line  from  De  Aar  to  Kimberley  northwards,  who 
might  have  been  saved  if  the  proper  medicines  were  there. 
The  railroad  was  open  quite  a  fortnight  before  medicines 
would  be  accepted  at  Cape  Town  for  transmission.  This 
was,  of  course,  due  to  the  military  authorities,  but  it  is  hard 
to  believe  that  General  Forestier  Walker  could  have  sanc- 
tioned the  conveyance  of  fruit  and  vegetables  before  drugs 
and  surgical  supplies. 


probable  Eventualities. 

[Mr.  Cross  thought  the  Council  would  in  certain  eventualities  in 
all  probability  take  steps  to  prepare  a  new  Bill. — C.  &  D., 
April  14,  page  636.] 

Orator  (solo). 

When  the  present  generation  is  succeeded  by  the  next, 
And  our  children  are  preparing  for  the  tomb, 

And  their  juvenile  successors  are  a-working  at  the  text 
Of  a  measure  to  avert  the  Crack  of  Doom  ; 

When  the  Cutter's  due  extinction  is  successfully  obtained, 
And  the  Renegade  is  making  bricks  or  hay, 

Then  the  object  of  our  eloquence  perchance  may  be 
attained — 

(Chorus  of  jaded  listeners) 

In  such  eventualities, 
In  every  probability, 
It  may ! 

Orator. 

If  the  Craft  instead  of  waking  up  would  but  remain  asleep, 

And  leave,  as  usual,  everything  to  Us, 
We'd  guarantee  in  peacefulness  and  poverty  you'd  keep, 

For  we  very  much  object  to  make  a  fuss. 
Our  marvellous  capacity  we  carefully  conceal, 

But  that  is  just  our  modest  little  way, 
And  we're  certain  "doing  nothing"  is  the  easier  way  to 
feel— 

(Chorus  of  bored  hearers) 

In  some  eventualities, 
In  all  probability, 
It  may ! 

Orator. 

Humbly  hearken  to  our  Piffle,  meekly  knuckle  to  our  Creed, 

And  be  wary  of  opinions  of  your  own  ; 
For  the  crime  above  all  others  is  to  say  that  we  have  need 

Of  anything  but  coffers  overflown. 
You  must  worship  at  a  distance  but  to  sit  must  not  aspire, 

With  the  Sanctified  who  slumber  day  by  day ; 
For  it  surely  were  not  flattery  if  our  Leaflet  calls  you  liar — 

Chorus  (cheerfully). 

In  most  eventualities, 
In  all  probability, 
It  may ! 


flDarrtaoea. 

Cameron — Hamilton. — At  the  Cockburn  Hotel,  Edin- 
burgh, on  April  14,  by  Rev.  George  Gladstone  (uncle  of  the 
bride),  assisted  by  Rev.  John  Mackintosh  (uncle  of  the 
bridegroom),  John  Mackintosh  Cameron,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, Derby,  to  Maggie,  younger  daughter  of  the  late  Mr. 
Andrew  Hamilton,  tea  merchant,  Edinburgh. 

Tremeer — Russell. — At  Wolborough  Parish  Church,  on 
April  17,  Walter,  younger  son  of  Mr.  J.  J.  Tremeer,  J.P., 
chemist  and  druggist,  Barnstaple,  to  Florence  Annie, 
daughter  of  Mr.  A.  Russell,  Newton  Abbot. 
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Chemists  in  Mafeking. 
(Cablegram  from  our  Cape  Correspondent.) 

Cape  Town,  April  18,  11.35  a.m.  : — In  reply  to  a  letter 
which  I  recently  sent  to  Mr.  J.  E.  Jones,  manager  of  Mr. 
W.  N.  Cooper's  pharmacy  in  Mafeking,  I  have  this  morning 
received  a  reply  which  Mr.  Jones  despatched  by  native 
runner  to  Kimberley.  Mr.  Jones  informs  me  that  up  to  the 
end  of  March  he  and  others-  connected  with  the  drug-trade 
in  the  besieged  town  were  all  well.  Cooper's  premises  were 
intact,  but  the  stock  is  running  low  down.  The  food  supply 
is  holding  out,  and  the  b3sieged  are  cheerful,  but  anxiously 
look  forward  for  relief. 

[We  may  recall  the  fact  mentioned  in  our  issue  of  Decem- 
ber 16,  i899,  that  Mr.  Jones,  an  English  Minor  man, 
succeeded  in  getting  his  wife  to  Cape  Colony  before 
Mafeking  was  invested.  She  then  renewed  her  husband's 
subscription  to  the  C.  3>  B.,  and  the  numbers  have  been 
going  regularly  to  her  every  week  since.  Box  10,  Mafeking. 
Cape  Colony,  is  Mr.  Jones's  address  on  the  register.  He 
hails  from  Swinton,  Lanes. — Editor.] 

A  Pharmaceutical  correspondent  with  the  Mounted 
Infantry  who  has  sent  us  interesting  particulars  concerning 
his  march  from  Cape  Town  up  to  the  date  of  Cronje's 
capture  writes  further  as  follows  : — 

Asfontein  (10  miles  E.  of  Paardeberg). 

March  6,  1900. 

We  have  been  in  a  very  sorry  plight  up  till  to-day  without  our 
supply-waggons  reaching  us,  being  short  of  tobacco  and  all 
luxuries.  We  have  no  tents,  and  as  we  are  having  on  an  average 
about  two  rain-storms  per  day  or  night  you  can  guess  how  we  are. 
Washing  one's  person  is  a  rare  luxury,  to  be  indulged  in  about 
twice  a  week,  whilst  my  boots  have  not  been  off  for  a  fortnight 
except  once  to  change  my  socks.  I  had  to  wash  my  shirt  a  day  or 
two  ago  with  a  Hat  stone  for  soap,  and  for  water  a  muddy  horse- 
pond.  One  cannot  buy  anything  here,  and  a  man  with  a  supply 
of  matches  is  a  capitalist,  as  matches  and  tobacco  are  the  usual 
currency  in  camp.  I  have  managed  to  appropriate  a  sheepskin, 
and  after  drying  and  salting  it  makes  a  slight  intermediary 
between  my  body  and  the  stony  ground  we  sleep  on. 

Mounted  Infantry  Camp  (4  miles  outside  Bloemfontein). 

March  IS,  1900. 

I  am  all  right  and  very  well  after  a  most,  harassing  week  of 
forced  night-marches  and  battles.  We  move  into  Bloemfontein 
to-morrow. 

March  16,  1900. 

I  did  not  see  much  of  the  battle  of  the  Poplar  Grove,  as  at  that 
time  my  section  was  guarding  a  convoy.  We  passed  a  house 
from  which  Krugei  and  Steyn  were  said  to  have  fled  only  a  few 
hours  previous  to  French's  arrival.  During  that  day  I  had  again 
to  make  a  deal  for  a  horse,  and  I  bought  a  good  Boer  pony  for  30s. 
It  was  a  big  price  for  commandeered  ponies,  but  it  was  better 
than  walking ;  he  is  known  in  the  section  as  the  30-Boer  horse. 
On  the  morning  of  the  action  of  the  7th  I  saw  one  of  our  men 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  cleaning  his  rifle  with  a  Is.  9<?.  tin  of 
Vinolia.  I  recognised  the  refreshing  odour.  He  said  it  answered 
the  purpose  very  well.  I  mention  this  merely  to  illustrate  how 
short  we  were  of  even  prime  necessities.  On  the  11th  we  arrived 
in  camp  at  Roefontein  at  about  5  p.m.  ;  after  having  been  served 
only  with  coffee  and  two  biscuits  at  7  a.m.  we  at  once  proceeded  to 
outpost  duty,  and  our  next  food  we  got  at  a  farm  at  10  o'clock  the 
next  morning — twenty-six  hours'  duty  and  two  biscuits.  During  a 
two  hours'  halt  in  the  night  the  brigade  of  Guards  passed  us  witli 
a  convoy,  footsore,  weary,  and  ragged ;  you  would  never  have 
recognised  in  them  the  dashing  Guardsmen  of  Hyde  Park.  Now 
we  are  able  to  supplement  our  rations  by  sending  to  the  town 
for  food. 

March  17,  1900. 

I  had  a  great  treat  yesterday  afternoon  and  evening,  as  I 
and  a  few  others  were  allowed  to  ride  into  Bloemfontein.  The 
first  thing  I  did  was  to  arrange  for  a  good  dinner  at  the  Phoenix 
Hotel,  next  I  bought  a  cake  of  carbolic  soap  and  a  bottle  of  bath- 
ammonia,  then  I  ordered  a  bath,  then  I  went  and  fought  at  the 
grocery-stores  to  buy  stuff — they  had  nearly  all  sold  out.  I,  how- 
ever, got  a  tin  of  brawn,  four  tins  of  sardines,  1  lb.  of  sugar,  1  lb. 
of  raisins,  one  tin  of  treacle,  and  matches.  I  say  fought,  because 
remnant-day  at  Whiteley's  is  nothing  to  the  rush  to  buy  stores 
by  the  army  stationed  here  ;  most  of  the  stores  are  cleared  out,  and 


the  men  go  round  to  private  houses  asking  if  they  have  any  bread 
or  groceries  for  sale.  I  got  the  last  tin  of  treacle  in  Bloemfontein ; 
the  boss  went  across  to  his  private  house  to  get  it  while  I  rubbled 
raisins  in  the  store ;  there  were  hundreds  turned  away.  For 
cocoa,  chocolate,  and  jam  I  paid  Is.  3d.  per  lb.,  2s.  for  a  tin  of 
treacle,  and  so  on.  They  say  the  craving  for  sweet  things  is  in 
consequence  of  not  getting  fresh  vegetable  food  ;  anyhow,  all  the 
soldiers  have  the  craving. 

Afterwards  I  went  to  the  bathroom  in  the  hotel,  and  spent  one 
solid  hour  scrubbing  myself  with  prickly-heat  soap  and  the 
ammonia.  Then  I  passed  into  the  dining-room.  The  room  was 
crowded  with  officers,  so  I  asked  to  be  placed  at  a  table  with 
civilians,  and  found  myself  seated  between  the  new  Chief 
Magistrate  and  his  wife  and  one  of  Lord  Roberts's  civil  inter- 
preters. It  was  the  first  decent  meal  I  have  had  since  I  left  Cape 
Town  on  February  10,  and  finished  up  with  coffee  and  liqueur.  I 
felt  like  a  king,  and,  meeting  a  chum,  toddled  off  to  camp  with  our 
horses  loaded  with  purchases  along  the  moon-lit  road  as  happy  as 
sand-boys,  and  got  in  just  as  last  post  was  being  sounded. 

A  Letter  from  Ladysmith. 

Ladysmith,  March  14,  1900. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  just  gone  through  the  memorable  siege,  I 
thought  possibly  a  few  lines  would  be  of  interest  to  your  readers. 
Fortunately  at  the  time  the  siege  started  the  firm  I  was  managing 
for  held  a  good  stock  of  drugs,  and  although  the  military  suffered 
from  the  want  of  drugs  and  medical  comforts  the  latter  half  of  the 
time,  the  civilian  population  in  Ladysmith  were  comparatively 
well  cared  for  throughout,  and  I  do  not  know  of  any  who  died  from 
actual  want.  The  prevailing  complaint  throughout  was  diarrhcea, 
and  fully  98  percent,  of  both  military  and  civilians  were  troubled 
in  this  way  throughout  the  trying  time.  Enteric  was  the  prevail- 
ing fever,  turning  to  dysentery  very  often  when  the  patient  was 
convalescent,  and  a  low  fever,  due  to  insufficient  nourishment, 
laid  a  great  many  up.  A  pint  of  milk  per  day  was  allowed  to 
civilians  upon  payment  of  8<7.  per  day  and  a  renewal  every  three 
days  of  a  doctor's  certificate  that  they  required  it.  I  am  told  that 
amongst  the  military  one  tin  of  condensed  milk  was  divided 
between  ten  sick  men  per  day.  By  the  end  of  January  ehlorodyne, 
bismuth,  Euo's  fruit-salt,  oils  of  any  description,  sugar,  saccharin, 
and  tobacco  were  not  to  be  had.  We  sold  croup-syrups,  Atkinson's 
infants'  preservative,  Winslow's  Syrup,  &c,  anything  at  all  sweet, 
the  customers  using  them  to  sweeten  their  food.  Some  cooked 
their  food  in  cod-liver  oil  and  relished  it,  while  others  tried  cook- 
ing their  food  in  cocoanut  oil,  but  the  latter  was  too  strong  for 
the  palate.  Pears'  and  various  makes  of  violet  powder  and 
Colman's  starch  were  used  for  blanc-manges,  flavouring-essences 
being  used — lemon  was  the  favourite.  The  biscuits  (which  I 
believe  contained  linseed  meal)  and  meat  given  out  daily  and 
absence  of  vegetables  were  no  doubt  the  cause  of  a  great  deal  of 
ill-health,  but  I  believe  many  did  themselves  injury  by  taking 
violet  powder,  croup-syrups,  Ac  Among  us  it  became  a  noted 
fact  that  wherever  the  Red  Cross  was  conspicuous  it  attracted  the 
Boer  shells,  and  the  Town  Hall,  used  as  a  hospital,  opposite  to  our 
establishment  in  consequence  had  a  large  share.  On  Wednesday, 
November  22,  no  fewer  than  twelve  shots  from  the  Umbulwane 
were  fired  at  the  Town  Hali,  one  shell  only  hitting  it,  and  destroy- 
ing the  Town  Clerk's  office.  The  hali  was  full  of  sick  and 
wounded  at  the  time,  but,  fortunately,  nobody  was  hurt.  The 
following  Thursday  week  a  shell  fell  into  the  hall  from  Gun 
Hill,  killed  one  man,  wounded  six  seriously  (three  of  whom 
died),  and  three  others  were  slightly  injured.  After  this 
incident  the  hall  was  not  used  for  hospital-purposes.  Our 
premises  being  opposite  and  in  the  line  of  fire  between  the 
I'mbulwane  gun  and  Town  Hall  were  not  in  a  very  enviable 
position,  and  always  when  the  Dutch  guns  started  firing,  which 
usually  was  for  an  hour  at  a  time,  I  closed  up  the  business,  re- 
suming when  we  presumed  the  order  "  Cease  fire  !  "  had  been 
given.  But  throughout  the  siege  Messrs.  Adams  it  Co.  and  our- 
selves kept  our  posts,  and  both  firms  had  a  busy  and  lively  time. 
The  Neutral  Camp,  to  which  our  sick  and  wounded  were  removed 
during  the  siege,  grew  to  an  immense  size,  the  largest  number 
under  the  doctors'  hands  at  one  time  being  about  2,000.  It  was 
about  3  miles  distant  from  Ladysmith,  provisions  being  sent 
daily  by  train.  The  inhabitants  of  Ladysmith  dreaded  the 
Neutral  Camp  for  the  bad  name  it  acquired,  as  all  considered  tliat 
to  go  down  there  was  to  die.  The  suffering  was  terrible,  and  the 
discomfort  when  the  heavy  rains  were  falling  was  great.  About 
550  soldiers  and  civilians  were  buried  there,  the  largest  number 
buried  in  one  day  being  thirty-one.  On  Monday,  December  18,  at 
about  6  a.m.,  I  had  a  narrow  escape  from  being  killed  outright.  I 
was  asleep  m  my  bed  in  a  room  in  the  rear  of  the  shop  when  a 
96-lb.  shell  from  the  Umbulwane  entered  (through  a  disused  door), 
3  feet  above  my  head,  passed  through  the  foot-rail  of  the  bed 
within  6  inches  of  my  feet,  entering  the  floor  ;  it  penetrated  6  feet 
in  the  earth,  bursting  and  throwing  up  the  floor.  The  disorder 
was  so  complete  the  room  was  scarcely  recognisable.  Table, 
chairs,  wash-hand  stand,  were  upturned  and  covered  with  earth. 
Out  of  about  forty  jars  on  shelves  alongside  the  room,  all  but 
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three  fell  in  a  heap  on  the  floor,  caused  by  the  concussion,  anil 
only  fifteen  of  the  jars  were  picked  up  sound.  I  was  out  of  bed 
quicker  than  I  ever  jumped  out  of  it  before,  and  choked  with 
dust  and  smoke  vainly  endeavoured  to  make  an  exit  by  the  door, 
but  without  success.  I  then  threw  up  the  window  and  jumped 
out  into  the  street,  thankful  to  be  still  in  the  land  of  the  living. 


The  Direction  the  Shell  Took. 

It  entered  at  the  black  spot  over  the  head  of  the  bed,  and  went 
through  the  cross  and  the  round  mark  in  the  foreground. 

I  afterwards  employed  two  men  for  an  afternoon,  who  recovered 
for  me  portions  of  the  shell  amounting  in  weight  to  85  lbs.  I  send 
you  a  photo  of  the  room,  with  explanation  on  back  ;  also  of  the 
front  of  building,  mysell  being  the  centre  figure  with  a  45-lb.  shell. 


The  Pharmacy  in  Ladysmith. 

Numerous  have  been  the  narrow  escapes,  and  to  people  who  have 
not  witnessed  such  scenes  it  seems  difficult  to  believe.  A  captain 
m  the  R.A.M.C.  had  a  shell  pass  him  so  closely  that  it  singed  his 
clothes,  and  the  force  with  which  it  passed,  I  was  told,  had  upset 
him  so  much  that  he  was  never  well  after  it,  and,  three  months 
after,  the  shock  resulted  in  a  sudden  and  fatal  illness.  I  am  pleased 
to  see  from  your  valuable  journal  that  the  English  pharma- 
cists are  well  to  the  front  as  Volunteers  for  active  service  in  these 
stirring  times.  W.  T.  Hamk 


Cbc  Council  Contest. 


WE  again  repeat  the  particulars  in  regard  to  our  post- 
card competition  in  reference  to  the  election  of  seven 
members  to  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain.  We  ask  our  subscribers  and  their  assistants, 
or  members  of  their  families,  to  write  on  postcards  the 
surnames  of  the  seven  candidates  who  they  think  will 
be  returned  as  members  of  the  Council.  The  candidates 
are : — 


•Hills,  Walter,  London 
Morrison,  J.  W.  T.,  Tring 
Pickering,  C.  E.,  London 
*Storrar,  David,  Kirkcaldy 
*Symes,  Charles,  Liverpool 
Taylor,  John,  Bolton 
*  Warren,  William,  London 
Wootton,  A.  C,  London 


*Bateson,  Thomas,  Kendal 
Campkin,  A.  S.,  Cambridge 
Cooper,  Albert,  Kensington 
*Cross,  W.  G.,  Shrewsbury 
Currie,  W.  L.,  Glasgow 
Gibbons,  Walter,  Manchester 
Gifford,  B.  L.,  Blackburn 
Gostling,  G.  J.,  Stowmarket 
*Grose,  Nicholas  M.,  Swansea 

The  asterisks  indicate  those  who  are  at  present  members  of  the 
Council. 

We  shall  give  a  guinea  to  the  person  who  sends  in  the 
correct  seven  in  the  correct  order,  and  in  the  event  of 
equality  we  reserve  the  right  to  add  to  the  guinea  or  to 


Candidates'  Views, 

As  mentioned  last  week,  we  have  given  each  candidate 
the  opportunity  to  state  his  views  in  our  pages.  Mr.  Warren 
is  the  one  member  of  the  Council  who  has  written  freely  for 
publication.  His  letter  is  appended.  Messrs.  Bateson, 
Cross,  Grose,  and  Symes  are  the  only  others  of  the  seven 
who  have  replied  to  our  request. 

Mr.  Cross's  Opinions. 

Writing  on  April  7,  Mr.  W,  Gowen  Cross  said  : — 

I  am  unable  to  find  time  this  week  to  write  anything  for  publi- 
cation, as  I  have  been  away  from  home,  and  find  arrears  of  work 
here  which  I  must  attend  to  ;  but  if  you  will  extend  your  invita- 
tion I  will  send  a  short  note  in  due  course,  as  it  is  only  due  to  the 
constituency  which  I  have  represented  for  so  many  years,  now 
there  is  such  ample  choice  of  candidates  seeking  their  suffrages, 
that  I  should  inform  them  (in  case  they  have  failed  to  notice  my 
votes)  of  my  views  on  current  events,  before  they  cast  their  votes 
either  for  or  against  my  continuing  to  remain  upon  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council. 

Mr.  R.  Lord  Gifford  "Wants  a  Straight  Issue. 

I  desire  to  have  in  the  election  now  pending  what,  in  my  ex- 
perience, I  find  most  difficult  to  get — viz.,  a  straight  issue ! 
Perhaps,  therefore,  it  is  desirable  for  me  to  give  my  idea  of  what 
the  issue  is.  It  is  this  :  the  making  operative  of  the  Pharmacy  Act 
of  1868.  I  am  striving  to  get  a  declaration  from  the  electorate 
that  this  ought  to  be  the  policy  of  the  Council.  This  demand  is 
so  moderate,  so  reasonable,  so  much  in  the  interest  of  the  public 
as  well  as  really  less  than  justice  to  registered  chemists,  that  if  we 
force  the  claim  by  every  means — and  we  have  powerful  means — at 
our  command,  we  are  likely  to  be  successful ;  because,  by  this 
means,  we  place  the  community — i.e.,  the  Government — into  the 
position  of  either  enforcing  most  apparent  right,  justice,  and  ex- 
pediency, or  the  actual  deliberate  committing  of  flagrant  injustice 
and  confiscation.  It  is  said  that  we  must  knuckle  under,  because, 
forsooth,  we  are  but  15,000  in  some  40,000,000.  That  statement  I 
will  not  have  at  any  price  ;  it  insults  me  as  an  Englishman  ;  it  in- 
sults Great  Britain.  The  straight  issue  I  mean  is  that  the 
examinations,  so  ably  conducted  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Council, 
shall  have  the  corollary  which  alone  can  justify  them.  At  present 
these  examinations  have  not  their  necessary  consequence,  because 
they  do  not  give  exclusive  right  to  the  title  and  the  exclusive 
responsibility  of  distributing  scheduled  poisons.  I  have  an  abid- 
ing faith  in  pharmacy,  because  there  is  such  scope,  in  my  opinion, 
for  natural  development  in  a  pharmacy  resting  on  the  foundation 
set  in  1868.  Common  sense  says  it  intended,  and  should  insist, 
that  the  qualified  person  shall  be  distinguished,  that  he  shall  be 
associated  with  the  handling  of  scheduled  poisons,  and  that  hand- 
ling is  more  than  the  mechanical  operation.  In  my  view 
"  pharmacy  "  is  the  drug-trade,  not  as  it  is,  but  as  we  all  know  it 
should  be— the  dispensing  of  medicine  and  the  distribution  of 
medicinal  substances.    Dispensing  is  by  no  means  the  principal 
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factor  in  a  rational  pharmacy.  Thousands  of  chemists  understand 
me  when  I  say  that  often  more  judgment,  more  trained  intelli- 
gence, more  power  for  good  or  ill  can  be  brought  into  play  by  a 
threepenny  sale  than  could  be  displayed  in  a  good  deal  of  dis- 
pensing. Let  not  this  be  taken  to  mean  that  I  dream  of  confining 
the  distribution  of  drugs,  &c,  to  qualified  people.  I  do  nothing  of 
the  sort — first,  because  it  is  not  desirable,  and  second,  because  of 
its  being  contrary  to  English  tradition ;  but  what  would  be  the 
effect  of  a  proper  footing  ?  What  would  have  been  the  effect  of 
holding  tight  the  principles  of  the  1868  Act  so  that  the  legitimate 
person  could  be  ll)  distinguished  and  (2)  associated  with  quali- 
fication and  responsibility  ?  The  effect  without  doubt,  in  the  light 
of  all  experience,  would  be  that  the  practice  of  pharmacy  would 
crystallise  round  the  qualified  chemist. 

My  trade-interests  are  my  own  affair  and  do  not  concern  the 
members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  If  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  became  to  any  extent  a  trade-union,  the  propriety  of  its 
administering  the  Pharmacy  Acts  would  rightly  be  called  in 
question.  Here,  then,  we  have  a  simple  issue  ;  and  if  any  member 
of  the  Society  sees  difficulties  which  he  cannot  overcome  I  shall 
be  ready  to  address  myself  to  them. 


Mr. 


Mr,  Gostlixg's  Portrait. 

George  James  Gostling,  chemist  and  druggist,  Stow- 

market,  is  not  the 
gentleman  who  at 
one  time  occupied 
a  seat  on  the 
Council  and  the 
Vice  -  President's 
chair.  That  was 
Mr.  Thomas  P. 
Gostling,  pharma- 
ceutical chemist, 
of  Diss.  Mr.  G.  J. 
Gostling  was  a 
chemist  and  drug- 
gist in  business 
before  the  1868 
Act  passed,  and 
has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Society 
since  that  time. 
He  is  a  J.  P.  for 
East  Suffolk.  He 
promised  to  let  us 
have  his  views  in 
time  for  this  issue, 
but  they  have  not 
come  to  hand. 


Mr.  C.  E.  Pickering,  the  Assistants'  Candidate, 

writes  to  us  at  so  great  length  that  we  are  compelled  to  con- 
dense his  remarks  somewhat.  He  begins  by  stating  that 
past  Councils  have  been  incapable  of  managing  pharma- 
ceutical affairs  according  to  the  1843  charter,  and  "  the 
protection  of  those  who  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists  and 
druggists  "  (one  of  the  Society's  cardinal  principles)  has  been 
neglected  because  so-called  "pharmacies''  owned  by  limited 
companies  have  been  allowed  to  spring  up.  It  was  supposed 
that  the  1868  Act  not  only  ensured  the  safety  of  the  public, 
but  assured  the  status  of  those  who  qualified  under  it.  The 
existence  of  limited-company  pharmacy  shows  how  fallacious 
that  assumption  is.  Mr.  Pickering  proceeds  to  trace  the 
history  of  this  question  from  1880,  and  the  neglect  of  seeking 
parliamentary  remedy  then,  and  continues  : — ■ 

What  should  have  been  attained  then  should  be  and  can  be 
attained  yet,  though  so  many  pessimists  assert  the  contrary. 
Therefore,  at  the  coming  election,  every  elector  should  take  care 
to  return  only  those  who  will  devote  their  energies  constantly  to 
this  attainment.  That  the  Society  has  not  succeeded  in  putting 
the  matter  right  by  previous  efforts  is  no  matter,  and,  though  the 
Society  may  aver  that  its  efforts  have  as  yet  been  of  no  avail 
because  of  want  of  support  from  the  trade,  that  should  not  deter 
further  exertions  till  the  object  sought  is  achieved.  In  a  matter 
of  such  paramount  importance  as  this,  there  must  be  no  such 


thing  as  failure  to  retard  future  success.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
Society  not  only  to  the  trade,  but  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
formed,  to  wipe  out  this  bugbear  in  pharmacy  by  compelling  it  to 
cease  its  existence  or  conform  with  those  conditions  which  every 
respectable  individual  of  the  community  must  conform  to  before 
he  can  be  a  chemist  and  druggist.  We  seek  no  monopoly  in 
the  sale  of  medicines  ;  we  only  want  our  common  rights.  Let 
these  unqualified  companies  dabble  in  quack  medicines  and  other 
things  that  are  not  ornaments  to  pharmacy ;  but  when  it  comes 
to  the  dispensing  and  compounding  of  medicaments  and  the  sale 
of  poisons,  there  is  every  possible  reason  why  no  one  should 
conduct  or  own  such  business,  except  those  who  are  properly 
qualified.  Though  the  Society  has  always  most  admirably  suc- 
ceeded in  elaborating  and  advancing  its  schemes  of  education  for 
the  advancement  of  pharmacy,  it  has  and  always  will  fail  to 
properly  protect  "  trade  interests  "  until  it  succeeds  in  remedying 
the  Pharmacy  Act  entrusted  to  its  care.  And  it  is  the  first  duty 
of  everyone  who  votes  to  return  those  only  who  will  pledge  them- 
selves to  their  constituents  to  do  so. 


Mr.  Warren,  a  Retiring  Councillor,  Expresses  his  Views. 

In  the  first  place,  I  think  pharmaceutical  politics  are  shifting 
and  secondary  matters  compared  to  the  ever-present  necessity  of 
strong  and  capable  administration,  and  I  do  not  mind  saying  it  is 
more  important  that  my  London  colleague— the  past-President 
of  the  Society— should  be  returned  than  that  I  should.  And  other 
things  being  equal,  the  old  members  of  Council  have  a  claim  over 
those  who  have  had  no  experience.  And,  whilst  on  this  subject, 
I  would  reply  to  your  question  as  to  the  desirability  of  a  more 
energetic  policy  with  regard  to  trade  interests.  I  do  not  think  the 
Society  could  develop  on  trade-protection  lines  without  losing  its 
influence  in  the  eyes  of  the  Government  and  the  public,  and 
lessening  its  power  and  authority  as  prosecutor  under  the  Phar- 
macy Act.  It  has  pursued  a  vigorous  policy  in  the  protection  of 
professional  interests— the  only  interests  it  has  the  legal  authority 
to  protect — with  the  result  that  the  value  of  our  qualification  is 
far  higher  than  it  was  ten  or  fifteen  years  ago. 

Personally  I  have  every  sympathy  with  associations  formed  to 
protect  trade  interests,  and  I  can  imagine  cases  in  which  a  practi- 
cal and  sympathetic  support  might  be  given  by  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society. 

With  regard  to  the  company-question  I  believe,  in  view  of  the 
manner  in  which  the  representatives  of  the  Council  were  received 
by  Mr,  Ritchie,  the  Council  adopted  a  statesmanlike  course  in 
rallying  the  whole  force  of  the  trade  to  oppose  Clause  2.  That 
there  has  been  diversity  of  views  on  the  Council  only  shows  that 
that  body  represents  the  country.  But  in  face  of  the  danger 
which  threatened  us  in  the  intention  of  the  Government  to 
give  away  our  titles,  and  to  establish  the  limited-company 
system  in  pharmacy  on  a  legal  basis,  the  Council  practically 
unanimously  felt  that  the  only  safe  course  to  adopt  was  the  one 
which  would  unite  the  country,  and  the  result  has  justified 
action.  There  is  now  a  definite  issue— to  oppose  the  clause  ;  and 
behind  that  issue  a  unanimous  desire  to  fight.  I  support  this 
policy,  coupled  with  the  determination  to  leave  no  stone  unturned 
till  our  titles  are  secured  to  the  individuals  who  have  worked  for 
them.  I  do  not  believe  that  in  this  Companies  Bill  we  could 
secure  any  control  of  companies  which  they  would  not  have 
the  ingenuity  to  make  practically  nil,  and  the  business  acumen  to 
make  an  excellent  advertisement  of.  I  am  sure  if  the  Council  had 
eo-operated  with  the  Government  to  bring  this  about,  the  cry  of  our 
members  would  have  been  that  they  were  betrayed.  And  for  the 
future.  We  start  with  it  unmortgaged.  We  may  hope  that 
coming  imperial  developments  may  offer  a  better  field  for  capital 
than  the  drug-trade. 

The  country  is  full  of  fight,  but  it  would  seem  wiser  at  present 
to  sMrmish  and  undermine  rather  than  attempt  an  attack. 

We  have,  as  individuals  aud  as  a  Society,  to  educate  the  public 
and  to  try  and  get  their  attention  and  sympathy.  Is  it  too  much 
to  expect  that  amongst  our  members  there  may  be  some  with 
sufficient  literary  skill  and  knowledge  of  the  subject  to  furnish 
some  prominent  review  with  articles  on  the  position  of  pharmacy 
in  England  that  would  be  of  general  interest  ?  There  are  new 
developments  in  pharmacy  coming  on  and  a  new  Pharmacy  Bill 
to  be  prepared.  It  will  require  all  the  constructive  capacity  of 
the  Council  to  frame  it,  and  the  persistent  loyal  support  of  the 
trade  to  carry  it.  But  the  struggle  has  been  entered  upon,  and  I 
do  not  believe  it  will  be  relinquished  till  some  better  state  of 
things  has  been  attained. 


/fa. 


April  21,  1900 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


653 


2>catbs. 


Allen. — On  April  6,  Mr.  Augustine  Allen,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Wombwell.    Aged  81. 

Bullock. — At  Philadelphia,  U.S.A.,  on  March  22,  Mr- 
Charles  Bullock,  President  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of 
Pharmacy.  Aged  74.  The  late  Mr.  Bullock  had  been 
actively  engaged  in  business  as  a  druggist,  apothecary, 
and  manufacturer  in  Philadelphia  for  over  fifty-six  years. 
He  began  his  career  with  Messrs.  Smith  &  Hodgson,  of 
Philadelphia,  and  he  had  the  advantage  of  receiving  his 
pharmaceutical  training  under  William  Hodgson,  who  was 
for  some  time  an  assistant  with  Messrs.  John  Bell  &  Co.,  of 
Oxford  Street.  Mr.  Bullock  matriculated  from  the  Phila- 
delphia College  in  1847,  and  afterwards  visited  Europe.  He 
always  took  a  keen  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the  College,  and 
was  elected  President  in  1886  in  succession  to  Mr.  Dilwyn 
Parrish.  His  pharmaceutical  and  analytical  work  is  well 
known  and  appreciated  in  America,  and  in  "  Pharmaceutical 
Formulas  "  (page  456)  is  published  a  formula  for  chloro- 
dyne,  based  upon  an  analysis  which  Mr.  Bullock  made  of 
that  preparation  as  prescribed  by  Dr.  Ogden.  Mr.  Bullock 
was  President  of  the  American  Pharmaceutical  Association 
in  1876,  and  had  been  a  member  since  1857.  His  successor 
in  the  presidency  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  is 
Mr.  Howard  B.  French,  of  the  Smith,  Kline  &  French 
Company. 

Buefohd. — At  Leicester,  on  April  2,  Mr.  George  Burford, 
chemist  and  druggist.    Aged  80. 

Cooper. — On  April  15,  at  9  Bright  Street,  Blackpool, 
Frederick  Richard  Cooper,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Thorn- 
cliff  e,  Heat-on  Moor.  Mr.  Cooper  was  sole  proprietor  of  the 
business  carried  on  as  Messrs.  Standring,  Son  &  Co., 
chemists,  opticians,  and  aerated-water  manufacturers,  at 
124  Market  Street,  Manchester.. 

HTJGILL. — We  briefly  recorded  last  week  the  death,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  87,  of  Mr.  John  Hugill,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  the  principal  of  Messrs.  Meggeson  &  Co.,  medical 

confection  ers, 
London.  Mr. 
Hugill  was  one  of 
the  few  who  re- 
mained in  Lon- 
don who  had  per- 
sonal recollection 
of  the  celebrated 
Crown  and  An- 
chor meeting,  in 
1841,  which  re- 
sulted in  the 
foundation  of  the 
Pharmaceu  t  i  c  a  1 
Society.  He  used 
to  speak  of  that 
meeting  from 
personal  experi- 
ence, but,  as  his 
name  does  not 
appear  in  the 
lists  of  those  pre- 
sent, it  is  prob- 
able that  he 
spoke  from  hear- 
say. His  friend  and  partner,  the  late  Mr.  George  Meggeson, 
was  an  early  member  of  the  Society,  as  well  as  a  member  of 
the  Council,  and  Mr.  Husill  joined  in  1853.  Mr.  Hugill  was 
born  at  Whitby  on  May  29,  1812.  He  was  the  son  of  John 
Hugill,  an  auctioneer  and  estate  agent  there  (an  influential 
townsman  of  local  celebrity),  who  was  associated  with  George 
Stephenson,  the  celebrated  engineer,  in  acquiring  the  land  and 
constructing  one  of  the  first  railway-lines  in  the  kingdom. 
When  young  John  Hugill  had  completed  his  six  years' appren- 
ticeship with  Mr.  Proctor,  of  Scarborough,  at  the  age  of  20,  he 
was  brought  to  London  by  Stephenson,  who  was  coming  to  give 
evidence  before  a  committee  of  the  House  of  Lords.  These 
were  the  times  when  barrels  of  oil  for  street-lighting  pur- 
poses were  supplied  by  chemists,  and  paints  were  ground  and 
grey  powder  made  by  the  apprentices.    With  both  of  these 


departments  of  the  art  of  pharmacy  young  John  Hugill  had 
intimate  personal  acquaintance,  and,  as  frequently  happens, 
the  rough  work  made  him  all  the  more  careful  in  the  finer 
operations  of  the  craft.  He  first  applied  to  Messrs.  John 
Bell  &  Co.,  of  Oxford  Street,  for  a  situation,  and.  being  un- 
successful, he  approached  Messrs.  Hearon,  Bright  & 
McCulloch,  Leadenhall  Street,  and,  through  their  recom- 
mendation, obtained  an  engagement  with  Mr.  Spite,  chemist, 
Newington  Butts  (opposite  the  Debtors'  Prison).  After  six 
months  with  Mr.  Spite  he  went  to  Mr.  Wilmot,  chemist, 
High  Street,  Borough,  which  at  that  time  was  a  fashionable 
residential  quarter,  many  bankers  and  trading  citizens  re- 
siding in  the  district.  Mr.  Hugill  had  been  in  this  situation 
three  years,  when  Mr.  Wilmot  died,  and,  in  accordance  with 
a  promise  given  in  his  lifetime,  Mr.  Hugill  arranged  to  carry 
on  the  business  for  the  widow  until  the  education  of  her 
sons  was  completed.  This  fixed  Mr.  Hugill  until  1848, 
when  he  entered  into  partnership  with  Mr.  George  Meggeson, 
61  Cannon  Street,  in  conjunction  with  Mr.  Alfred  Attwood 
(both  since  deceased).  At  that  period  there  was  no  Cannon 
Street  station,  and  Cannon  Street  had  not  been  widened,  it 
being  so  narrow  that  one  could  almost  shake  hands  across  the 
street.  When  he  first  joined  the  firm  of  Meggeson  &  Co.  the 
business  was  a  retail  one,  and  the  two  Miss  Meggesons 
assisted  their  father  in  making  the  goods  and  in  the  general 
conduct  of  the  business,  the  family  residing  over  the  shop. 
It  was  then  that  Mr.  Hugill's  business  ability,  organising- 
powers,  and  personal  application  found  scope  and  enabled 
him  to  lay  the  foundation  of,  and  eventually  develop,  the 
lozenge-business  which  has  become  an  historical  ome  in 
the  trade.  The  existence  at  that  period  of  the  heavy  duties 
on  sugar  (the  market  value  of  which  was  801.  per  ton)  was  a 
temptation  to  confectioners  to  adulterate.  Mr.  Hugill  set 
his  face  against  this  from  the  first,  and  by  raising  the  stan- 
dard of  their  manufactured  goods  (in  which  his  experience 
as  a  druggist  stood  him  in  good  stead)  secured  to  the  trade 
an  additional  branch  to  their  business.  In  the  early  days  of 
the  partnership  no  clerk  was  employed,  and  Mr.  Hugill  was 
accustomed  to  cross  London  Bridge  from  his  lodgings  in  the 
Borough  at  5  a.m.  to  makeout  the  invoices  of  the  previous  day's 
work.  George  Newton,  the  first  clerk  whom  he  engaged,  is 
still  actively  employed  in  the  firm  (after  more  than  fifty 
years'  service)  as  head  ledger-clerk.  In  1876,  on  the  expira- 
tion of  the  Cannon  Street  lease,  the  retail  pharmacy  was 
dropped  and  the  business  transferred  to  the  present  premises 
at  Miles  Lane.  Mr.  Hugill  married  Miss  Abbot  (sister  of  Mr. 
Abbot,  of  Forbes,  Abbot  &  Lennard),  whose  father  was  an 
intimate  friend  of  John  Wesley.  The  great  divine  was  a 
regular  visitor  at  her  father's  house,  dining  there  weekly,  and 
the  family  still  retain  the  chair  in  which  he  was  wont  to  sit. 
Mrs.  .Hugill,  now  in  her  seventieth  year,  survives  her 
husband.  They  had  a  family  of  six  sons  and  two  daughters. 
Three  of  the  sons  are  pharmacists,  Mr.  John  Howden  Hugill, 
Ph.C,  and  Mr.  Edwin  Abbott  Hugill  now  being  senior  and 
junior  partners  in  Meggeson  &  Co.,  while  Mr.  Arthur  Major 
Hugill,  Ph.C,  is  one  of  the  proprietors  of  Messrs.  R.  Sumner 
&  Co.'s  wholesale  drug-business,  Liverpool.  Dr.  George 
Hugill  is  a  successful  medical  practitioner  in  Balham,  and 
Mr.  Thomas  T.  Hugill  a  solicitor  in  the  City.  The  late  Mr. 
Hugill  never  took  any  part  in  the  public  affairs  of  pharmacy 
on  account  of  his  extreme  diffidence,  but  his  private  influence 
was  great,  and  his  early  experience  in  London  made  him 
particularly  kind  to  young  men  in  search  of  situations,  and 
he  had  quite  a  reputation  in  the  trade  for  "  suiting"  people. 
Many  owe  their  success  in  London  to  his  interest  in  their 
welfare.  Mr.  Hugill  was  actively  engaged  in  business  until 
his  81st  year,  when  the  shock  caused  by  the  sudden 
death  of  a  younger  son  in  India  decided  him  to  retire,  and 
for  nearly  seven  years  he  enjoyed  the  quiet  and  rest  he  had 
so  well  deserved.  His  funeral  took  place  at  Edmonton 
parish  churchyard  on  Saturday  from  his  residence  in  Chisle- 
hurst. 

Hyne. — On  April  6,  at  175  West-end  Lane,  West  Hamp- 
stead,  Emma  Rebecca,  the  beloved  wife  of  Mr.  Harry  Hyne, 
pharmaceutical  chemist.    Aged  45. 

Parsons.— On  April  6,  Mr.  William  Parsons,  F.C.S., 
pharmaceutical  chemist,  chief  dispenser  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital,  London.  Mr.  Parsons,  who  was  over  50 
years  of  age,  was  a  Somersetshire  man,  and  in  the  sixties 
was  an  assistant  to  Dr.  Charles  Symes,  Liverpool.    He . 
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passed  the  Major  examination  in  1869,  and  soon  after  got 
one  of  the  assistant-dispenscrships  at  St.  Bart.'s.  He  steadily 
progressed  until  a  little  over  fifteen  years  ago  he  was 
appointed  chief  dispenser. 

Planchon. — The  announcement  of  the  sudden  death  of 
M.  Planchon  caused  a  painful  impression  in  pharmaceutical 
Paris  last  week.     The  sad  event  occurred  on  Thursday, 

April  12,  at 
Montpellier, 
whither  he  had 
gone  to  spend 
the  Easter  holi- 
days with  his 
nephew,  who  is 
a  professor  at 
the  school  of 
pharmacy  of 
that  town.  The 
immediate  cause 
of  death  is  at- 
tributed to  syn- 
cope. Francois 
Gustave  Plan- 
chon, brother  of 
Emile  Planchon, 
the  celebrated 
botanist,  was 
born  at  Ganges 
(Herault)  on 
October  28, 1833, 
so  that  he  was 
nearly  67  years 

of  age.  He  was  elected  in  1877  a  member  of  the  Paris 
Academy  of  Medicine,  a  distinction  much  prized  by  French 
pharmacists,  and  on  November  1,  1886  he  was  nominated 
Director  of  the  Paris  Superior  School  of  Pharmacy  on 
the  resignation  of  M.  Chatin,  who  survives  him.  Gustave 
Planchon  rose  mainly  by  his  own  exertions,  though  he  also 
owed  much  to  his  brother  Emile.  Their  parents  were 
natives  of  the  Basses  Cevennes,  which  district  will  be 
familiar  to  readers  of  K.  L.  Stevenson's  work  by  his 
charming  "  Through  the  Cevennes."  They  were  Protestants, 
for  the  Cevennes  was  a  stronghold  of  that  faith  during 
Louis  XIV. 's  efforts  for  its  extinction.  Emile  was  the  elder, 
and  his  parents  made  the  effort  of  sending  him  to  Mont- 
pellier to  take  his  pharmacy  diploma.  He  succeeded 
brilliantly,  and  then  obtained  a  position  at  Kew  Gardens, 
and  afterwards  at  Ghent.  He  had  the  merit  of  encouraging 
and  assisting  his  brother  Gustave  to  follow  in  his  footsteps. 
Gustave  Planchon's  career  may  be  summarised  as  follows  : — 
B.A.  degree  in  1849,  B.Sc.  1851,  M.D.  (Montpellier)  1859. 
In  1860-62  he  was  in  Switzerland,  acting  as  assistant  pro- 
fessor of  botany  at  Lausanne.  In  1862  he  joined  the 
Montpellier  Faculty  of  Medicine  as  assistant  professor. 
Two  years  later  he  obtained  his  degree  of  doctor  of 
science  at  the  Paris  Faculty  of  Sciences.  Later  in  the 
same  year  he  took  his  degree  as  pharmacien  de  premiere 
classe  at  Montpellier,  and  was  appointed  assistant 
professor  at  the  School  of  Pharmacy  at  that  town.  In 
1866  he  went  to  the  Paris  School  of  Pharmacy  as  professor 
of  the  natural  history  of  medicaments,  and  was  appointed 
director  in  1886.  Gustave  Planchon  was  a  prolific  writer, 
especially  on  the  history  of  French  pharmcay.  In  1866  he 
published,  jointly  with  his  brother,  a  work  entitled  "  Rondelet 
and  his  Disciples,  or  Botany  at  Montpellier  in  the  Sixteenth 
Century."  He  had  also  contributed  to  the  literature  of 
quinine,  ipecacuanha,  jaborandi,  and  in  1876  produced  his 
classic  work  on  "  Simple  Drugs  of  Vegetable  Origin."  His 
articles  on  the  history  of  apothecaries  have  for  a  good 
many  years  past  been  features  of  the  meetings  of  the 
Paris  Society  of  Pharmacy,  and  when  he  rose  to  say 
he  had  been  spending  a  holiday  in  searching  in  the 
archives,  one  could  always  be  sure  he  had  something 
of  interest  to  tell,  and  he  always  had  a  sympathetic 
audience.  M.  Planchon's  wife,  ncc  Egle  Leenhardt,  died  in 
1890.  The  death  of  M.  Planchon  is  a  great  loss  to  the  Paris 
School  of  Pharmacy.  He  was  an  ideal  director  in  the 
administrative  sense,  and  was  popular  alike  with  professors 
and  students.  His  election  as  President  of  the  Paris  Society 
of  Pharmacy  for  the  present  year  was  considered  particularly 


felicitous,  and  he  took  the  chair  at  the  monthly  meeting  of 
the  Society  not  many  days  ago.  The  best  indication  of  the 
unique  position  which  M.  Planchon  held  in  French  pharmacy 
was  given  in  his  election  as  President  of  the  International 
Congress  of  Pharmacy  to  be  held  in  Paris  next  August. 
Other  than  his  own  compatriots  had  honoured  him.  He 
had  been  an  honorary  member  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  of  Great  Britain  since  1876,  and  the  Hanbury  medal 
was  bestowed  upon  him  in  1889.  The  funeral  of  the  Pro- 
fessor took  place  on  Wednesday  of  this  week  from  the  Paris 
School  of  Pharmacy  at  noon.  A  representative  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  who  was  present,  sends  the 
following  account  of  the  ceremony  : — 

Under  the  main  doorway  of  the  School  a  simple  mortuary 
chamber  had  been  arranged.  The  tricolor  nag  which  surmounts 
the  entrance  to  all  Government  buildings  was  tied  up  with  crape. 
The  severely  simple  oak  coffin  was  covered  by  a  black  pall.  The 
Professor's  official  robes,  the  crimson  toque  or  cap  faded  by  forty 
years  of  usage,  and  the  blaek-and-crimson  gown,  lay  upon  the  coffin. 
At  the  foot  was  a  handsome  cross  of  pansies  and  other  flowers. 
A  detachment  of  the  115th  Infantry  of  the  Line,  with  a  mounted 
officer,  bugler,  and  muffled  drum,  mounted  guard  outside  the 
school  gates  to  pay  the  honours  always  accorded  to  members  of 
the  Legion  of  Honour.  A  funeral  hearse  was  accompanied  by  a 
large  vehicle  specially  arranged  for  wreaths.  These  were  many 
and  handsome.  Most  of  the  best-known  faces  of  Paris  pharmacy 
were  to  be  seen  under  the  cloistered  arcade  in  front  of  the  school. 
I  observed  MM.  Julliard,  Dethan,  Georges  (military  pharmacist 
of  Val  de  Grace),  Boymond,  Petit,  Crinon,  and  Collin.  Many 
ladies  were  present.  At  noon  the  ceremony  commenced.  Pastor 
Fontanes  officiated.  After  a  short  prayer,  he  traced,  in  one  of 
those  simple  and  touching  funeral  orations  in  which  the  French 
Protestant  pastor  usually  excels,  the  life  of  Gustave  Planchon  as 
a  son,  a  brother,  a  scientist,  and  a  professor. 

Professor  Moissan  then  gave  a  valedictory  address.  He  enu- 
merated Planchon's  titles — Member  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine, 
Officer  of  the  Legion  of  Honour,  &o. — referred  to  his  unflagging 
industry  and  unfailing  benevolence,  and  how  Planchon  would 
always  step  outside  his  official  sphere  of  duties  to  aid  a  young 
fellow  in  distress,  and  many  at  the  school  had  profited  by  his 
kindly  and  timely  help.  He  was  always  ready  to  give — even  to 
give  too  much.  Professor  Moissan  alluded  to  the  maimer  in  which 
the  school  had  prospered  and  increased  during  Planchon's 
directorship,  and  to  his  urbanity  both  towards  professors  and 
pupils.  Professor  Moissan  described  how  the  school  officials, 
who  had  hoped  to  see  their  beloved  director  return  with  new  and 
robust  health  from  his  Montpellier  holiday,  had  been  surprised 
by  a  first  telegram  announcing  his  illness  and  a  second  reporting 
his  death.  Little  did  they  think  when,  a  fortnight  ago,  Professor 
Planchon  bid  a  final  adieu  to  the  late  Professor  Beauregard,  that 
the  director  would  so  soon  follow  him  to  the  grave. 

Professor  Guignard  (Professor  of  Botany)  gave  a  long  and 
interesting  account  of  Planchon's  scientific  work. 

Professor  Bourquelot  followed. 

M.  Yvon  (Vice-President  of  the  Society  of  Pharmacy)  spoke  of 
Planchon's  devotion  to  the  Society. 

M.  Ricthe  spoke  eloquently  for  the  General  Association  of 
French  Pharmacists. 

M.  de  Mazicres  spoke  for  the  Seine  Pharmacists'  Syndicate  in 
his  usual  polished  style. 

M.  Marty  (ex-Inspector  of  Army  Pharmacists)  also  paid  his 
tribute  to  Professor  Planchon. 

A  young  delegate  from  the  French  General  Association  of 
Students  in  a  brief  speech  alluded  to  the  kindly  interest 
Planchon  took  in  their  Association,  and  M.  Louis  Jolly  (President 
of  the  Amical  Association  of  Pharmacy  Students)  concluded  the 
orations.  The  sharp  word  of  military  command  broke  the  re- 
spectful silence  as  the  infantry  detachment  advanced,  paid  a 
military  salute,  and  wheeled  off.  The  cortege  then  proceeded  to 
the  Montparnasse  Cemetery,  where  brief  words  of  prayer  and 
adieu  from  Pastor  Fontanes  at  the  graveside,  and  a  salutation 
to  the  representative  of  the  bereaved  family,  closed  the  ceremony. 

Priestley. — On  April  11,  at  17  Hertford  Street,  Mayfair, 
Sir  William  Overend  Priestley,  M.P.,  M.D.,  LL.D.,  of  West- 
brook  Hall,  Horsham,  Sussex.  Aged  69.  Sir  William 
Priestley  was  niernber  for  the  Edinburgh  and  St.  Andrews 
Universities.  He  had  been  a  successful  West-end  prac- 
titioner, and  had  attended  members  of  the  Royal  Family  as 
physician-accoucheur.  He  was  a  grand-nephew  of  Dr.  Joseph 
Priestley,  the  discoverer  of  oxygen.  He  was  a  favourite 
pupil  of  and  assistant  to  Sir  James  Y.  Simpson,  who  exerted 
himself  strenuously  to  promote  his  professional  interests 
after  he  had  settled  in  London  in  1856.  Sir  William  was  a 
most  skilful  practitioner  and  had  a  great  reputation  as  a 
lecturer.  He  was  a  clever,  well-read  man,  and  was  much 
liked  in  the  House  of  Commons,  where  he  exercised  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  influence. 
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Comer  for  Stuoents. 


Practical  Vegetable  Histology. 

STUDENTS  of  pharmacy  are  now  able  to  supplement 
their  winter  botanical  reading  with  ample  supplies 
of  young  vegetable  tissues,  and  if  they  are  wise  they  will 
begin  the  microscopic  study  of  plants  as  soon  as  possible. 
Without  the  microscope  the  histological  part  of  botany  is 
dry  work.  Perhaps  the  microscope  has  been  a  little  over- 
done in  botany  of  late  years,  and  there  has  been  a  tendency 
to  neglect  field  botany  ;  but  authorities  have  not  yet  made 
up  their  minds  as  to  which  is  the  better  to  begin  with.  In 
Nature,  the  other  day,  Professor  J.  B.  Farmer,  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Examiner  in  Botany,  wrote  as  follows  :— 

It  may  perhaps  be  open  to  question  whether  ecology,  as  it  is 
now  the  fashion  to  designate  what  used  to  be  called  natural 
history,  is  precisely  the  best  aspect  from  which  to  treat  botany 
regarded  as  an  instrument  of  school  education.  For  it  is  impos- 
sible to  escape  from  a  certain  elusive  vagueness  in  attempting 
even  an  elementary  discussion  as  to  the  nature  and  interaction  of 
the  factors  which  determine  60  complex  a  matter  as  the  forms  or 
the  mutual  adaptation  of  living  organisms.  But  whatever  may  be 
thought,  in  the  abstract,  of  ecology  as  an  introduction  to  botany 
from  the  scholastic  point  of  view,  there  can  hardly  be  two  opinions 
with  regard  to  the  fascinating  nature  of  the  study  itself. 

In  selecting  histology  as  the  starting-point  of  botanical 
study  the  pharmaceutical  student  becomes  the  analogue  of 
the  medical  student,  to  whom  anatomy  and  physiology  are 
the  first  steps  towards  the  study  of  the  human  frame.  We 
propose  to  give  explicit  directions  for  the  suitable  prepara- 
tion of  the  vegetable  tissues,  with  the  object  either  of  imme- 
diate study  or  of  their  preservation  as  specimens  for  future 
reference.  The  aim  is  to  assist  the  student  to  carry  on  histo- 
logical work  independent  of  a  teacher,  if  need  be.  The 
selection  of  experimental  and  analytical  work  is  such  as  is 
most  suitable  for  candidates  at  the  examinations  of  the 
various  pharmaceutical  societies  at  home  and  abroad.  For 
th  ose  who  wish  a  text-book  on  the  subject,  Bower's  "  Prac- 
tical Botany  for  Beginners,"  or  his  "  Course  of  Practical 
Instruction  in  Botany,"  together  with  such  works  as  Green's 
"  Manual  of  Botany,"  vol.  i.,  Sachs's  "  Textbook  of  Botany," 
and  Trail's  "  Syllabus  of  Lectures  on  Botany  "  will  be  found 
amply  sufficient. 

i".  Apparatus  Bcquired. 

The  student  of  practical  vegetable  histology  must  be  pro- 
vided with  the  following  apparatus: — 

A  Compound  Microscope  magnifying  from  about  40  to 
400  diameters  linear.  The  following  list  (alphabetically  ar- 
ranged), selected  from  the  most  recent  catalogues  of  British 
opticians,  will  enable  the  student  to  decide  which  instrument 
he  would  prefer  to  purchase  : — 

(i  Charles  Baker  (244  Eigh  Eolbom,  London,  W.C.)  offers  a 
"Hartnack  Model  Microscope,"  with  sliding-tube,  coarse  and 
micrometer  screw,  fine  adjustment;  draw-tube;  square  stage, 
with  clips ;  tripod  stand  ;  rotating  wheel  of  diaphragms,  mounted 
below  the  stage,  with  spring  to  bring  each  diaphragm  central  (or 
with  sub-stage  tube,  universal  size,  1^  inch,  without  diaphragms), 
with  plane  and  concave  mirrors,  on  adjustable  arm;  in  mahogany 
case,  with  handle,  lock  and  key ;  and  with  eyepiece  No.  3  and  two 
objectives— 1-inch  (magnifying  47)  and  ^-ineh  (magnifying  200)— 
for  51. ;  or  with  two  objectives— 3-inch  (magnifying  70)  and  f. -inch 
(magnifying  325)— for  5?.  5s.;  or  with  three  objectives— 2-inch 
(magnifying  15),  finch  (magnifying  70),  and  i-inch  (magnify- 
ing 200),  51,  10s.  4  Vol 

B.  &  J.  Beck  [Limited)  (68  Cornhill,  London,  E.C.)  supply  a 
very  serviceable  article  in  their  "  British  Student's  Microscope." 
The  stand  of  this  microscope  is  a  solid,  heavy  tripod,  with  a 
spread  of  6  inches  between  each  foot.  It  has  joint  for  inclination, 
sliding  coarse  adjustment,  lino  adjustment  by  micrometer-screw, 
and  large  milled  head.  The  undcrstage  is  furnished  with  an 
improved  form  of  iris  diaphragm,  enlarged  or  contracted  by  means 
of  a  handle.  It  is  also  provided  with  a  plane  and  concave  mirror. 
When  fitted  with  a  No.  1  eyepiece  and  two  objectives  (1-inch  and 
i-inch)  it  costs  4?.  9s.  6d. 

F.  Barton  d  Co.  (142  St.  John  Street,  London,  E.C.)  produce 
a  Student's  Microscope,"  fitted  with  an  English,  achromatic 
objective,  dividing  into  1-inch,  J-inch,  and  £-inch  object-glasses  of 
superior  definition,  combined  with  flatness  of  field ;  rackwork, 
coarse  adjustment,  and  fine  adjustment.  The  whole  is  fitted  in  a 
pohshed-mahogany  cabinet,  containing  one  live-box,  one  pair  of 
Btage- forceps,  and  a  pair  ef  dissecting-forceps.    Price  3?.  3s.  Also 


a  "  Histologist's  Microscope,"  with  A-inch  and  J-inch  best  objec- 
tives, 5/. 

Jas.  Paries  d:  Hon  (Yescy  Street,  St.  Mary's,  Birmingham) 
make  the  "  Worker  Microscope  " — a  very  steady  and  trustworthy  in- 
strument, with  1-inch  and  ^-inch  objectives,  in  mahogany  lock 
case,  for  5!.  10  s. 

Boss  (Limited)  (111  New  Bond  Street,  London,  W.)  produce 
an  instrument  of  high  quality,  called  "  The  New-model  Medical 
School  and  Educational  Microscope,"  with  =-inch  and  i-inch 
objectives,  eyepiece,  and  mahogany  case,  for  6i.  12s.  Another 
cheaper  instrument  is  their  "  Industrial  Microscope,"  which  costs 
rather  less  than  4/.,  when  supplied  with  two  objectives  (1-inch 
and  J-inch). 

J.  E.  Steward  (406,  457  Strand,  London,  W.C.)  offers  the 
"  Student's  Microscope  "  from  5!.  3s.  upwards.  Also  an  "  Improved 
Model  Student's  Microscope,"  with  two  eyepieces,  f-inch  and 
g-inch  objectives,  double  nosepiece  and  iris  diaphragm,  complete 
in  mahogany  case  for  11.  10s. 

Swift  d  Son  1 81  Tottenham  Court  Boad,  London,  W.)  pro- 
duce the  "  Now  Histological  and  Physiological  Microscope,"  fitted 
with  two  achromatic  objectives  (1-inch  and  J-inch),  eyepiece,  and 
iris  diaphragm  for  51.  5s.,  or  with  spiral  rack  and  pinion  adjust- 
ment for  greater  ease  and  precision  in  focussing  the  object  under 
examination,  for  61.  15s. 

Win.  Watson  d-  Sons  (313  Eigh  Eolborn,  London,  W.C,  and  16 
Forest  Boad,  Edinburgh)  offer  an  instrument  of  very  high  quality 
and  comparatively  low  price  called  "The  Fram  Microscope." 
Price,  complete  with  g-inch  and  1-inch,  or  f-inch  or  j-inch  par- 
achromatic  objectives  arranged  to  work  in  the  same  focal  plane, 
one  eyepiece,  in  mahogany  case,  for  6?.  15s.,  or  complete  with 
1-inch  and  j-ineh  objectives,  Abbe  illuminator  with  iris  diaphragm, 
two  eyepieces,  in  case,  for  81.  5s.  Two  other  very  serviceable 
instruments  produced  by  this  firm  are  "  The  Edinburgh  Student's 
Microscope "  and  "  The  Educational  Microscope."  The  former 
may  be  had  in  a  variety  of  forms  ranging  in  price  from  11.  15s. 
upwards,  and  the  latter,  with  5-inch,  g-inch,  and  1-inch  objectives, 
for  3/.  5s. 

James  Woolley,  Sous,  d  Co.  {Limited)  (Victoria  Bridge,  Man- 
chester), offer  an  excellent  instrument,  entitled  the  "  Practical 
Microscope,"  with  objectives  magnifying  170-340  diameters  and 
40-85  diameters,  complete  in  mahogany  case  for  M,  10s. 

A  Simple  Magnifying-lens. — A  triplet  lens,  costing  about 
3s. ,  is  a  very  serviceable  article.  One  of  them  mounted  is 
shown  in  the  figure.  A 
watchmaker's  eyeglass  has 
the  advantage  of  leaving  both 
hands  of  the  operator  free. 

Glass  Slides. — The  most 
convenient  size  measure  3 
inches  by  1  inch  (i.e.,  76  mm. 
by  26  mm.),  with  ground 
edges,  made  of  the  best 
flatted  crown-glass.  These 
cost  about  3s.  per  gross.  It 
is  convenient  to  have  a  few 
of  a  larger  size — viz.,  3£ 
inches  by  li  inch.  These 
cost  4s.  per  gross. 

Cabinet,  fitted  with  trays  for  holding  the  mounted  speci- 
mens. The  slides  should  lie  on  the  flat.  A  wooden  cabinet — 
mahogany  orpine — is  the  most  serviceable.    Cardboard  ones 


HFAUitU'Ton 

Cabinets  for  Slides.    (Ross  X'  Co.) 

are  also  to  be  had.  A  white  pinewood-cabinet  to  hold 
twelve  slides  costs  about  Is.  6d.  or  2s.  ;  to  hold  3  doz.  slides, 
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4,s-.  6(7. ;  to  hold  144  slides,  15s.  A  white  pinewood-cabinet, 
with  glass  panel  to  door,  to  hold  250  slides,  costs  37.  3s  ,  and 


Small  Cabinets  tok  Slides. 

to  hold  500  slides,  3/.  13s.  6(7.  ;  a  mahogany  one  to  contain 
250  slides  costs  31.  13s.  6d.,  while  one  to  hold  500  slides  costs 
57.  15s.  6d. 

Cover-glasses  or  Cover-slips. — These  may  be  had  in  two 
forms — square  and  circular.  They  should  be  very  thin.  The 
square  ones  should  be  used  for  balsam  preparations,  while 
the  circular  ones  should  be  reserved  for  those  that  require 
ringing.  They  are  sold  by  weight,  and  vary  in  size.  For 
large  sections — i.e.,  to  suit  the  large  slide's,  one  requires 
1-inch  or  1^-inch  cover-glasses  ;  for  the  small  slides  |  inch  or 
I  inch  are  necessary.    Price  about  4s.  per  oz. 

Mounted  Needles. — These  may  be  made  by  fixing  an 
ordinary  sewing-needle  into  the  end  of  a  wooden  pen- 


holder (as  above),  allowing  about  J  inch  or  1  inch  of  needle 
to  project.    Three  or  four  will  be  required. 

I  Section-lifter. — This  may  be  made  by  hammering  the 
end  of  a  piece  of  copper-wire  (about  4-6  inches  long,  and 


inch  thick)  until  a  thin  plate  is  formed,  which  is  then 
bent  at  an  angle  of  about  45°. 

-I  Cover-glass  Lifter  (shown  above)  costs  Is.  6(7.  to  2s. 


Forceps. — A  blunt-pointed  pair  as  figured  is  the  best. 

Scissors. — A  straight-bladed  small  pair. 

.1  Itizor,  very  sharp,  ground  flat  on  one  side.  Materials 
for  sharpening  razor. 

Camel-hair  Brushes.  —  Two  or  three  small  fine-hair 
brushes  of  different  sizes  are  necessary. 

White  Porcelain  Ointment-pots. — These  should  be  small 
and  have  lids. 

Drawing  Materials. — Drawing-book  or  paper  ;  two  pencils, 
one  II. B.  and  the  other  H.H.H. ;  coloured  pencils,  chalks  or 
paints;  indiarubber. 

Slips  of  Blotting-paper. — These  should  be  cut,  not  torn. 
Slips  measuring  about  2  inches  long  by  \  inch  or  £  inch 
broad,  are  a  very  convenient  size. 

Gu  mined  Babels — to  be  obtained  in  sheets — for  perma- 
nently naming  slides. 

Paper-slips. — A  number  of  ordinary  writing-paper  slips, 
measuring  about  2£  inches  by  f  inch,  is  very  useful  for 
temporarily  naming  the  slides.  The  name  of  the  preparation 
should  be  written  on  the  temporary  slip  and  placed  under  its 
appropriate  slide  in  a  tray. 

Dusters. — One  an  old  silk  handkerchief ;  the  other  of  a 
coarser  cloth. 

Watch -glasses. — Say  four  of  different  sizes  with  moderate 
their  convexity. 


Wash-bottles. — One  containing  absolute  alcohol ;  another, 
water. 

Bell-jar. — One,  to  cover  freshly-prepared  specimens  from 
dust  particles. 

Reagent  Bach  or  Framework,  containing  2-oz.  bottles, 
each  of  which  must  be  provided  with  a  glass  rod  having  a 
bulge  on  it  to  prevent  it  sinking  into  the  bottle,  and  to  act 
as  a  stopper.  Each  student's  rack  should  contain  twelve 
bottles.  The  following  reagents  are  the  ones  most  commonly 
used : — 

(a)  Five-per-cent.  aqueous  solution  of  sodium  chloride. 
(/>)  Two-per-cent.  aqueous  solution  of  caustic  potash. 

(c)  Pure  glycerin. 

(d)  Glycerin  and  water — 50  per  cent,  of  each. 

(c)  Canada  balsam  dissolved  to  the  consistency  of  syrup 
in  xylol  or  benzol. 

(/')  Iodine  solution — made  by  adding  sufficient  resub- 
limed  iodine  to  70  per  cent,  alcohol  to  give  it  a  sherry  tint. 

(g)  Schulze's  solution — i.e.,  chlor.  zinc  iodine.  May  be 
made  by  dissolving  55  grammes  of  zinc  in  150  c.c.  of  pure 
hydrochloric  acid,  and  evaporating  to  consistency  of  con- 
centrated sulphuric  acid,  dissolving  in  it  as  much  potassium 
iodide  as  it  will  take  up  (say  6  grammes),  and  then  adding 
■075  gramme  of  metallic  iodine. 

(It)  Magenta  solution — aqueous  or  alcoholic. 

(?)  Safranin  solution — saturated  solution  in  alcohol. 

(j)  Hoffman's  blue  (aniline  blue) — 50  per  cent,  alcoholic 
solution  containing  1  per  cent,  acetic  acid. 

(k)  Hematoxylin  solution — (1)  Dissolve  15  gr.  hema- 
toxylin in  If  oz.  absolute  alcohol.  (2)  Dissolve  15  gr. 
ammonia  alum  in  If  oz.  distilled  water,  and  add  1£  dr. 
glacial  acetic  acid.  Mix  the  two  solutions  together,  add 
1-h  oz.  glycerin,  and  allow  to  stand  for  six  weeks. 

(7)  Borax-carmine  solution — (1)  Saturate  6  oz.  distilled 
water  with  borax.  (2)  Dissolve  J  dr.  pure  carmine  in  1  dr. 
strong  liquid  ammonia.  Mix  1  and  2,  and  filter.  Preserve 
in  a  stoppered  bottle.  Messrs.  Burroughs,  Wellcome  &  Co. 
supply  soloid  stains  for  microscopy.  The  advantages  of 
having  a  supply  of  these  on  hand  is  sufficiently  obvious. 


IRew  Books. 


Cross,  D.  K.  Health  in  Africa:  Medical  Handbook  for 
European  Travellers  and  Residents,  embracing  Study  of 
Malarial  Fever  as  found  in  British  Central  Africa.  Intro,  by 
Sir  Harry  Johnston.    7i  x  4ff.    Pp.  234.    Is.  net.  (Nisbet.) 

Highton,  H.  P.  Introduction  to  Qualitative  Analysis. 
7i  x  4f.    Pp.  182.    3s.  6d.  (Rivingtons.) 

Hill,  A.,  M.P.  Introduction  to  Science.  Is.  net.  (J.  M. 
Dout  &  Co.)  [The  first  of  the  Temple  Encyclopedic  primers. 
We  bought  this  one  and  find  it  a  good  shillingsworth.  There  are 
portraits  of  Lister,  Bacon,  Kilvin,  Boyle,  Darwin,  and  Charles 
Bell  in  it,  each  a  master  in  a  subject  dealt  with  in  the  course  of 
137  pages.] 

Hill,  J.  W.  Management  and  Diseases  of  Dog.  8^  x  5j- 
Pp.  540.    10s.  6(7.  (Sonnenschein.) 

Jones,  W.  L.  The  Mercantile  Year-booh  and  Directory  of 
Exporters  in  Liverpool,  Manchester,  Birmingham,  Glasgow, 
Bristol,  d-c.  7i  x  4^.  Pp.  354.  7s.  6(7.  (The  Mercantile 
Guardian.)  [Part  I.  divides  London  into  itineraries  for  travel- 
lers ;  Part  II.,  importers  abroad  with  agents  here  ;  Part  III.,  classes 
of  goods  shipped  from  London  in  English,  French,  and  German ; 
Parts  IV.  and  V.,  merchant-shippers.  Useful,  but  not  as  complete 
as  it  might  be.] 

Lucas,  J.  J.  S.  Nordrach  at  Home:  Hygienic  Treatment  of 
Consumption  adapted  to  English  Home  Life.  6j  x  4.  Pp.  60. 
Is.  (Arrowsmith.) 

Medical  Annual,  1900  :  a  Work  of  Reference,  for  Medical 
Practitioners.  7k  x  5.  Pp.  744.  7s.  6(7.'  (J.  Wright  &  Co., 
Bristol.)  [This  excellent  annual  is  quite  up  to  the  standard  of 
its  predecessors — indeed,  it  seems  to  become  more  interesting  as 
hebdomadal  contemporaries  get  duller.  The  illustrations  are 
excellent,  and  x-ray  work  is  a  feature  of  this  volume.  Otherwise 
it  is  a  record  of  treatment.] 

Ormerod,  Eleanor  A.  Report  of  Injurious  Insects  and  Common 
Farm  Pests  during  1899  ;  Methods  of  Prevention  and  Remedy. 
9£  x  6£.    Pp.  160.  '  Is.  6(7.  (Simpkin.) 

Panaotovic,  Dr.  Jovan  P.    Chcmischc   Hilfsbuch.     Pp.  69 
2m.    (Ferd.  DLimmlers,  Berlin.) 
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©bservatione  anfc  IReflecttons. 

By  XRAY8ER. 


The  complacency  with  which  those  candidates  for  the 
Council  who  are  seeking  re-election  survey  their  past  serv  ices 
and  their  actual  merits  reaches  the  sublime,  and  even  goes  a 
step  beyond.  The  majority  of  them  are  so  sure  of  their 
superiority  to  the  common  order  of  candidate  that  they  do 
not  think  it  necessary  to  recommend  themselves  in  any  way. 
"  My  views,"  writes  Mr.  Bateson,  "  will  doubtless  be  known  to 
all  who  are  interested  in  the  forthcoming  election."  Except 
for  the  enlightening  paragraph  in  the  C.  4'  D.  I  am  ashamed 
to  confess  that  I  should  have  had  no  knowledge  at  all  of  Mr. 
Bateson's  views.  I  am  in  the  same  disgraceful  state  of 
ignorance  with  regard  to  Mr.  Grose's  and  Mr.  Warren's 
opinions.  [Mr.  Warren's  are  on  page  652. — Editor.]  The 
truth  is  we  see  the  machine  at  work  and  have  a  general 
idea  of  what  it  is  doing,  but  it  is  hardly  reasonable  to  expect 
us  to  keep  our  eyes  glued  on  every  little  wheel. 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  Cross  spoke  his  address  at  Hanley.  I  happen  to 
know  that  Mr.  Cross  is  a  particularly  modest  man,  but 
modesty  was  not  the  most  striking  characteristic  of  the 
Hanley  speech.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society,  he  has  dis- 
covered, is  one  of  the  grandest  institutions  in  the  land  ; 
whatever  standing  chemists  and  druggists  have  to-day  is  due 
to  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  ;  it  has  done  more  for  them 
than  anyone  can  possibly  point  out.  And  this  is  the  work 
of  that  good  Council,  quorum  pars  sum.  Not  much  fault  can 
be  found  with  the  present  personnel  of  the  Council,  Mr. 
Cross  thinks,  which  is  the  only  way  in  which  it  was  possible 
for  him  to  declare  his  conviction,  that  it  cannot  be  improved. 
Fortunately  for  pharmacy  everybody  is  not  so  supremely 
satisfied  with  the  work  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  as  Mr. 
Cross  is  ;  there  is  some  "  divine  discontent  "  left  yet.  If  it 
were  not  so,  there  would  be  no  hope  at  all  of  further  progress. 

*  *  *  * 

One  sentence  in  the  report  of  the  North  Staffordshire 
Chemists'  Association  meeting  is  worth  framing.  Resolving  to 
endorse  the  Pharmaceutical  Council's  opposition  to  Clause  2 
of  the  Companies  Bill,  the  usual  speeches  were  made  in 
support  of  quite  a  different  policy,  and  one  member  even 
looked  far  enough  into  the  future  to  inquire  concerning  the 
intentions  of  the  Council  when  they  had  defeated  Clause  2. 
Would  they  then  do  anything  in  regard  to  company  trading  1 
asked  Mr.  Poole.  Mr.  Cross  is  alleged  to  have  replied  that 
"he  thought  the  Council  would  in  certain  eventualities,  in 
all  probability,  take  steps  to  prepare  a  new  Bill."  I  have 
been  told  that  you  can  insure  against  any  kind  of  risk  at 
Lloyd's.  They  will  even  underwrite  your  increased  expenses 
in  the  event  of  your  wife  having  triplets.  I  should  like  to 
know  their  price  for  insuring  companies  against  a  Pharma- 
ceutical Society's  Companies  Bill  after  allowing  for  the 
eventualities,  the  probabilities,  the  steps  to  be  taken,  and  the 
preparation  of  the  Bill,  to  say  nothing  of  its  infinitesimal 
chances  in  Parliament  if  ever  it  should  get  through  these 
preliminaries. 

*  *  *  * 

Dr.  Symes  regards  those  outsiders  who  have  ventured  to 
challenge  the  seats  vacated  by  himself  and  his  six  colleagues 
as  persons  of  "  less  experience  and  more  sentiment "  than 
himself,  just  as  Mr.  Cross  sees  in  the  man  who  does 
not  agree  with  the  infallible  twenty  only  someone  who 
wants  to  air  his  own  particular  grievances.  Dr.  Symes  can 
hardly  be  unaware  that  experience  can  be  gained  elsewhere 
than  in  the  Bloomsbury  Council-room,  and  I  should  hope 
he  is  not  prejudiced  enough  to  suppose  that  policies  which 


he  has  not  pioneered  can  have  nothing  in  them  beyond 
mere  sentiment.  Indeed,  Dr.  Symes's  criticism  suggests  the 
best  reason  for  varying  the  constitution  of  the  Council. 
Experience  always  reports  that  there  are  lions  in  the  way  ; 
the  new  recruit  may  in  his  rashness  venture  to  examine  the 
teeth  of  these  old  lions,  and  may  find  them  not  so  very 
formidable  after  all. 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  intervention  in  the  election  may  not 
be  quite  orthodox,  but  his  reason  for  it,  from  his  point  of 
view,  is  sound  enough.  He  and  his  friends  think  that  an 
infusion  of  what  Dr.  Symes  would  probably  describe  as  in- 
experience is  essential  to  the  more  spirited  direction  of 
liharmaceutical  affairs  just  now,  and  they  rightly  contend 
that,  if  the  result  they  aim  at  is  to  be  secured,  votes  for 
new  men  ought  to  be  concentrated.  A  thousand  divided  by 
four  gives  a  better  quotient  than  a  thousand  divided  by  ten. 
Whatever  may  be  said  for  or  against  the  four  selected,  it 
would  appear  from  their  letters  published  last  week  that  the 
only  recommendation  they  have  in  common  is  that  they  are 
at  present  uncontaminated  by  Council  associations.  They  all 
seem  to  be  "sentimental "  in  different  directions. 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  R.  J.  Downes,  of  Dublin,  the  former  President  of  the 
Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  was,  I  think,  the  most 
scrupulously  conscientious  and  the  most  serious  pharmacist 
I  have  ever  known.  I  believe  he  was  the  same  in  all  rela- 
tions of  life,  and  I  mention  these  characteristics  to  the 
honour  of  his  memory.  But  as  a  pharmaceutical  politician 
Mr.  Downes's  intense  seriousness  was  his  weakness  as  well 
as  his  strength.  His  colleagues  and  predecessors  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  for  instance,  could  denounce  the  conduct 
of  "  The  Castle  "  in  modifying  penalties  under  the  Pharmacy 
Act  as  fiercely  as  he  could — and  forget  all  about  it  a  few 
minutes  later.  To  Mr.  Downes  "  The  Castle's  "  perfidy  was  a 
cause  of  lasting  pain.  On  the  company-question  Mr.  Downes 
would  hear  of  no  compromise.  He  framed  a  really  ingenious 
argument,  based  on  the  declaration  in  one  of  the  Acts  that 
a  joint-stock  company  might  be  formed  for  any  "  lawful " 
purpose.  To  enable  unqualified  persons  to  keep  open  shop 
for  the  sale  of  poisons,  he  contended,  was  not  a  lawful 
purpose.  But  the  peers  and  officials  to  whom  he  submitted 
this  argument  treated  it  with  the  levity  which  is  their 
method  of  disposing  of  logic  not  backed  up  by  some  sort  of 
force.  I  fancy  Mr.  Downes  lost  some  illusions  during  his 
period  of  office  as  President,  but  he  certainly  secured  high 
esteem  from  his  colleagues  as  they  came  to  appreciate  his 
character  and  his  abilities. 

*  *  *  * 

Mr.  Richard  Reynolds,  whose  death  was  recorded  last 
week,  did  a  specially  valuable  service  to  pharmacy  by  the 
action  he  took  in  1862  against  the  then  prevalent  practice  of 
making  medicinal  preparations  with  methylated  spirit.  This 
work,  in  which  he  engaged  with  the  persistence  which 
characterised  him  in  all  he  undertook,  was  alluded  to  in  the 
C.  4*  D.  memoir,  but  I  have  not  seen  it  mentioned  elsewhere. 
Modern  chemists  have  no  idea  of  the  almost  universal  use  of 
methylated  spirit  in  pharmacy  at  the  time  when  Mr. 
Reynolds  set  himself  to  stop  it.  Redwood,  Morson,  and 
others  had  already  directed  attention  to  the  objectionable 
practice,  and  the  College  of  Physicians  had  formally  de- 
clared its  disapproval  of  the  introduction  of  the  noxious 
spirit  into  medicines.  But  the  Board  of  Inland  Revenue  had 
repeatedly  given  authority  for  the  use  of  methylated  spirit  in 
the  preparation  of  tinctures  and  extracts,  and  field  that  it 
had  no  power  to  prevent  this  abuse  so  long  as  no  product 
of  the  spirit  was  used  as  a  beverage.  This  permission  went, 
far  to  demoralise  the  trade.  Many  druggists  made  all  their 
tinctures  with  methylated  spirit,  and  a  large  wholesale 
business  in  "  cleaning  "  the  spirit,  adding  a  trace  of  cochineal 
or  camphor  to  it  and  selling  it  as  tincture  of  cochineal  or 
spirit  of  camphor,  sprang  up.  There  were  conscientious 
pharmacists  who  would  not  touch  the  stuff,  but  these  were 
heavily  handicapped  in  competing  with  their  less  scrupulous 
rivals.  Mr.  Reynolds  dealt  with  the  subject  from  the  point 
of  view  of  trade  and  of  morals,  and  he  did  not  rest  until  the 
Board  of  Inland  Revenue  had  seen  it  to  be  necessary  to 
stringently  prohibit  the  degradation  of  medicinal  agents 
against  which  he  protested. 
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Ebitonal  Comments. 


Minimal  Mutability. 

In  a  recent  note  we  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the 
Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain 
had  undergone  comparatively  little  change  at  any  time 
during  the  past  twenty  years,  and  we  stated  that  if  any 
change  is  to  take  place  now  it  should  be  thorough,  so  that 
the  Council  may  appreciate  the  fact  that  a  change  from  old 
methods  is  desired.  The  Council  is  eminently  a  conserva- 
tive body.  In  the  early  years  of  the  Society  there  was 
practically  no  real  contest  for  the  vacancies  which  occasion- 
ally arose,  the  Council  doing  the  needful  when  the  number 
of  nominees  fell  short  of  the  statutory  requirement.  Even 
when  some  exceptional  interest  has  arisen,  and  independent 
members  have  endeavoured  to  infuse  some  new  blood  into 
the  organisation,  the  process  has  been  so  gentle  as  not  to 
appreciably  affect  the  condition  of  things.  At  the  present 
moment,  when  there  is  an  expressed  desire  on  the  part  of  the 
members  to  effect  some  change,  it  is  well  that  they  should 
know  the  facts,  and  these  cannot  be  better  understood  than 
by  a  statement  of  the  elections  during  the  past  twenty  years. 
We  show  these  in  the  first  table,  which  gives  the  sur- 
names of  the  Councillors  who  have  been  elected  each  year, 
those  in  the  central  column  at  the  annual  election  in  May, 
whilst  those  in  the  last  column  were  the  vacancies  which  were 
filled  up  by  the  Council. 

The  fact  should  not  be  overlooked  that  until  the  1899 
contest  there  were  fourteen  vacancies  to  be  filled  each  year, 
now  there  are  only  seven,  and  in  view  of  the  circumstance 
that  never  more  than  three  new  candidates  have  got  on  at 
one  time  during  the  past  twenty  years,  those  who  are  now 
desiring  a  change  will  need  to  work  very  hard  to  get  even 


April  21,  1900 


THE  (JHEMiST  AND  DitCGGLsT 


two  new  candidates  returned.  The  table  is  complete  proof, 
if  that  had  been  needed,  of  our  statement  that  the  Council 
has  not  been  reorganised  at  any  time.  During  the  period 
which  it  covers,  twenty-five  new  members  only  have  been 
elected  (1-19  per  annum)  without  counting  the  three  members 
who  were  restored  to  the  Council  after  being  away  from  it  for 
a  short  time.  Of  the  members  who  first  occupied  seats 
owing  to  the  accident  of  co-option,  three — Messrs.  Allen, 


Elected 


Co-opted 


1880  !  Andrews 

Radley 

1881  Carteiglie 
Walter  Hills 

1882) 

1883  }   No  change 

1884  J 

]  885      No  change 

1836  Southall 
1  Cross 

I  Baildon 

1837  Nevvsholme 

t  Gwilym  Evans 

1838  i  Butt 

Martin 
I  Nichol 

1839  Martindale 
Abraham 
Leigh 

1890  Storrar 

1891  No  change 

1892  No  contest 
Grose 

Martin  (restored) 
Johnston 

1893  Eymer  Young 

1894  '  Gostling  (restored)  (Diss) 

1895  Savory 
Corder 

1896  Symes  (restored) 
Park 
Bateson 

1897  Warren 

1898  i  No  change 

1899  j  Glyn- Jones 


Butt  (May) 

Young  (Edinburgh)  (May) 
Borland  (December) 


Allen  (January) 

Butt  (July) 
Watt  (November) 

Harrison  (May) 
Warren  (February) 

Warren  '  January) 
Harrington  (December) 


Harrington,  and  Warren — are  members  of  the  present 
Council.  Mr.  Warren  divides  with  Mr.  Butt  (now  an  auditor) 
the  co-option  record,  having  been  twice  made  a  councillor  in 
that  way.  He  was  first  elected  by  the  votes  of  the  members 
of  the  Society  in  1897.  The  deadly  period  of  1882-85,  when, 
with  the  exception  of  a  co-opted  member  in  1885,  no  change 
took  place  in  the  personnel  o£  the  Council,  was  followed  by 
the  most  reactionary  one  (1886-89)  of  the  Society's  existence 
during  the  twenty  years.  In  each  of  the  years  1886,  1888, 
and  1889  three  new  members  were  elected,  and  in  1887  two 
were  elected. 

The  present  councillors  and  their  periods  of  office  are 
worth  noting  :— 

Years 

C.  B.  Allen,  London  ...  15 
S.  R.  Atkins,  Salisbury, 

j    over   £0 

T.  Bateson,  Kendal    ...  4 
M.  Carteighe,  London  ..  19 
O.  Corder,  Norwich    ...  5 
*W.  G.  Cross,  Shrews- 
bury   H 

W.  S.  Glyn-Jones,  Lon- 
don   ...       ...       ...  \ 

*N.  M.  Grose,  Swansea...  8 
J.  F.  Harrington,  Lon- 
don    ...       ...       ...  X 

J.    Harrison,  Sunder- 
land   ii 

The  asterisks  indicate  the  retiring  councillors  who  are 
putting  up  again.  We  have  previously  called  attention  to 
the  curious  fact  that  the  Council  resolved  that  continuous 


*W.  Hills,  London 
J.  Johnston,  Aberdeen 
W.  Martindale,  London 
G.  T.  W.  Newsholme, 

Sheffield   

C.  J.  Park,  Plymouth... 
A.  L.  Savory,  London... 
A.   Southall,  Birming- 
ham ... 
*D.  Storrar,  Kirkcaldy... 
*C.  Symes,  Liverpool  ... 
*W.  Warren,  London  ... 
J.  R.  Young,  Warring- 
ton   


Years 
19 
8 
11 

13 

4 
5 

14 
10 

4- 
5 


office  is  a  bad  principle  for  examiners,  but  it  has  not  only 
affirmed  that  principle  in  its  own  case,  but  has  increased  the 
security  of  tenure  by  reducing  the  possibility  of  change. 
Otherwise  the  conditions  of  voting  are  unchanged,  and 
the  by-law  which  requires  the  Registrar  to  put  on  the  voting- 
paper  an  asterisk  against  the  names  of  those  who  are  members 
is  continued.  Hitherto  that  has  been  a  good  thing  for  the 
retiring  member,  but  now  that  there  is  an  increased 
electorate,  and  a  desire  to  reform  the  Council  is  expressed 
by  ten  other  candidates,  the  asterisks  may  be  taken  by 
reformers  as  an  indication  of  whom  not  to  vote  for.  How 
to  get  any  new  members  in  at  all  is  the  problem  :  it 
can  be  done  by  a  thorough  canvass  and  by  concerted 
action  ;  for  the  new  voters,  backed  by  the  advanced  section 
of  the  older  members,  should  be  a  sufficient  force  to  carry 
any  position  they  set  their  minds  upon. 


Phonetic  Pharmacy. 

It  was  the  custom  of  our  forefathers,  not,  perhaps,  without 
good  reason,  to  represent  the  chemist  of  their  day  as  a  lean, 
cadaverous,  and  laughterless  individual.  This  idea  was 
probably  fostered  and  maintained,  for  business  reasons,  by 
the  chemists  (or  apothecaries)  themselves,  but,  along  with 
various  other  things,  the  solemn  Death's-head  theory  of 
pharmaceutical  life  has  been  to  a  great  extent  abandoned. 
And  rightly  so  ;  for  not  the  least  important  of  the  many 
services  that  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  has  rendered  to 
the  trade  has  been  its  contributions  to  the  universal  gaiety. 

The  present  reflections  are  engendered  by  the  receipt  of  a 
fresh  instalment  of  samples  of  phonetic  counter-literature, 
which  seem  to  us  to  be  even  funnier  than  usual.  A  subscriber 
in  business  at  an  East  Coast  watering-place  was  asked 
recently  (in  writing)  for  an  "  electric  elavatory."  The 
worthy  son  of  Galen  pondered  deeply,  wondering  probably 
why  his  neighbour  the  patient  plumber  had  not  been 
requisitioned  instead,  until  his  eye  chanced  to  light  on  the 
conf.  senna;  jar,  and  the  mystery  was  solved.  Another  lady 
customer  requested  to  be  supplied  with  some  "  gin."  Being 
a  young  man  of  irreproachable  habits,  and  strictly  teetotal 
principles,  the  pharmacist  was  on  the  point  of  making  an  in- 
discreet reply,  when  prudence  prompted  him  to  ask  for  what 
purpose  it  was  required.  He  then  discovered  that  "  peroxide 
of  hydrogen  "  was  the  proper  thing,  the  lady  excusing  herself 
by  exclaiming  that  she  "knew  there  was  '  gin '  in  it  some- 
where." 

A  quaint  collection  comes  from  Sheffield,  all  on  slips  of 
paper  varying  in  degree  of  cleanliness,  but  all  in  legible, 
and  some  even  in  cultivated,  handwriting.  One  client  has 
evidently  mixed  up  the  name  of  a  well-known  dye-manufac- 
turer with  an  equally  well-known  pharmaceutical  prepara- 
tion in  a  request  for  "  half  oz.  Pill  of  Crawshaw."  Another 
called  for  "1  pennyworth  of  Scotch  Oneal,"  the  latter  being, 
we  presume,  a  blood-relation  of  the  Irish  O'Neills.  Yet  a 
different  variant  on  the  name  "  of  the  dried  female  insect  " 
is  a  demand  for  "  Coach  and  Eal."  This  has  a  cheery  post- 
house  ring  about  it,  quenched,  however,  on  the  same  paper 
by  a  second  request  for  "  Salts  and  Sorrows  for  Red."  The 
sequence  of  "  Salts  "  and  then  "  Sorrows  "  sounds  prophetic, 
and  as  if  it  were  the  melancholy  result  of  a  painful  ex- 
perience ;  while  the  combination  being  "  for  Red  "  may  have 
some  metaphysical  connection  with  the  "  purple  griefs  "  of 
our  latter-day  novelists.  What  a  weight  of  woe  there  is  in 
another  request  for  "bitter  alas  1  "  or  the  demand,  in  a 
beautiful  copybook  hand,  for  "pure  phenol,  prepared  for 
eternal  use  "  1  The  connection  between  this  and  the  reverend 
gentleman  who  booms  Calvert's  carbolic  as  an  influenza- 
specific  is  obvious.    "  Hugh  Collectus  "  and  "  Tinsheramere  " 
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are  beautiful  examples  of  phonetic  pharmacy  beside  which 
"  Chlordyne  of  Pot  Ass  "  and  "  Colry  drops  "  pale  their  in- 
effectual fires. 


Naval  Hospital  Dispenserships. 

New  regulations  have  been  issued  in  regard  to  these  ap- 
pointments (see  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary, 
1900,  page  263).  The  number  of  dispensers  at  Haslar  is 
increased  from  four  to  five,  and  at,  Malta  to  two.  The  age- 
limit  is  increased  to  28  years,  and  other  conditions  are 
modified  as  follows  : — 

Dispensers  will  be  paid  an  inclusive  salary  of  110/.  per 
annum  on  entry,  rising  by  5/.  biennially  to  130/.,  and  thence 
by  10Z.  biennially  to  230/.  They  will  also  be  provided  with 
quarters.  When  quarters  cannot  be  found,  the  authorised 
house-allowance  will  be  given. 

Dispensers  in  charge  of  stores  will  be  granted  the  follow- 
ing additional  allowances,  viz.  :  — 

Per  annum 

At  Haslar  and  at  Plymouth  hospitals  £40 

At  other  hospitals  at  home  or  abroad   ...       ...  20 

The  dispenser  instructing  the  Sick  Berth  Staff  at  Haslar 
Hospital  will  also  receive  an  allowance  of  20/.  per  annum. 

Dispensers  serving  at  the  following  stations  abroad  will  be 
paid  a  further  allowance  to  meet  the  increased  cost  of  living, 
viz. : — 

Per  annum 

At  Malta   £35 

At  Jamaica,  Bermuda,  and  the  Cape  of  Good 

Hope   £50 

At  Hong-Kong   $533i 

This  allowance,  however,  will  not  be  included  in  the  pay 
and  emoluments  on  which  civil  superannuation  will  be 
granted. 

Home  dispensers  will  have  twenty-eight  days'  annual 
leave,  exclusive  of  Sundays.  Abroad  this  may  be  reserved 
from  year  to  year,  so  as  to  obtain  an  absence  not  exceeding 
six  calendar  months.  Sick-leave  is  also  provided  for,  and 
three  calendar  months'  notice  is  now  required  on  resigning. 
We  are  pleased  to  note  the  salaries  are  increased  by  these 
new  regulations.  Hitherto  pay  has  commenced  at  91/.  5s. 
per  annum,  increasing  to  182/.  10s.,  exclusive  of  allowances. 
It  will  be  seen  that  it  is  now  possible  to  get  220/.  10s.  per 
annum  in  this  service,  with  allowances  equal  to  another  40/. 
or  so. 

Stereoisomerism  of  Citral. 

In  a  posthumous  paper,  read  before  the  German  Chemical 
Society  by  Herr  Kerschbaum,  the  last  researches  of  the  late 
Professor  Tiemann  on  the  stereoisomerism  of  citral  are  ex- 
pounded. It  vvifl  be  remembered  that  Stiehl's  statement 
that  leinongrastf  oil  contains  three  isomeric  aldehydes  in- 
duced Tiemann  to  go  into  the  matter  once  more,  and  he 
enunciated  the  theory  that  the  ordinary  form  of  citral  con- 
tains the  two  space  isomers  indicated  by  the  formula  which 
he  and  Semmlcr  have  always  supported  fur  this  body 
viz.  : — 

CH-\ 

>C:CH.CH,.CH,.C(CH:,);CH.COH. 
C'H/ 

This  point  is  now  pressed  home  in  the  case  of  pseudo-ionone. 
Containing,  as  it  does,  two  double  linkages — 

CH3X 

>C;CH.CHo.CH,.C(CH;):CH.CH;CH.CO.CH3 
CH/ 

—it  is  capable  of  existing  in  four  stereoisomer^  forms,  em- 
bracing the  usual  cis-tram  isomerism.  The  semicarbazone 
of  ordinary  pseudo*ionone  can  be  separated  into  two  bodies, 
one  melting  sharply  at  142°  C.  and  the  other  at  143=-144°  C. 


The  existence  of  the  other  two  isomers  has  not  yet  been 
indicated.  Following  this  up,  the  influence  of  the  stereo- 
isomerism of  the  resultant  ionone  becomes  a  matter  of 
importance.  Using  dilute  sulphuric  acid  Tiemann  and 
Kruger  obtained,  by  the  inversion  of  pseudo-ionone, 
a  body  differing  somewhat  from  that  which  De  Laire 
obtained  by  the  use  of  concentrated  sulphuric  acid. 
Tiemann,  in  1898,  established  the  fact  that  De  Laire 's 
body  was  chiefly  /3-ionone,  whilst  his  was  a  mixture 
of  a-  and  0-iononc.  In  the  present  paper  it  is  stated  that 
"  the  stereoisomeric  configuration  of  the  pseudo-ionone  has 
no  influence  on  the  formation  of  o-ionone  on  0-ionone  by 
inversion."  To  separate  the  pure  citral  //  in  a  pure  state, 
advantage  is  taken  of  the  fact  that  it  combines  with  cyan- 
acetic  acid  much  more  slowly  than  the  a  modification. 
After  shaking  200  grammes  of  ordinary  citral  for  three 
minutes  with  110  grammes  of  cyanacetic  acid,  40  grammes 
of  NaOH,  and  600  c.c.  of  water,  the  mixture  is  extracted 
with  ether,  which  withdraws  from  7  to  8  per  cent,  of 
pure  citral  b,  which  has  not  entered  into  combination.  The 
combined  citral,  when  treated  by  acids,  yields  the  charac- 
teristic citralidenecyanacetic  acid,  melting  at  122°  C,  whilst 
the  h  variety  yields  the  corresponding  acid  melting  at 
94°  C.  Lemongrass  oil  examined  in  the  light  of  these 
results  gives  an  initial  absorption  with  cyanacetic  acid  of 
(in  a  typical  sample)  73  per  cent,  consisting  of  citral  a.  Of 
the  remaining  27  per  cent.,  only  8  per  cent,  was  found  to 
be  citral  b,  the  residual  19  per  cent,  being  non-aldehydes. 


POLICY   FIRST,   PERSONS  AFTERWARDS. 

The  interest  in  the  Pharmaceutical-Council  election  is  by 
no  means  abating,  but  this  interest  threatens  to  develop  into 
a  contest  of  the  merits  of  persons  at  the  expense  of  submerg- 
ing the  policy  of  the  day.  The  electors  should  not  forget 
that  after  toying  with  the  company-question  for  twenty 
years,  their  representatives  at  Bloomsbury  Square  have  de- 
cided not  to  accept  the  present  opportunity  for  dealing  with 
the  question  presented  in  the  Companies  Bill.  That  is  what 
the  proposal  to  oppose  Clause  2  amounts  to.  Several  candi- 
dates, old  and  new,  feel  strongly  that  there  is  -hope  of 
getting  Clause  2  amended,  especially  in  regard  to  the  reser- 
vation of  pharmaceutical  titles  to  individuals,  and  they  are 
prepared  to  sound  Parliament  about  the  matter  before 
Clause  2  is  definitely  opposed.  This  is  the  real  issue  of  the 
election,  this  company-question,  and  a  pronounced  vote 
effecting  a  change  in  the  -personnel  of  the  Council  is  the  best 
means  of  showing  the  trend  of  feeling  in  the  country. 
Before  the  election  takes  place  we  may  know  what  Mr. 
Ritchie  is  to  do  with  the  Companies  Bill ;  any  way,  the  fact 
must  not  be  forgotten  that  the  pharmacy-clause  in  the  Bill 
(1)  is  bad  for  chemists  and  druggists,  (2)  is  to  be  amended 
according  to  Mr.  Ritchie,  and  (3)  should  be  amended 
according  to  pharmaceutical  way  of  thinking.  It  is  the 
merest  folly  to  promise  later  and  better  reform  through  a 
Pharmacy  Bill. 

"NO  13  BRIGGATE." 

The  death  of  Mr.  Richard  Reynolds  recalls  the  fact  that  the 
old  pharmacy  which  he  for  so  many  years  controlled  has  given 
a  few  distinguished  men  to  the  world,  including  a  bishop,  an 
F.R.S.,  and  a  Mayor  of  Birmingham.  Mr.  Henry  Cheetham  was 
senior  assistant  about  1818  and  left  to  take  holy  orders  in  the 
Church.  He  is  now  the  Right  Rev.  Henry  Cheetham,  M.A., 
D.D.,  D.C.L.,andinl870  was  appointed  Bishop  of  Sierra  Leone, 
a  position  which  he  held  until  1882.  He  once  told  Mr. 
Reynolds  that  he  believed  every  one  of  his  native  deacons 
was  an  agent  for  Holloway's  pills — one  explanation  of  how 
that  medicine  keeps  its  sale.  Henry  Bowman  Brady  com- 
pleted his  apprenticeship  at  No.  13  Briggate  in  1854.  He 
founded  the  firm  of  Brady  &  Martin,  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne, 
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was  a  man  of  great  scientific  ability,  an  F.R.S.,  and 
although  his  health  was  always  delicate  he  travelled  in 
nearly  all  quarters  of  the  globe.  Francis  Corder  Clayton 
after  finishing  his  apprenticeship  at  No.  13,  ultimately  joined 
J.  &  E.  Sturge's  firm  at  Birmingham  in  manufacturing 
citric  acid  and  other  chemicals.  He  served  two  years  as 
Mayor  of  Birmingham.  In  a  shirt  published  biography, 
Mr.  Clayton  gives  an  account  of  his  pupilage  with  Messrs- 
Harvey  &  Key nc  Ids,  and  tells  a  story  of  Mr.  Harvey  engaging 
him  more  than  he  thought  desirable  in  the  work  of  delivering 
nctes,  which  young  Clayton  hinted  was  not  improving  his 
knowledge  of  business,  and  he  suggested  that  a  porter  could 
do  it.  Mr.  Harvey  is  reported  as  saying  in  a  significant  way, 
"  Porter's  time  much  too  valuable  !  "  Amongst  Briggate  men 
abroad  arc  Mr.  C.  W.  Hill,  Christchurch,  N.Z.  ;  Mr.  Martin 
Rushton,  Hobai  t,  Tasmania ;  and  Mr.  Samuel  Barbour, 
Adelaide,  South  Australia.  We  may  also  mention  that  it 
was  Mr.  Reynolds  who  "discovered  "  Dr.  J.  C.  Thresh,  and 
encouraged  him  to  go  in  for  the  scientific  side  of  pharmacy. 

MEDICAL  DISPENSING. 

The  Therapist,  in  commenting  on  Dr.  William  Murrell's 
recent  statement  that  "a  race  of  men  is  growing  up  who 
know  nothing  about  drags  or  their  actions,  and  who  are 
often  incapable  of  prescribing  the  simplest  mixture,"  says 
one  of  the  causes  of  the  declining  interest  shown  by  medical 
men  in  the  action  of  drugs  in  health  and  disease  is  traceable 
to  the  abolition  of  the  apprenticeship  system.  Whilst  not 
prepared  to  advocate  a  return  to  the  old  system,  our  contem- 
porary feels  it  would  tend  to  stimulate  the  interest  in 
pharmacology  if  every  student  were  compelled  to  act  as  a 
dispenser  (under  proper  supervision)  for  at  least  twelve 
months.  It  would  be  preferable  if  dispensing  were  done  by 
qualified  persons  ;  but  we  are  informed  '•  the  sympathy  and 
understanding  at  present  existing  between  the  pharmaceuti- 
cal chemist  and  medical  man  is  not  of  such  a  character  as 
to  offer  any  hope  that  this  much-to-be-desired  condition  of 
affairs  is  likely  to  coins  to  pass  in  the  near  future."  Our 
experience  is  that  medical  men  are  fast  learning  to  ap- 
preciate and  take  advantage  of  the  special  knowledge  which 
pharmacists  possess,  and  which  they  themselves  lack.  A 
twelve-months  course  of  dispensing  would  cause  medical 
men  to  recognise  that  there  is  both  a  science  and  an  art  in 
dispensing. 

PERKS'  RECIPES. 

Several  correspondents  hive  written  to  us  recently  re- 
gxrding  a  Mr.  C.  E.  Perks,  of  1  Portwood  Street,  Liverpool, 
who  writes  to  them  apparently  in  dire  distress  enclosing 
sheets  oE  recipes  and  asking  for  a  few  shillings  to  help  him. 
The  last  letter  which  has  C3m:  under  our  notice  is  dated 
"23/3/CO,"  and  is  as  follows  :  — 

Deae  Sirs— After  being  out  of  regular  employment  months, 
have  an  offer  of  a  permanent  situation,  but  on  account  of  the 
hardships  my  wife  and  family  have  had  to  contend  with,  am  badly 
off  for  a  few  articles  of  clothing  I  urgently  require.  Will  you  a3 
a  great  favour  be  kind  enough  to  send  a  few  shillings  to  help  me  ? 
My  father,  the  late  Samuel  Perks,  chemist  and  lavender-distiller, 
Hitohin,  was  well  known  to  you.  Unfortunately  thro'  an  error 
in  his  will  his  second  wife  claimed  all,  and  will  not  help  in  the 
least.  Accept  enclosed  recipes  which  may  be  useful.  If  you  can 
possibly  let  me  hear  on  Saturday  night  shall  indeed  be  sincerely 
thankful.  In  helping  me  you  will  be  helping  my  wife  and  family. 
For  their  sakes  ask  your  kind  aid.         Yours  hopefully, 

C.  E"  Perks. 

There  being  no  response  to  this  by  Monday,  March  25,  an 
urgent  postcard  was  sent  in  the  following  terms : — 

Dear  Sirs,— If  you  will  kindly  reply  to  my  letter  of  the 
23rd  instant  shall  be  very  much  obliged.  Will  you  kindly  let  me 
hear  on  Tuesday  night  ?  Yours  faithfully, 

C.  E.  Perks. 

Five-and-twenty  recipes  were  enclosed  with  the  first  letter. 
As  a  contrast  with  the  above  we  quote  the  following  letter 
which  we  received  from  Perks  last  December,  when  we  wrote 


asking  him  for  particulars  in  regard  to  his  poverty  and 
suggesting  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Benevolent  Fund  might 
help  him  :  — 

Through  no  fault  of  my  own  have  been  out  of  employ  some  time 
(firm  closed),  and  in  a  cutting  place  like  Liverpool  there  is  not 
much  scope  for  a  manufacturing  perfumer.  I  am  quite  aware 
of  "  The  Pharmaceutical  Benevolent?  Fund,"  to  which  my  father, 
the  late  Samuel  Perks,  chemist  and  lavender-distiller,  Hit  chin, 
was  a  liberal  subscriber,  but  I  have  never  received  any  benefit 
from  it.  I  also  believe  my  father  was  for  years  a  regular  sub- 
scriber to  The  Chemist  and  Druggist.  I  have  a  wife  and 
family.  If  you  can  render  me  a  little  aid  shall  be  most  thankful. 
Again  expressing  my  deep  regret,  and  trusting  to  have  a 
favourable  reply,  I  am,  yours  faithfully, 

C.  E.  Perks. 

P.S.—  If  you  should  hear  of  a  vacancy  for  a  manufacturing  p.  r- 
f  umer  will  you  kindly  bear  me  in  mind  ? 

The  coolness  of  Mr.  Perks  was  not  unexpected ;  a  man 
does  not  engage  in  work  of  his  kind  for  many  years  without 
learning  a  thing  or  two.  We  print  all  this  for  the  benefit  of 
those  who  have  not  yet  heard  from  Mr.  Perks.  If  they  do 
business  with  him  they  may  as  well  do  it  on  a  business  basis, 
and  not  on  account  of  that  wife  and  family  who  have  so  long 
been  a  boon  and  a  blessing  to  Mr.  Perks  in  his  letter-writing. 


ELLIS'S  FLY-CAGE. 

This  is  the  latest  thing  in  flycatchers  that  we  have  seen.  It 
is  put  on  the  market  through  Messrs.   Shirley  Brothers, 
Rockingham  Street,  Newington  Causeway,  S.E.,  r, 
and  consists  of  a  quadruple  string  attached  to 
the  base  and  lid  of  a  cardboard  box.    As  will  be 
seen,  it  can  be  suspended  near  the  roof,  or  any- 
where else  out  of  the  way,  in  the  best  position  »T  J 
for  catching  the  flies.    It  is  cleanly,  and  is  likely 
to   be  an   attractive   line  during  the  summer 
months. 

A   NEW   TUBE-FILLING  MACHINE. 

Messrs.  Thomas  Christy  &  Co.,  25  Lime 
Street,  London,  E.G.,  can  supply  the  tube-filling 
machine  here  figured.  It  differs  in  action  from 
some  other  machines  of  similar  shape  in  having 
a  wheel-action  which  permits  great  pressure  ^T|B!!P 
being  applied  to  the  cylinder,  so  that  by  a  fraction  of  a  turn 
the  material  is  filled  into  the  tubes.    The  machine  is  pro- 


vided with  two  nozzles  which  suit  standard  sizes  of  tubes, 
and  nozzles  for  other  sizes  can  be  obtained  on  application. 
The  parts  can  readily  be  removed  for  cleaning-purposes. 
The  machine  is  supplied  in  three  sizes  of  cylinder  capacities 
— |  gal.,  1^  gal.,  and  10  gals. 


The  "Proceedings  of  the  Chemists'  Assistants' Associa- 
tion "  for  the  session  1898-99  has  just  been  distributed  to 
the  members.  It  is  priced  at  26".  6d.,  and  can  be  had  from 
the  Secretaries,  73  Newman  Street,  W. 
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XTbc  paris  jeybibition. 


THE  Exhibition  of  1900,  formally  opened  by  President 
Loubet  on  April  14,  has  no  such  striking  novelty  as 
the  Eiffel  Tower  of  1889,  but  it  has  been  well  thought  out 
and  cleverly  executed,  and  the  excellent  manner  in  which  the 
different  sites  have  been  treated  render  it,  as  an  artistic 
whole,  far  superior  to  any  previous  Exhibition. 

The  main-entrance  gate,  on  the  Place  de  la  Concorde,  is  a 
semi-Oriental  structure,  100  feet  high,  in  variegated  colours, 
blue  and  white  predominating.  It  is  to  be  surmounted  by  a 
female  statue,  representing  the  City  of  Paris.  As  female 
statues  go,  this  one  will  be  unique,  for  it  will  represent  a 
lady  dressed  in  the  latest  fashion,  with  a  cloak  which 
suggests  the  newest  thing  for  automobiling,  and  she  will 
stand  in  an  attitude  of  openhanded  welcome.  The  thirty-six 
turnstiles  in  the  entrance-gate  will  allow  42,000  persons  to 
pass  per  hour. 

A  long  strip  of  riverside  garden  brings  us  to  the  two 
Fine  Art  Palaces,  which  stand  face  to  face  on  the  Avenue 
Nicolas  II.,  the  new  thoroughfare  which,  commencing  on 
the  Champs  Elysees,  at  the  spot  where  the  Palais  de 
l'lndustrie  formerly  stood,  leads  to  the  new  Alexander  III. 
Bridge.  These  two  palaces,  with  the  bridge,  are  the  only 
portions  of  the  Exhibition  destined  to  be  permanent.  The 
two  buildings  cost  1.000,000/.  sterling  ;  the  bridge  another 
■  inarter  of  a  million.  The  Grand  Palace  is  intended  to  replace 
the  Palais  de  l'lndustrie  ;  during  the  Exhibition  it  will  be 
devoted  to  the  art  of  the  nineteenth  century.  The  "Petit 
Palais,"  opposite,  will  include  the  collections  of  ancient  art 
(down  to  a.d.  1800).  After  the  Exhibition  it  becomes  the 
property  of  the  City  of  Paris. 

The  Alexander  III.  Bridge  and  the  new  avenue  are,  in 
certain  respects,  the  striking  features  of  the  Exhibition  ;  but 
a  description  of  them  is  unnecessary  in  this  journal.  The 
bridge  leads  across  the  Seine  to  the  Esplanade  des  Invalides, 
where  the  Art  Industry  Section  of  the  Exhibition  is  lodged 
in  two  very  handsome  rows  of  buildings,  decorated  in  a 
style  in  which  our  French  neighbours  excel.  Through  the 
central  alley  we  catch  a  glimpse  of  the  gilded  dome  under 
which  Napoleon  I.  rests. 

Returning  to  the  Invalides  Bridge,  a  unique  spectacle 
meets  our  view.  The  organisers  of  the  Exhibition  have  at 
last  grasped  the  idea  of  the  wonderful  effect  to  be  obtained 
by  lining  both  banks  of  the  Seine  with  suitable  buildings, 
and  this  new  Venice  is  absolutely  charming  in  its  effect.  On 
our  right  are  the  Pavilion  of  the  City  of  Paris,  the  vast 
greenhouse  of  the  Horticultural  Section,  the  Palace  of  Con- 
gresses (a  handsome  white  Louis  XVI.  building,  where  the 
principal  meeting  of  the  Pharmacy  Congress  will  be  held  in 
August),  and,  away  beyond  the  Alma  Bridge,  the  picturesque 
Gables  of  "  Old  Paris."  On  the  left,  along  the  Quai  d'Orsay, 
is  "  The  Street  of  Nations,"  as  the  pavilions  of  foreign  Powers 
are  termed.  Here  the  mixed  styles  of  architecture  repre- 
sented by  the  tastes  of  the  civilised  nations  of  the  world 
make  as  picturesque  a  sight  as  men  have  ever  seen,  and 
although  in  other  exhibitions— Chicago,  for  example— nations 
have  done  the  same  thing,  their  efforts  have  not  been  so 
favourably  placed.  Here  cheek  by  jowl,  all  in  a  row,  on  the 
banks  of  an  historic  river,  we  have  such  a  sight  as  poets 
dream  of,  but  rarely  realise.  The  Prince  of  Wales's  Pavilion, 
as  that  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  is  termed,  is  most 
solidly  constructed,  and  represents  an  Elizabethan  mansion. 
The  Old  World  and  the  New,  East  and  West,  are  represented 
in  this  Street  of  Nations.  Many  of  the  pavilions  will  con- 
tain restaurants  and  cafes,  where  the  culinary  Columbus 
may  find  novelties,  and  possibly  indigestion  ;  but  the  British 
building  will  contain  no  institution  of  this  kind. 

In  the  Trocadero  Gardens  the  Colonial  Group  is  placed. 
This  vies  with  the  Street  of  Nations  in  picturesque 
originality.  The  south-western  half  of  the  gardens  is 
devoted  to  the  French  colonies — Algiers,  Tunis,  Soudan, 
Senegal,  Guinea,  West  Africa,  Dahomey,  the  French  Congo 
being  represented  by  buildings  of  more  or  less  importance, 
also  Indo-China  and  Tonkin.  Madagascar  was  possibly  not 
thought  of  when  the  Exhibition  was  first  planned  ;  at  any 
rate,  she  has  been  "  crowded  out "  of  the  gardens,  and  only 
finds  refuge  in  a  special  building  erected  in  the  centre  of 
the  Place  de  Trocadero.    In  the  north-east  half  of  the 


Trocadero  Gardens  are  to  be  found  the  Chinese,  Japanese' 
and  Egyptian  Pavilions,  and  those  representing  the  colonies 
of  foreign  nations.  As  might  be  expected,  honours  are 
divided  between  Russia  and  England.  Russia's  Siberian 
Pavilion,  a  reproduction  of  the  Kremlin,  is  large  and 
striking.  Among  its  other  features  is  the  Trans-Siberian 
Railway  exhibit,  where  one  may  sit  in  a  palace-car  and, 
watching  a  panorama  slowly  unfolding,  have  the  illusion  of 
a  trip  across  Russian  Asia. 

Casting  a  passing  glance  at  the  remarkable  building  of 
the  Dutch  Indies  (a  quaintly-carved  Hindoo  temple  from 
Java  flanked  by  two  Sumatran  houses  of  elegant  and 
picturesque  design),  we  arrive  at  the  British  Colonial 
Pavilion,  a  plain  structure,  the  chief  feature  of  which  is  a 
tower  where  the  Union  Jack  has  been  flying  for  the  last 
few  months. 

The  colonies,  especially  Canada,  have  made  capital 
progress,  and  the  Dominion  exhibit  is  very  interesting  and 
calculated  to  give  a  good  comprehensive  idea  of  the  vast 
resources  of  the  quclqucs  arpents  do  ncigc,  whose  loss  France 
took  so  lightly.  An  artistically-arranged  collection  of 
cereal  and  agricultural  products  and  a  large  number  of 
natural-history  specimens  occupy  a  considerable  space,  while 
the  textile  and  other  manufactures  are  also  well  illustrated. 

This  is  one  of  the  sections  which  is  really  ready.  Our 
Canadian  cousins  evidently  know  how  to  mingle  a  little  of 
the  activity  of  their  American  neighbours  with  their  British 
loyalty. 

Australia  is  a  little  less  advanced,  and  at  the  moment  of 
our  visit  a  fine  show  of  timber-samples  was  the  most 
apparent  characteristic. 

The  British  Indian  Pavilion  forms  a  twin  building  with 
the  Colonial  Section,  but  architecturally  is  far  more  elegant. 
It  is  likely  to  become  a  favourite  lounge  with  English  and 
other  visitors,  as  tea-rooms  will  be  provided  where  the 
Britisher  may  sip  his  national  beverage,  and  the  Frenchman 
take  "  five  o'clocquer  "  at  any  hour  he  likes.  Very  hand- 
some is  the  carved  central  trophy  in  the  Imperial  Court,  as 
well  as  many  of  the  showcases  and  picture-frames.  The 
Native  States  have  sent  contributions.  Ceylon  has  a  special 
court  where  she  illustrates  tea-growing  and  other  industries, 
while  the  Central  Court  contains  a  miscellaneous  exhibit. 
Everywhere  much  taste  has  been  displayed,  and  all  is  well 
forward.  Just  outside  is  the  Japanese  Pavilion  with  its  tea- 
house and  sake  tavern.  China  is  not  far  off  ;  Egypt  and  the 
Transvaal  are  placed  next  to  the  British  and  Colonial 
Pavilion. 

Chemical  Exhibits. 

The  Champ  de  Mars  contains  the  bulk  of  the  real  ex- 
hibition. English  industry  has  been  allotted  a  fair  space 
everywhere.  At  the  present  moment  it  is  too  early  to  give 
any  very  complete  account  of  the  exhibits,  but  some  remarks 
regarding  the  Chemical-industries  Section  will  not  be  out 
of  place.  Here  Germany  has  a  very  good  exhibit  of  the 
collective  character  which  is  favoured  by  that  most  official 
of  countries.  The  court  is  handsomely  got  up  in  dark  wood, 
and  an  emblematic  statue  adorns  the  entrance.  Just  behind 
is  the  Perfumery  Court,  where  two  immense  female  figures 
in  plaster  symbolising  the  industry  (Nature  and  synthesis, 
presumably,  or  flora  and  coal-tar)  flank  the  entrance.  The 
British  plot  is  just  opposite  the  German.  The  places  of 
honour,  or  profit,  next  to  the  main  gangway  have  been 
secured  by  Lever  Brothers,  of  Port  Sunlight,  the  alkali- 
makers  of  England,  Gosnell,  and  Pears.  The  English 
exhibitors  have  exhibited  as  they  like,  within  limits,  so 
that  the  German  and  English  Courts  present  as  wide  a  con- 
trast as  could  well  be  imagined.  Russia  has  a  large  space, 
and  Hungary,  Italy,  and  the  smaller  nations  are  fairly 
represented.  The  United  States  has  been  relegated,  with 
Norway  and  others,  to  a  first-floor  gallery. 

The  French  Chemical  Section  is  yet  too  incomplete  to 
describe.  A  large  bay  bears  the  ineription  "Arts,  Chimiques, 
and  Pharmaceutiques,"  and  is  adorned  with  scrolls  and 
foliage  in  the  tender  tones  which  are  so  soothing  to  every- 
body. On  a  golden  central  sphere  the  name  of  Pasteur  is 
inscribed,  while  lesser  spheres  encircle  it  bearing  the  names 
of  famous  chemists.  In  the  centre  of  the  Section  a  retro- 
spective exhibit  dealing  with  French  chemical  industry  and 
science  since  the  Revolution  is  to  be  installed,  and  around 
this  the  various  departments  of  chemical  industry  (including 
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pharmacy)  will  be  arranged.  The  great  chemical  industries 
are  represented  by  the  Society  of  Saint  Gobain,  Chauny,  and 
Cirey  ;  Kuhlmann's,  Solvay  Maletra's  works,  and  the  chemi- 
cal companies  of  Alais  and  the  Camargue,  and  of  Marseille- 
Lestague.  The  Borax  Consolidated  Company  (Limited),  of 
Maisons-Laffitte,  show  borax  and  boracic  acid  ;  Foersters,  of 
Havre,  permanganate  of  potash  ;  the  Electric  Company, 
phosphorus.  The  St.  Forrs  Chemical  Company,  Bardots,  and 
the  Pharrnacie  Centrale  de  France  are  also  represented.  The 
French  Electro-Chemical  Society  show  carbide  of  calcium. 
The  stearine  exhibits  are  numerous.  The  Societe  des  Bougies 
de  l'Etoile  show  the  various  operations  of  candle-making. 
The  manures  (especially  superphosphates  and  ammoniacal 
salts),  glues  and  gelatins  are  well-represented,  while  phar- 
macy is  mostly  represented  by  proprietary  articles.  The 
Societe  Chimique  des  Usines  du  Rhone  shows  "  synthetic 
indigo,"  which  it  was  the  first  French  house  to  make.  Lair 
&  Co.,  of  Pau,  the  Phone  Chemical  Works,  and  the  Anglo- 
French  Society  of  Courbevoie  show  synthetic  perfumes, 
including  ionone  (violet),  hawthorn,  lilac,  lily  of  the  valley 
and  musk.  Besancon,  Ringaud  and  Meyer,  Hardy,  Miloo, 
Guimet,  Deschamps,  &c,  show  colours,  while  varnish  is 
represented  by  Bolore,  Chapelle,  Villemot  and  others. 

In  the  perfumery  section  Piver,  Roger  &;  Gallet,  Vibert, 
Vaissier,  eau  de  Botot,  Michaud,  de  Ricqles  are  represented. 

The  great  festival  hall  in  which  the  opening  ceremony 
was  held  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the  "  Palais  de 
Machines  "of  1889.  It  is  450  feet  by  450  feet  by  150  feet 
high,  and  can  seat  20,000  persons. 

An  electric  railway  and  movable  platform  runs  round  the 
triangle  formed  by  the  east  side  of  the  Champ  de  Mars,  the 
west  side  of  the  Esplanade  des  Invalides,  and  the  Quai 
d'Orsay — a  total  distance  of  about  2  miles.  The  electric 
railway  runs  at  12  miles  an  hour ;  the  moving  platforms 
are  two  in  number,  one  running  about  2\  miles  (4  kilo- 
metres) an  hour,  the  other  at  4£  miles.  The  fare  is  2\d. 
for  the  first  and  E>rl.  for  the  second  platform  (for  any  dis- 
tance). 

The  side-shows  are  numerous  and  varied.  In  and  around 
the  Champ  de  Mars  are  a  Swiss  village,  with  mountains  and 
chalets ;  an  optical  palace,  with  a  monster  telescope,  a 
celestial  globe,  the  great  wheel.  Venice  in  Paris,  etc. ;  the 
panorama  of  the  Transatlantic  Steamer  Company,  the 
mareorama  (voyage  round  the  Mediterranean),  and  the  "  Tour 
du  Monde," 

personalities. 


Mr.  J.  Dorman,  manager  of  the  Colombo  Apothecaries' 
Company,  is  now  en  voyage  for  a  six  months'  trip  home. 

MR.  J.  E.  Langford  Moore  has  succeeded  the  late  Mr. 
W.  Parsons,  F.C.S.,  as  chief  dispenser  of  St.  Bartholomew's 
Hospital. 

Mil.  John  Stainer,  J.P.,  chemist,  Folkestone,  has  been  re- 
elected chairman  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Kent 
Wesleyan  Methodist  School  Association  (Limited). 

Mr.  Thomas  Matthews,  chemist  and  druggist,  Ross,  was 
returned  at  the  head  of  the  poll  at  the  recent  Ross  Urban 
Council  Election.  Mr.  Matthews  was  Chairman  of  the 
Council  last  year. 

Lieutenant  John  Gibson,  of  Hexham,  besides  being  an 
ardent  Volunteer  and  a  capable  pharmacist,  has  shown  his 
versatility  in  another  direction  by  writing  a  hymn  which 
will  be  sung  in  the  Abbey  Church,  Hexham,  on  St.  George's 
Day. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Nottingham  Board  of 
Guardians  on  April  17,  Mr.  S.  Cook,  chemist,  was  elected  to 
the  vice-chair.  Mr.  Cook  has  been  a  member  for  five  and  a 
half  years,  during  three  of  which  he  was  Chairman  of  the 
Dispensary  Committee. 

Charity  or  Advertisement  ? — A  patent-medicine  firm 
in  Chicago  has  distributed  free  to  the  poor  5,000  packages  of 
their  preparation.  To  explain  this  unwonted  generosity  the 
firm  states  that,  the  medicine  being  such  a  valuable  curative 
agent,  they  wanted  the  poor,  who  are  unable  %q  buy  it,  to 
have  it  anyhow. 


Scientific  progress. 


West  Indian  Sandalwood  Oil. — Whilst  Deussen  has 
been  investigating  the  hydrocarbon  constituents  of  West  Indian 
sandalwood  oil  (C.  <f-  D.,  April  7),  Soden  has  been  examining  the 
alcoholic  constituents.  He  states  (Pharm.  Zeit.  1900,  229)  that 
the  alcohol  present  in  the  oil  is  isomeric  with  santalol,  the  chief 
constituent  of  East  Indian  oil.  He  proposes  for  this  body  the 
name  amyrol.  It  possesses  the  formula  Cl;,H_,-,OH,  and  is  a  colour- 
less, viscous  oil  of  aromatic  odour,  soluble  in  3-3';  parts  of  70-per- 
cent, alcohol,  and  boiling  at  299°-301°  C. 

Carbohydrates  from  Trag-aeanth.—  Widstoc  and  Tollens 
have  re-investigated  the  carbohydrates  obtainable  from  gum 
tragacanth  [Serichte  1900,  132)  with  very  interesting  results. 
The  samples  upon  which  their  researches  were  carried  out  were 
six  in  number,  which  gave  the  following  results  on  analysis : — 

No.       Colour.  Water.     Pentosan  and  CH--pentosan 

1  ...  White  15-37  44-6 

2  ...  White  38-1 

3  ...  White  43-3 

4  ...  Brown  14'64  50-5 

5  ...  Brown  5P8 

6  ...  Brown  16.39  45-2 

Of  these  1,  2,  and  3  were  flake,  and  4  and  5  were  hog  tragacanth. 
The  general  method  of  hydrolysis  adopted  was  with  dilute 
sulphuric  acid.  The  three  samples  of  white  flake  gum  yielded 
xylose,  whilst  from  the  brown  varieties  arabinose  was  obtained. 
Both  varieties  appear  to  yield  also  the  methyl  pentose,  which 
Giinther  and  Tollens  isolated  from  seaweed,  and  to  which  they 
assigned  the  appropriate  name  fucose.  The  present  authors  have 
prepared  some  of  this  carbohydrate  from  both  sources,  and  are 
quite  satisfied  as  to  the  identity  of  the  body.  [This  paper  has 
been  erroneously  abstracted  in  the  current  issue  of  the  Chemical 
Society's  journal.  The  arabinose  is  assigned  to  white,  and  xylose 
to  brown  tragacanth. — Editob.] 

The  Action  of  Heat  on  Papain.  Hailay  has  under- 
taken a  scries  of  experiments  analogous  to  those  he  recently 
recorded  for  pepsin,  with  a  view  to  determine  the  influence  of 
heat  on  papain  digestion.  The  first  series  of  experiments  were 
conducted  on  dry  papain.  After  standing  in  vacuo  ovev  sulphuric 
acid  for  twenty-four  hours,  the  ferment  was  heated  to  100°  C.  for 
three  hours.  The  quantities  used  in  the  experiment  were  as 
follows  ; — 

Papain...       ...       ...       ...       ...       04  gramme 

Water  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...    100  grammes 

Fibrin  ...       ...       ...       ...      20  grammes 

Chloroform   30  drops 

After  twenty-four  hours'  digestion  at  40°,  the  results  with  tho 
heated  and  the  normal  ferments  were  compared.  These  were  as 
follows  :  — 


Heated 
Normal 


Rotation  of 
Filtrate 
(20  cm.) 


-2°  38' 
-2°  44' 


Solids  in 
Filtrate 


0-158  gramme 
0T71  gramme 


Undigested 


2'275  grammes 
2'204  grammes 


The  differences  here  shown  are  so  small  as  to  lead  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the  action  of  heat  (up  to  100°  C.)  has  no  appreciable  effect 
on  the  digestive  power  of  papain.  Papain  was  then  heated  with 
water  to  temperatures  varying  from  55°  to  83'5°  C.  and  the  results 
compared  under  identical  conditions  with  those  from  unheated 
papain.    The  chief  results  obtained  may  be  thus  tabulated  : — 


Rotatory  Power 
of  Filtrate 

Not 
Digested 

Solids  in 
Filtrate 

Unheated 

-40° 

1-80 

0-160 

70° 

-41-99° 

2-14 

75° 

0-157 

80° 

-47-20° 

2-97 

0-120 

82-5° 

-49-82° 

4-95 

0058 

By  examining  the  fibrin  at  the  end  of  the  period  of  digestion,  the 
author  concludes  that  the  destructive  temperature  of  papain 
under  these  conditions  may  be  fixed  at  82°  C.  After  75°  the  diges- 
tion of  the  fibrin  becomes  less  and  less  complete,  and  at  82-5°  the 
fibrin  was  unaltered  after  twenty-four  hours'  digestion. — (Journal 
dc  Pharm.  ct  de  Chemic,  1900,  272.) 
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pharmaceutical  Society  of 
Great  Britain. 

NORTH   BRITISH  BRANCH. 
Evening  Meeting. 

THE  final  evening-  meeting  of  the  Session  took  place  on 
April  18,  at  33  York  Place,  Edinburgh. 
Mr.  Peter  Boa  presided,  and  there  was  a  fair  attendance. 
Before  proceeding  with  the  business  of  the  meeting  the 
Chairman  referred  to  the  loss  which  the  Society  had  sus- 
tained in  the  death  of 

Sir  Douglas  Maclagan, 

who  was  the  senior  honorary  member  of  the  Society.  In  the 
early  days  he  took  an  active  interest  in  the  work  of  the 
Society.  Several  of  his  original  communications  in  the 
department  of  materia  medica  were  read  at  the  Society's 
evening  meetings,  and  he  presented  several  interesting  speci- 
mens to  the  Society's  museum.  Along  with  the  late  J.  F. 
Macfarlan  and  J.  Robertson  he  represented  the  Society  on 
the  Edinburgh  Committee,  appointed  in  1859,  along  with 
similar  committees  in  London  and  Dublin,  to  draft  the  first 
Pharmacopoeia  for  the  United  Kingdom,  which  was  published 
in  1864.  A  large  collection  of  materia-medica  specimens 
made  by  him  while  lecturer  in  the  Edinburgh  School  of 
Medicine  was  now  in  the  Society's  museum  at  York  Place. 

It  was  agreed  to  send  a  letter  of  sympathy  to  his  son,  Dr. 
Maclagan. 

The  first  paper  was  by  Mr.  Archibald  Currie,  on 

solution  op  arsenic  and  iron-wine. 

He  said  his  attention  was  drawn  to  the  following  prescrip- 
tion by  dispensing  it  on  two  occasions  with  different 
results  :  — 

Liq.  arsenicalis   ...  ... 

Syr.  simplicis  ...       ...       ...  5ij- 

Vin.  fern    |j. 

On  the  first  occasion  the  mixture  was  clear,  but  on  the 
second  occasion  a  green  turbidity  was  observed  which 
yielded  a  green  precipitate.  Two  different  wines  were  used. 
On  testing  the  two  wines  for  iron  he  found  merely  a  trace  in 
the  ferric  condition  in  No.  1,  while  No.  2  contained  047  per 
cent,  in  the  ferrous  state,  with  a  trace  of  ferric.  No.  1  was 
faintly  acid  and  was  a  rich  full-bodied  rather  sweet  sherry, 
while  No.  2  was  dry  and  faintly  acid.  No.  1  had  been  in 
stock  over  a  year,  but  No.  2  was  freshly  prepared.  On 
examining  the  mixture  made  with  No.  2  he  found  that 
practically  all  the  arsenic  had  been  precipitated  as  ferrous 
arsenite,  the  precipitate  consisting  of  a  mixture  of  this  and 
ferrous  hydrate. 

Mr.  Archibald  Currie  also  read  a  note  on 

GLYCERIN  01'  CODEINE. 
In  making  a  glycerin  of  codeine,  he  found  that  unless  an 
excessive  amount  of  alcohol  was  used  to  dissolve  it  (5ij.) 
the  codeine  crystallised  out  on  being  added  to  the  glycerin. 
Codeine  combining  readily  to  form  soluble  salts  with  most 
acids,  the  solution  was  made  as  follows,  heat  being  used  to 
hasten  solution : — 

CodeintB        ...       ...       ...       ...  gr.  ij. 

Acid,  hydrochlor.  dil.        ...       ...  inij. 

AquiB   lilxx. 

Glycerini  ad  ...       ...       ...       ...  5j- 

He  was  surprised  to  find  that  this  solution  developed  a 
yellowish  tinge  and  a  disagreeable  odour.  The  same  result 
happened,  only  more  slowly,  when  the  glycerin  was  added 
cold.  Dilute  sulphuric  and  phosphoric  acids  gave  a  solution 
which  kept  clear  and  odourless. 

Mr.  Lunan  said  iron  wine  might  well  have  been  omitted 
from  the  Pharmacopoeia  but  for  the  sentimental  regard  in 
which  it  was  held  by  the  Medical  Council.  As  illustrative 
of  the  degrees  of  acidity  of  wines,  he  mentioned  that  a 
sample  he  had  examined  required  15  gr.  of  sodium  carbonate 
to  neutralise  1  oz. 

Mr.  C.  F.  Henry  would  have  expected  liquor  arsenical}; 


to  be  incompatible  with  iron  wine  and  with  citrate  of-iron 
wine. 

Mr.  Rutherford  Hill  referred  to  glycerin  becoming 
coloured  and  acquiring  an  unpleasant  odour  when  heated 
with  even  a  trace  of  hydrochloric  acid,  the  odour  being 
suggestive  of  some  butyric  compound  of  skatol.  Methyl 
indole  was  formed  when  aniline  and  zinc  chloride  were 
heated  with  glycerin,  and  possibly  the  disgusting  odour  was 
due  to  some  indole  compound. 

The  Chairman  suggested  that  the  colour  and  odour 
might  be  clue  to  a  minute  trace  of  fatty  acid  such  as  he  had 
found  in  samples  of  glycerin. 

Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  then  read  a  note  on 

quinine  acetate. 

He  said  a  discussion  recently  took  place  as  to  the  solubility 
of  acetate  of  quinine  in  connection  with  a  paper  on  quinine 
solutions  and  ammonium  acetate.  On  this  point  the  "  Art 
of  Dispensing  "  said :  "  The  greater  number  of  difficulties  with 
quinine  mixtures  were  caused  by  the  formation  of  less  soluble 
salts  owing  to  double  decomposition — for  example,  in  the 
case  of  mindererus  spirit  and  quinine  sulphate.  It  so 
happens  that  acetate  of  quinine  is  one  of  its  least  soluble 
salts,  although  it  dissolves  readily  on  heating,  and  in  certain 
proportions  it  is  possible  to  get  a  mixture  of  an  alkaline 
acetate  and  quinine  sulphate  perfectly  solid  owing  to  the 
formation  of  quinine  acetate."  Mr.  D.  B.  Kidd,  the  reader 
of  the  paper  referred  to,  suggested,  and  apparently  correctly, 
that  this  precipitate  was  not  acetate  but  hydrate  of  quinine, 
which  separated  owing  to  dilution  of  the  acetic-acid  ions  by 
the  alkaline-acetate  solution.  That  any  alkaloidal  acetate 
should  be  exceptionally  insoluble  was  considered  improbable, 
and  it  seemed  desirable  that  quinine  acetate  should  be 
further  examined.  Mr.  Kidd  obtained  a  sample  from 
Howards',  which  he  handed  to  him  with  a  note  that  the 
salt  was  very  little  used  and  not  quoted  commercially.  Its 
solubility  in  cold  water  was  said  to  be  slight  and  in  hot 
water  it  was  said  to  be  fairly  freely  soluble.  He  (Mr.  Hill) 
had  been  unable  to  find  any  published  reference  to  the  salt. 
It  was  in  light  filiform  silky  white  crystals,  rather  smaller 
and  duller  in  appearance  than  quinine  sulphate.  The 
crystals  were  permanent  in  air  at  the  ordinary  temperature. 
The  aqueous  solution  was  almost  neutral  or  very  faintly 
alkaline,  and  had  a  bluish  fluorescence  intensified  by  adding 
excess  of  acetic  acid.  0  52  gramme  of  the  salt  was  dissolved 
in  water,  excess  of  ammonia  added,  and  the  alkaloid  washed 
out  with  chloroform  ;  0  52  gramme  gave  0  389  gramme  of 
quinine  =  74  8  per  cent.  ;  0  222  gramme  of  the  salt  was  dis- 
solved in  water  and  titrated  with  N/10  sodium-hydroxide 
solution  and  phenolphthalein  ;  0'222  gramme  required 
733  c.c.  of  the  N/10  solution  =  0  0435  gramme  acetic  acid, 
or  19  6  per  cent.  The  salt  contained  a  slight  trace  of  sul- 
phate, and  hence  the  foregoing  result  was  lower  than  it 
would  otherwise  have  been.  An  attempt  to  determine  water 
of  crystallisation  by  drying  at  100°  O.  failed,  because  at  that 
temperature  the  whole  of  the  acetic  acid,  as  well  as  the 
water,  was  driven  oft'.  The  water  of  crystallisation  deter- 
mined by  difference  was  5  6  percent. 

A  salt  having  the  formula  C20H21N2O2.C2H4O2.H2O  required 

Calculated  Found 

Quinine    74-37  74'8 

Acetic  acid        ...    19  97  19-6 

Water    566  56 

The  foregoing  was,  therefore,  the  correct  formula. 

The  solubility  in  cold  water  was  found  to  be  1  in  52.  It 
was  freely  soluble  in  hot  water. 

The  solubility  in  alcohol  (90  per  cent.)  was  nearly  1 
in  7  (1  in  8  5  by  volume),  in  chloroform  about  1  in  12  (1  in 
8  by  volume),  in  ether  about  1  in  130  (1  in  172  by  volume), 
and  in  absolute  ether  about  1  in  390  (1  in  542  by  volume). 

When  excess  of  ammonium-acetate  solution  was  added  to 
a  saturated  aqueous  solution  of  quinine  acetate  the  liquid 
in  a  short  time  became  solid  owing  to  formation  of  the 
bulky  quinine  hydrate.  The  same  result  happened  even 
when  considerable  excess  of  acetic  acid  was  present.  This 
tended  to  substantiate  the  accuracy  of  Mr.  Kidd's  suggestion 
as  to  the  cause  of  precipitation  in  such  mixtures  as 
mindererus  spirit  and  quinine  sulphate.  There  were  many 
other  dispensing-occurrences  in  the  elucidation  of  which  a 
knowledge  of  the  new  dualism  in  chemistry  would  doubtless 
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be  useful.  Mr.  Hill  said  Messrs.  Howards  had  given  him 
a  prompt  and  courteous  reply  to  his  inquiries. 

Mr.  J.  Rutherford  Hill  then  read  a  paper  on  the  pre- 
sence of 

Copper  in  Nux  Vomica. 

He  said  his  attention  had  been  drawn  to  the  subject  through 
being  consulted  by  a  member  as  to  the  following  mixture  : — 

Tr.  nucis  vom.    5ij- 

Spt.  amnion,  aromat.    5iv. 

Spt.  chloroformi      ...       ...        ..  5ij- 

Aq.  menth.  pip.  ad   5vj. 

When  dispensed  the  mixture  had  a  slightly  yellowish  white 
milky  appearance  which,  on  standing,  slowly  changed  to  a 
greenish-blue  colour  somewhat  resembling  commercial  fer- 
rous phosphate  in  tint.    The  change  in  colour  led  the 
patient  to  complain  that  the   medicine  was  wrong.  A 
similar  result  followed  on  the  medicine  being  dispensed 
again.    Experiments  showed  that  the  change  of  colour  was 
due  to  a  reaction  between  the  tincture  of  nux  vomica  and 
the  aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia.   The  mixture  was  dispensed 
with  eight  different  samples  of  tincture  of  nux  vomica,  and 
in  every  instance  the  same  change  of  colour  took  place, 
though  in  varying  degree.    In  the  experiments  it  was  quite 
evident  that  copper  in  the  nux  vomica  was  the  cause  of 
the  colour.    Attention  was  called  to  the  presence  of  copper 
in  several  extracts,  infusions,  and  decoctions  at  a  meeting  of 
the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference,  and  its  presence  was 
attributed  to  the  use  of  copper  evaporating-pans.    Mr.  Hill, 
however,  found  that  in  experimenting  with  tinctures  pre- 
pared direct  from  the  powdered  seeds  entirely  in  glass 
vessels  the  same  evidence  of  copper  when  used  to  dispense 
the  mixture.    He  had  been  supplied  by  the  maker  with  some 
of  the  same  ground  seeds  as  those  from  which  the  guaranteed 
fluid  extract  was  made.    The  powder  was  found  to  contain 
0  24  per  cent,  of  copper.    The  ash  also  contained  iron  and 
manganese.    He  could  not  obtain  any  of  the  whole  seeds 
from  which  the  ground  sample  was  made,  and  therefore  had 
no  means  of  settling  whether  the  copper  arose  partly  from 
the  process  of  grinding.    He  also  examined  several  commer- 
cial samples  of  powdered  nux  vomica  and  two  commercial 
specimens  of  the  whole  seeds,  one  grey  and  the  other 
greenish,  and  in  every  instance  found  copper  present,  though 
in  less  amount  than  in  the  first  sample.    It  was  evident, 
therefore,  that  the  copper  in  the  fluid-extract  was  not  neces- 
sarily due  either  to  the  grinding  or  manufacturing  process, 
but  might  be  due  to  what  was  known  as  "  normal  copper  "  in 
the  seeds,  which  was  a  matter  for  further  investigation. 
In  a  third  paper  Mr.  Hill  gave  a 

Note  on  Gelatinised  Tincture  op  Kino. 

He  said  much  had  been  written  on  the  subject,  but  his 
experience  was  that  many  pharmacists  had  never  seen  a 
sample,  and  therefore  he  showed  one  that  had  occurred  under 
his  own  observation.  In  1886  Mr.  Duncan  and  he  did  some 
work  which  proved  that  glycerin  did  not  prevent  gelatinisa- 
tion.  The  sample  produced  was  made  by  the  1885  formula, 
and  its  present  condition  corroborated  the  work  they  did 
in  1883  because  it  was  completely  gelatinised.  It  had  been 
standing  in  a  laboratory  for  three  years,  but  it  was  only 
recently  observed  to  have  become  solid.  A  sample  of  the 
same  make,  kept  for  the  same  period  in  a  similar  bottle  in 
the  same  place,  remained  liquid  and  with  no  sign  of  gelatini- 
sation.  The  cause,  he  thought,  was  slow  evaporation  of  the 
solvent,  due  to  an  imperfect  stopper. 

Mr.  Currie  spoke  of  an  experience  he  had  had  with  a 
nux-vomica  mixture  in  which  the  colour  changed,  but  the 
patient  did  not  complain. 

Mr.  Macpherson  referred  to  the  gelatisation  of  tincture 
kino.  He  produced  a  specimen,  and  stated  that  while  it 
was  kept  in  a  large  shop-round  it  remained  liquid,  but  after 
standing  for  a  time  in  a  small  phial  it  became  solid.  He 
attributed  the  gelatinisation  to  evaporation. 

Mr.  Henry  said  his  experience  went  against  the  theory 
of  evaporation  making  the  tincture  become  solid.  It  would 
be  interesting  to  know  if  copper  sulphate  had  been  ground 
in  the  mill  before  being  used  for  the  nux  vomica  containing 
so  high  a  percentage  of  copper. 

Mr.  Lunan,  Mr.  Kidd,  and  Mr.  Glass  continued  the 
discussion. 


Mr.  Duncan  was  of  opinion  that  the  quantity  of  copper 
was  purely  accidental,  just  as  a  number  of  sheep  he  had 
heard  of  had  been  poisoned  by  eating  grass  which  had 
grown  on  soil  which  had  been  closed  with  copper  sulphate 
for  steeping  wheat.  He  had  got  varying  results  with 
tincture  of  kino,  but  he  had  never  seen  trouble  with  it  till 
the  glycerin  was  added. 

Mr.  Bowman  recommended  the  use  of  a  good  cork  instead 
of  a  stopper  to  prevent  gelatinisation,  which,  he  believed,  re- 
sulted from  evaporation. 

Mr.  Hill  replied,  and  the  authors  were  thanked  for  their 
papers. 

The  Chairman  at  the  finish  made  reference  to  the  fact 
that  this  was  the  last  meeting  of  the  session,  and  expressed 
his  indebtedness  to  those  who  had  contributed  to  the  success 
of  the  meetings. 

Mr.  Lunan  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  Chairman, 
who,  in  acknowledging  the  vote,  spoke  of  the  assistance  he 
had  received  from  Mr.  HiB. 

Boer  Relics. 

Among  the  articles  exhibited  at  the  close,  much  interest 
was  taken  in  a  Boer  psalm  and  hymn  book  bound  with  the 
catechism,  a  prayer-book,  a  bandolier  and  leather  legging, 
which  had  been  sent  home  by  a  dispenser  in  South  Africa, 
who,  Mr.  Hill  said,  had  regularly  attended  of  their 
evening  meetings.  They  had  been  picked  up  in  Cronje's 
laager  at  Paardeburg  along  with  a  number  of  letters  scrawled 
in  pencil  in  Boer  Dutch. 


association  affairs. 


Manchester  Pharmaceutical  Association. 

The  annual  general  meeting  of  this  Association  was  held 
on  April  11,  Mr.  G.  S.  Woolley  in  the  chair.  Mr.  J.  Woodruff 
Walton,  Hon.  Secretary,  read  the  annual  report,  which  gave 
a  resumi  of  the  work  of  the  session  just  closed. 

Mr.  A.  J.  Pidd,  Hon.  Treasurer,  read  the  financial  state- 
ment, which  showed  a  sum  of  14/.  2s.  Qd.  in  hand. 

The  Chairman,  in  moving  the  adoption  of  the  report  and 
balance-sheet,  said  the  Association  had  had  a  very  satis- 
factory year.    They  had  been  active  not  only  in  the  reading 
of  papers  but  also  in  looking  after  the  political  part.  He 
then  read  the  copy  of  a  letter  which  had  been  sent  to  the 
local  members   of   Parliament  by  the  executive  of  the 
Association.     He  also  mentioned  that  by  invitation  Mr. 
Kemp  and  himself  attended  a  meetiDg  of  the  Medico- 
ethical  Association.      Amongst  other  visitors   were  the 
Presidents  of  the  local  Dental  and  Odontological  Societies. 
They  had  been  invited  to   express  their  views  on  the 
Companies  Bill,  and  did  so  with  such  effect  that  the  meeting 
expressed  itself  unanimously  in  favour  of  the  opinions  they 
had  advanced.     The  meeting  further  resolved  to  oppose 
Clause  2  of  the  Companies  Bill,  and  to  advise  the  inclusion 
of  chemists  and  druggists  in  Clause  3.    Whether  the  result 
of  that  meeting  would  have  any  effect  upon  Parliament 
remained  to  be  seen,  but  the  voices  of  the  medical  men 
would  be  heard  in  their  favour,  and  that,  he  thought,  was 
worth  something.    The  Pharmaceutical  Council  were  oppos- 
ing Clause  2,  but  whether  they  would  go  so  far  as  to 
include  "  chemists  and  druggists "  in  Clause  3  he  did  not 
know.    If  some  of  the  Lancashire  Council  candidates  were 
elected,  however,  they  would  be  perhaps  able  to  infuse 
their  views  on  that  subject  into  the  minds  of  the  other 
members  of  the  Council. 

Mr.  H.  Kemp,  seconding,  said  there  was  nothing  in  the 
report  to  go  into  ecstasies  abr  ut.  It  was  an  epitome  of  some 
activity  which  he  hoped  would  be  productive  of  good  result. 
The  Association  had  justified  its  existence,  especially  in 
relation  to  political  matters. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously,  and  the  following 
officers  were  unanimously  elected  : — President,  Mr.  G.  S. 
Woolley  ;  Vice-Presidents,  Messrs.  H.  Kemp  and  W.  Kirkby  ; 
Hon.  Treasurer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Pidd;  Hon.  Secretary,  Mr.  J. 
Woodruff  Walton  ;  Auditor,  Mr.  J.  Blyton.  A  special  vote  of 
thanks  was  accorded  to  the  Secretary  for  his  services.  The 
following  were  elected  members  of  the  Council :— Messrs.  W. 
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Gibbons,  H.  Kemp,  W.  Kirkby,  W.  Lane,  A.  J.  Pidd,  J.  C. 
Kidd,  J.  W.  Walton,  J.  Taylor,  J.  Wild,  G.  S.  Woolley,  E. 
Yates,  and  T.  Woodruff. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne  and  District  Chemists' 
Association. 

At  the  meeting  held  at  the  Hotel  Mutropole,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne,  on  Wednesday  evening,  April  11,  Mr.  C  Ridley 
(President)  read  a  most  interesting  paper  on 

"  THE  BOTANY  AND  MATERIA  MEDICA  OP  THE  BIBLE." 

Mr.  Ridley  stated  that  the  all-important  point  to  be  remem- 
bered in  studying  this  subject  isi  that  at  the  time  the 
Scriptures  were  written  the  study  of  botany  was  unknown. 
The  next  point  to  be  remembered  is  the  date  when  our 
versions  were  translated,  beginning  with  Wycliffe's  in 
1380  A.D.,  and  ending  with  the  present  authorised  version, 
1611  a.d.  Classification  of  plants  was  unknown,  as  the 
divines  of  1611  simply  brought  down  the  translations  of 
Coverdale  and  Wycliffe.  Another  point  is  that  the  Hebrews 
named  their  herbs  and  fruits  after  some  characteristic  they 
possessed.  This  has  been  of  very  great  service  to  modern 
botanists  in  specifying  the  plants  referred  to.  Mr.  Ridley 
then  gave  a  description  of  the  following  plants,  &c.,  men- 
tioning their  history  and  in  what  portions  of  the  Scripture 
they  were  mentioned,  and  illustrated  his  remarks  by  ex- 
hibiting excellent  specimens : — 

Almond 


Almug  or  algntn 
Aloes  (AquUlaria  Agallocha) 
Anise 
Apple 

Balm  or  balsam 
Bailey 
Bean 
Box 

Brambles  and  briers 
Thistles 
Thorns 
Bulrush 

Cinnamon,  cassia  and  calamus 
Camphor 

Desire  or  caper  berry 
Cedar 
Coriander 
Cotton 
Cucumber 
Cummin 
Cypress 
Ebony 
Fig 
Fir 

Fitches 
Flax 

Frankincense 
Calhanum  and  storax 
Gall 

t rourd  (wild  vino) 
Gourd  (Lagenaria  vulgaris) 
Grove 
Heath 
Husks 
Hyssop 

Many  photographs  were  shown,  and  also  a  collection  of 
dried  plants  which  had  been  gathered  in  the  Holy  Land. 
At  the  (dose  a  vote  of  thanks  was  warmly  accorded  to 
Mr.  Ridley  for  his  paper,  which  was  acknowledged  to  be  one 
of  the  most  interesting  read  lief  ore  the  Association. 

Edinburgh  Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices' 
Association. 

The  twenty-second  annual  business  meeting  was  held  at 
36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  Wednesday,  April  11,  at 
9.15  p.m.,  Mr.  Eraser  McDiarmid  (President)  in  the  chair. 
The  Treasurer's  statement  showed  a  balance  in  hand  of 
8/.  6s.  6'1.,  and  the  Secretary's  that  the  attendance  at  meet- 
ings during  the  session  had  not  been  so  good  as  in  previous 
years,  nor  were  the  prizes  offered  so  well  competed  for.  A 
donation  of  1/.  It.  was  voted  to  the  Pharmaceutical 
Benevolent  Fund. 

The  following  were  elected  office-bearers  for  the  next 
session  : — President,  David  Harley  ;  Vice-President,  James 
Lennox ;  Secretary,  J.  G.  Sclater,  3  St.  Andrew  Square 


Juniper 
Ladanum 
Lentils 
Lily 
Mallow 
Mandrake 
Millet 
Mint 
Mustard 
Myrtle 
Nettles 
Nuts 
Oak 
Olive 
Oil-tree 
Palm 
Plane 

Pomegranate 
Poplar 
Heed 
Bye 
Rose 

Bosc  of  Jericho 
Saffron 
Shittah 
S pi eery 
Spikenard 
Sycamore 

Sycomore  (Ficns  Sycomorus) 
Tares 
Terebinth 
Thyme-wood 
Vine 
Willow 
Wormwood 


Assistant-Secretary,  Peter  Gorrie  ;  Treasurer,  J.  W.  Plender- 
leith ;  members  of  committee,  P.  BrowD,  W.  E.  Buist,  A. 
Currie,  G.  P.  Grainger,  J.  MeBain,  F.  McDiarmid,  G.  H.  C 
Rowdand,  and  J.  Wright ;  Prize  committee,  the  President, 
Vice-President,  and  Secretary,  and  Messrs.  MeBain, 
McDiarmid,  and  Rowland. 

A  discussion  then  took  place  on  the  question, 

SHOULD  THE  MINOR  EXAMINATION  BE  DIVIDED  1 

Mr.  Lennox  moved  that  the  Minor  examination  be  divided, 
and  grouped  under  nine  different  heads  his  reasons  for  doing 
so.    These  were  as  follows  : — ■ 

1.  The  standard  has  been  raised  very  appreciably  in  recent 
years. 

2.  All  six  subjects  have  to  be  passed  at  one  and  the  same  time, 
a  demand  not  made  upon  candidates  in  any  similar  examination 
in  the  kingdom. 

3.  The  present  low  percentage  of  passes  shows  the  difficulty 
experienced  in  preparing  for  six  subjects  at  once. 

4.  The  examination  is  capable,  naturally,  of  being  divided  into 
two  parts — viz.  (1)  Scientific  and  (2)  Technical. 

5.  Chemists'  assistants  are  not  endowed  with  superhuman 
memories. 

6.  We  are  only  once  more  taking  up  the  position  which  it  was 
attempted  to  take  up  in  the  1881  Pharmacy  Bill ;  which,  how- 
ever, then  as  now,  was  unfortunately  loaded  with  suggestions  for 
coincidently  enforcing  a  curriculum. 

7.  By  spreading  the  period  of  preparation  over  a  longer  period, 
it  would  undoubtedly  raise  the  educational  standard  of  candi- 
dates;  would  approximate  the  standard  of  the  candidates' know- 
ledge to  something  nearer  the  standard  demanded  by  examiners  ; 
and  would  also  tend  to  do  away  with  "  cram." 

8.  The  aim  of  this,  as  of  all  examinations,  is  to  test  the  state  of 
education  reached  by  the  candidate.  This  can  be  done  as  readily 
by  having  the  examination  in  two  portions  with  a  suitable  interval 
as  at  present  with  only  a  week's  interval. 

9  (and  probably  at  the  present  time  most  important).  The  new 
Preliminary  examination  introduces  a  new  set  of  circumstances. 
The  apprentice  now  commences  his  life-work  with  the  necessary 
certificates,  which  will  stand  for  the  Preliminary  examination, 
obtained  whilst  yet  at  school.  This  causes,  as  was  lately  pointed 
out  by  Dr.  Symes,  a  dangerous  time  of  inaction  between,  say,  the 
ages  of  16  and  19  (when  the  serious  studies  for  the  Minor  exami- 
nation may  be  said  to  commence',  which  would  be  obviated  were 
part  of  the  examination  permitted  to  be  entered  for  before  that 
sine  qua  non  the  age  of  21  years  were  reached. 

From  all  these  points  of  view  the  division  of  the  Minor 
examination  is  urgent  and  immediate,  apart  from  all  con- 
sideration of  a  curriculum. 

The  motion  was  seconded  by  Mr.  Plenderleith. 

Mr.  W.  B.  Cowie  moved  a  direct  negative,  and  argued  for 
retaining  the  examination  as  at  present.  To  divide  it,  he 
said,  would  involve  a  twelve  months'  curriculum,  instead  of 
six  months  as  at  ]  resent.  It,  would  also  mean  raising  the 
standard.  It  was  generally  considered  that  the  educational 
standard  of  the  examination  was  quite  high  enough.  The 
outlook  in  the  drug-trade  did  not  warrant  the  change.  The 
subjects  of  the  examination  were  so  closely  related  that 
they  did  not  involve  a  great  tax  on  the  memory.  To  take 
the  scientific  and  technical  subjects  separately  would  be  a 
mistake,  because  candidates  in  the  technical  subjects  might 
fail  owing  to  having  forgotten  their  chemistry  or  botany. 
The  high  percentage  of  failures  was  caused  by  students 
badly  trained  during  apprenticeship,  who  failed  again  and 
again,  and  thus  swelled  the  numbers. 

The  subsequent  speaking  was  all  on  the  affirmative  side. 
On  a  vote  being  taken,  the  affirmative  was  declared  carried 
by  a  majority  of  two  to  one.  Several  members  had  left 
before  the  vote  was  taken.  All  the  speakers  favoured  a 
compulsory  curriculum,  but  regarded  it  as  a  question  dis- 
tinct from  the  division  of  the  examination.  One  member 
stated  that  the  former  practice  of  the  Boards  in  the  Minor 
examination  was  to  allow  men  to  come  up  again  for  those 
subjects  only  in  which  they  had  previously  failed. 

The  meeting  closed  with  a  cordial  vote  of  thai  ks  to  the 
retiring  office-bearers,  and  especially  the  President. 

Not  for  Sensitive  Skins. — Messrs.  Nahama  &  Sons  have 
lately  started  a  talc-mill  at  Salonica,  the  produce  of  which 
is  largely  used  in  the  manufacture  of  native  soap.  Until 
no-.v  the  talc  consumed  by  the  local  soapmakers  was  im- 
ported from  Italy  at  a  cost  far  higher  than  that  of  the  home 
article.  The  mineral  is  quarried  in  the  suburbs,  and  is 
carted  to  the  mill  to  be  pulverised  for  market. 


April  21,  1900 


THE  CHEMIST 


AND  DRUGGIST 


667 


Xcoal  IReports. 


Damages  against  a  Railway  Company. 

At  the  Salford  Hundred  Court  of  Record,  on  April  12, 
Wm.  Henry  Watson,  chemical  manufacturer,  Manchester, 
brought  an  action  to  recover  50/.  damages  from  the  North 
Staffordshire  Railway  Company  for  injuries  received  through 
the  alleged  negligence  of  the  company.  In  June  of  last 
year  plaintiff  was  on  the  platform  at  the  company's  station 
in  Manchester  when  a  carriage-cleaner  wheeled  a  truck 
against  his  legs.  Plaintiff  was  knocked  down,  his  leg  was 
injured,  and  he  was  unable  to  attend  his  business  for  several 
weeks.    The  jury  awarded  the  plaintiff  40/.  damages. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Camphorated  Oil. 

At  the  Lambeth  Police  Court  on  April  12,  Albert  Metten, 
described  as  trading  "  as  and  for  Elizabeth  Williams,"  was 
summoned  forst  lling  camphorated  oil  which  Dr.  Frank  Teed, 
public  analyst,  certified  contained  93  6  per  cent,  of  oil  other 
than  olive  oil,  and  a  deficiency  of  75  per  cent,  in  camphor. 
The  defendant  pleaded  that  he  sold  the  article  just  as  he  re- 
ceived it  from  the  wholesale  dealer,  and  Mr.  Hopkins  (the 
magistrate)  remarked  that  it  might  be  that  the  defendant 
was  not  to  blame  except  that  he  trusted  the  wholesale  dealer. 
He  ordered  the  defendant  to  pay  a  penalty  of  20/.  and  costs. 

Sarah  Jane  Hunter,  who  keeps  a  small  general  shop  a* 
Gordon  Road,  Peckham,  was  summoned  for  a  similar  offence. 
In  this  case  the  camphorated  oil  was  found  to  be  deficient  in 
camphor  to  the  extent  of  82  per  cent.,  and  it  was  made  with 
mineral  oil.  As  in  the  last,  case  the  defendant  pleaded  that 
she  sold  the  article  as  she  received  it  from  the  wholesaler, 
and  added  that  she  was  only  a  poor  woman  and  could  not 
afford  to  pay  any  tines.  Mr.  Hopkins :  I  suppose  I  must 
reduce  the  penalty.  You  will  have  to  pay  a  fine  of  40s.  and 
17s.  6d.  costs.  In  the  course  of  the  cases  Mr.  Marsden,  who 
prosecuted,  remarked  that  the  vestry  in  these  prosecutions 
were  acting  not  only  on  behalf  of  the  ratepayers,  but  in  the 
interests  of  the  chemists  who  were  being  undersold  by  trades- 
men who  were  not  subject  to  the  same  responsibilities. 

Seidlitz-powders. 

At  Bullingdon  Petty  Sessions  on  April  7,  George  Stevens' 
grocer,  Headington,  and  Evan  E.  Newell,  grocer,  Oxford, 
were  summoned  for  selling  seidlitz-powders  not  of  the 
nature,  substance,  and  quality  demanded.  They  were  also 
summoned  for  using  a  label  falsely  representing  the 
character  of  the  drug  used  in  the  preparation  of  the  powders. 
In  the  case  of  Stevens  a  plea  of  guilty  was  entered,  it  being 
stated  that  he  bought  the  powders  as  genuine,  and  sold 
them  as  such.  He  was  fined  1/.  and  l&Y  M.  costs.  In  the 
other  case,  Mr.  Fisher,  county  analyst,  certified  that  the 
weights  of  the  drugs  were  incorrect,  and  that  there  was  an 
illegally  large  percentage  of  bicarbonate  of  soda  in  their 
composition.  For  the  defence  it  was  stated  that  the 
powders  were  sold  as  "  aperient-powders,"  and  not  as 
"  seidlitz-powders."  The  Bench  characterised  the  case  as  a 
bad  one,  and  imposed  a  fine  of  5/.  and  costs. 

Alum  in  Baking-powder. 

At  Liverpool  on  April  11,  Thomas  Ward  was  summoned  for 
selling  baking-powder  which  contained  33  per  cent,  of  aluuj. 
For  the  ch  fence,  a  technical  offence  was  admitted.  The 
powder,  it  was  stated,  was  supplied  in  November  of  last 
year  by  a  wholesale  dealer  named  Christian.  The  manu- 
facturers were  Messrs.  Lee,  Bliss  &  Co.,  of  Northwich,  and 
the  powder  was  marked  "  Warranted  genuine."  When  the  new 
statute  was  passed  the  manufacturers  drew  the  attention  of 
their  customers  to  the  fact  that  it  might  be  advisable  to  get 
rid  of  surplus  stock  before  the  new  Act  came  into  operation. 
A  copy  of  the  circular  drawing  attention  to  the  matter  was 
sent  to  Christian,  but  not  to  the  defendant,  and  the  latter, 
thinking  the  powder  genuine,  continued  to  sell  it.  The 
case  was  ultimately  withdrawn  on  payment  of  15*.  costs. 

At  Trowbridge  two  grocers  were  each  fined  5s.,  without 
costs  for  similar  offences,  the  alum-content  in  these  cases 


amounting  to  20  per  cent.  At  Swindon  six  shopkeepers 
were  fined,  five  11.  and  costs,  and  the  sixth  5/.  and  costs,  for 
selling  baking-powder  with  varying  quantities  of  alum  ;  and 
at  Malmesbury  a  trader  was  fined  21.,  including  costs,  for 
selling  a  baking-powder  which  contained  20  per  cent,  of 
alum. 


(Ba3ette. 

Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Brameld,  K.  E  ,  and  Burnett,  E.  J.,  under  the  style  of 
Brameld  &  Burnett,  Saltburn-by-the-Sea,  physicians  and 
surgeons. 

Cheverton,  C,  and  Ogle.  J.  H.,  under  the  style  of  Chever- 
ton  &  Ogle,  Tunbridge  Wells,  chemists  and  druggists. 

Haslam,  T.,  and  Haslam,  H.  S.,  under  the  style  of  Joseph 
Haslam  &  Sons,  Bolton  or  elsewhere,  aerated  and  mineral 
water  manufacturers. 

Ingham,  T.,  and  MeCulloch,  T.  I.,  under  the  style  of 
Ingham  &  McCulloch,  Manchester  and  Padibara  (near  Bum- 
ley),  manufacturing  chemists  and  drysalters. 

Mouncey,  C.  J.,  and  Boyd,  J,  "W.,  under  tho  style  of 
Mouncey  &  Boyd,  Earlestown,  Lancashire,  physicians  and 
surgeons. 

The  Bankruptcy  Acts,  1883  and  1890. 

Receiving  order. 

Ward,  Albert  Edward,  Bradford,  wholesale  and  retail 
chemist. 

Order  Made  on  Application  for  Discharge. 

Maya  11,  Derbyshire,  Manchester,  and  Stretford,  chemical- 
merchant  and  drysalter — discharge  refused. 


Becfc  of  arrangement 


Thongrer,  William  Harold,  The  New  Supply  Stores,  Sandou 
Road,  and  30  Upper  Hogley  Road,  Birmingham,  described  as 
a  chemist.  Trustee,  James  F.  Edwards,  Temple  Row,  Bir- 
mingham, chartered  accountant.  Dated,  April  7;  tiled, 
April  12.  Liabilities  unsecured,  135?.  16s.  4'/. ;  estimated  net 
assets,  40/.    Tho  following  arc  scheduled  as  creditors: — 

£    s.  d. 

Baughan  A'  Co.,  Walfchamsfcow    79   0  0 

Lorimer  &  Co.,  London   10   0  0 


IRcw  Companies  &  Company  iRcwo, 


Yorkshire  Soapmakers'  Association  (Limited). — Capital 
300,000/.,  in  17.  shares.  Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of 
soapmakers,  oil-refiners,  chemists,  druggists,  manufacturers  of 
glycerin  and  toilet-requisites,  &c. 

Phillipson  &  Co.  (Limited). — Capital  3,000/.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  carried  on  at  139  Waterloo 
Road,  S.E.  as  "Phillipson  &  Co.,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
scent,  essential  oil  and  soap  merchants,  chemists,  <fcc. 

Southern  Counties  Varnish  Company  (Limited). — Capital 
5,0C0/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  and  carry  on  the  busi- 
ness now  carried  on  by  R.  M.  Crosley  at  Portsmouth  as  "  The 
Southern  Counties  Varnish  Company."  The  first  directors  are 
R.  M.  Crosley  (managing  director",  H.  J.  Bawtree,  G.  Hepburn, 
A.  F.  Crook  and  A.  C.  Crosley.  Registered  office,  Clarendon 
Road,  Croydon. 


Dr.  Tibrles'  Vi-Cocoa  (Limited). — The  directors  report 
that  the  net  profits  of  the  company,  including  1,1632. 4s.  11a!. 
brought  forward  from  last  year,  amount  to  39.861/.  10.?.  3d. 
The  dividend  on  preference  shares  absorbs  12,000/.  of  this, 
and  the  directors  recommend  the  payment  of  a  dividend  of 
7  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares,  which  will  require  14,000/. 
The  directors'  fees  take  another  1,500/.,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
place  10,000/.  to  the  reserve  account,  making  that  fund 
20,771/.  17s.  6d.  It  is  recommended  that  500  guineas  be 
given  to  the  Mansion  House  Fund  and  divided  equally 
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between  the  Indian  Famine'  and  War  Funds.  This  leaves  a 
balance  to  be  carried  forward  of  1,835/.  10*.  3'/.  The  general 
meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Cannon  Street  Hotel,  E.C.,  on 
April  25,  at  2  30  p.m. 

Bedingfield  Soap  Company  (Limited). — The  meeting 
of  this  company's  creditors  under  a  winding-up  order  was  held 
at  the  offices  of  the  Bristol  Official  Beceiver  on  April  11, 
before  Mr.  Frederick  W.  Darley.  The  liabilities  are 
405/.  9*.  Qd.  and  assets  283/.  18«.  lid.,  but  as  regards 
contributories  the  deficiency  is  128/.  10s.  lOd.  The  company 
was  registered  on  April  22, 1899,  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
the  soap-manufacturing  business  of  Mr.  C.  H.  Bedingfield, 
the  liabilities  of  the  vendor  being  taken  over.  Mr.  Beding- 
field admits  that  no  profit  was  being  made  by  him,  but  it  was 
agreed  he  should  receive  20/.  in  cash  and  720  fully-paid  shares. 

Charles  A.  Vogeler  Company.— A  meeting  of  the 
English  creditors  of  this  company  was  held  at  the  Hotel 
Cecil,  Strand,  W.C.,  on  April  18.  Mr.  Francis  T.  Homer,  an 
American  solicitor,  and  counsel  for  the  trustees  of  the 
Charles  A.  Vogeler  Company,  of  Baltimore,  U.S.A.,  in  the 
course  of  a  statement  of  affairs,  said  that  the  goodwill, 
trade-marks,  trade-names,  and  formulas  of  the  company  were 
the  principal  assets,  and  should  realise  40,000/.  or  there- 
abouts. As  a  matter  of  fact,  negotiations  were  now  in  pro- 
gress for  their  sale,  and  he  hoped  in  the  course  of  a  day  or 
two  to  dispose  of  them  for  the  sum  mentioned,  or  close  upon 
it.  He  had  refused  an  offer  of  20,000/.  for  the  American 
rights  and  10,000/.  for  the  English.  The  English  liabilities, 
roughly  speaking,  amounted  to  13,000/.  or  14,000/.,  and  the 
American  slightly  in  excess  of  60,000/.  Assuming  that  the 
goodwill  and  other  assets  brought  40,000/.,  the  warehouse  in 
Baltimore  14,000/.,  and  further  assets  there  3,000/.,  there 
would  be  available  for  dividend  amongst  all  creditors — 
English  and  American — the  sum  of  57,000/.,  which  would 
mean  a  payment  of  about  13s.  or  14s.  in  the  pound.  It  was 
proposed  that  both  American  and  English  creditors  should 
stand  on  the  same  basis  for  dividend,  and  the  trust- 
deed  would  be  made  out  with  that  purpose  in  view. 
Mr.  Homer  further  stated  that  in  the  course  of  the  next 
few  days  the  company  would  send  out  forms  to  all  creditors, 
asking  them  to  assent  to  or  dissent  from  this  proposal 
to  rank  with  the  American  creditors  under  the  deed  of  trust. 
Mr.  Homer  informed  the  meeting  that  one  of  the  largest 
English  creditors  (Mr.  Alfred  Cook,  of  Leeds,  whose  accounts 
against  the  company  amount  to  3  000/.)  was  carrying  his 
appeal  against  the  decision  in  the  bankruptcy  proceedings 
in  the  London  Court  to  the  House  of  Lords,  but  if  this 
appeal  failed  Mr.  Cook  would  agree  to  come  in  under  the 
deed  of  trust.  Mr.  Homer  also  referred  to  the  management 
of  the  English  business  during  the  past  few  years,  and 
advised  the  creditors  to  fall  in  with  his  suggestion — viz.,  to 
sign  the  forms  which  would  be  sent  to  them,  thus  making 
them  rank  for  dividend  with  the  American  creditors.  He 
said  frankly  that  he  would,  as  a  lawyer,  have  preferred  to 
exclude  English  creditors  ;  but  American  law  required  that 
1  hey  should  be  treated  exactly  as  Americans  were.  Along 
discussion  followed  without  the  meeting  arriving  at  any 
definite  resolution,  so  that  individual  creditors  will  take 
their  chance  of  waiting  for  the  House  of  Lords'  decision  or 
accept  Mr.  Homer's  suggestion  of  a  prospective  dividend. 


Inferior  Camphorated  Oil. — At  the  Lambeth  Police  Court 
on  Thursday  afternoon  (April  19),  Mr.  C.  F.  Francis  heard  a 
summons  taken  out  by  the  Camberwell  Vestry  against  Edgar 
F.  Munday,  a  chemist,  Camberwell  Green,  for  selling  camphorated 
oil  deficient  in  camphor  to  the  extent  of  57  per  cent.  Defendant 
explained  that  at  the  time  the  article  was  made  the  whole  of  the 
camphor  necessary  was  put  in,  but  owing  to  the  very  cold 
weather  at  the  time  and  to  insufficient  heating  the  camphor  did 
not  dissolve.  Mr.  Marsden  (solicitor)  remarked  that  it  was  the 
defendant's  duty  to  see  that  the  materials  were  properly  dis- 
solved. Defendant  was  fined  40s.  and  costs. — George  Pardoe,  of 
Lower  Park  Koad,  Peckham,  was  summoned  for  selling 
camphorated  oil  which  was  deficient  in  camphor  to  the 
extent  of  95  per  cent.,  and  which  had  apparently  been 
made  with  mineral  instead  of  olive  oil.  Mr.  Marsden  said 
the  Vestry  had  tried  to  get  hold  of  the  wholesale  man  who 
fupplied  the  defendant,  but  they  had  been  unsuccessful.  Mr. 
Francis  ordered  the  defendant  to  pay  the  full  penalty  of  201. 
and  costs.  Three  other  cases  were  adjourned  in  order  that  the 
Vestry  might  proceed  against  the  wholesale  dealer.  Mr.  Marsden 
remarked  that  the  Vestry  did  not  wish  to  punish  the  retailers  if 
they  could  possibly  get  at  the  wholesale  men, 


Business  Cbanocs. 


Mr.  Frank  Skeates,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  purchased 
the  business  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Thom,  at  39  Upton  Lane, 
Forest  Gate,  E. 

Messrs.  Walter  Gibbons,  Bates  &  Co ,  are  about  to 
open  a  pharmacy  in  the  new  colony  between  Old  Trafford 
and  Stretford,  Manchester. 

Mr.  S.  J.  D.  Manson  and  Mr.  E.  A.  Rider,  chemists  and 
druggists,  have  purchased  the  business  hitherto  carried  on 
by  Mr.  William  Pearson  at  18  Great  George's  Road,  Waterloo, 
near  Liverpool. 

Mr.  Wm.  Wyatt,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Lancaster,  has 
transferred  his  business  from  the  temporary  premises  in  the 
Arcade,  which  he  has  occupied  during  the  past  six  months, 
to  permanent  premises  at  34  New  Street. 

Referring  to  a  note  in  this  section  last  week  Mr.  H.  T. 
Jeffery  writes : — "  I  have  not  taken  the  premises  48  Arundel 
Street.  T  am  simply  manager  for  the  proprietor,  who  has 
elected  to  open  the  establishment  under  the  title  of  the 
'  Arundel '  Drug  Stores  Company." 


£rafc>e  IRotcs. 

Warning  to  Wholesale-houses.  —  Mr.  Anning,  of 
Maidstone,  wishes  to  caution  wholesale-houses  against  a 
young  man  who  calls  purporting  to  be  his  son,  gives  an 
order,  and  winds  up  by  asking  for  a  small  loan  ;  the  man  is 
an  impostor. 

Shopfittings.  —  Mr.  David  Matthews,  14  Manchester 
Street,  Liverpool,  submits  for  our  inspection  a  new  illustrate  1 
list  of  shopfittings  for  chemists.  The  booklet  is  dainty,  the 
illustrations  are  well-executed  and  a  full  description  of  all 
kinds  of  shop  furniture  and  adjuncts  will  be  found  contained 
therein. 

A  Spanish  Price-list.  —The  Spanish  edition  of  the 
price-list  issued  by  Messrs.  W.  J.  Bush  &  Co.  (Limited), 
essential-oil  distillers,  Artillery  Lane,  E.,  is  an  attractive  and 
excellently  printed  production.  The  outer  cover  is  in 
colours  with  gilt-embossed  beading,  and  it  is  certain  to 
attract  much  attention  from  Castilian  customers.  The  firm 
have  paid  special  attention  to  giving  quotations  in  metric 
terms,  and  in  money  that  the  customers  know. 


£i\^e*m>arRS  HppUct*  jfor. 

(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  March  28,  1900.) 

"Ozogen"  and  circular  device  (no  claim  for  "  Ozo ") ;  for  dis- 
infectants. By  J.  B.  de  Alzugaray,  Suffolk  House,  Laurence 
Pountuey  Hill,  E  C.  228,323. 

"  Zena  "  ;  for  chemical  substances.  By  G.  O'Connor,  77  Peter- 
borough Road,  Fulham,  S.W.  225,785. 

"  Horn's  "  and  photo  of  applicant ;  for  chemical  substances.  By 
A.  Horn,  31  Cherry  Street,  Batavia,  New  York.  226,932. 

"The  Brompton  Cough-lozenges "  and  wording;  for  medicine, 
By  G.  Hardy  &  Co.,  18  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.O  226,960. 

"The  Reindeer  Brand"  and  picture;  for  glycerin.  By  C. 
Thomas  &  Brothers  (Limited),  Broad  Plain  Soapworks. 
Bristol  228,485. 

"Percival's  Phospho-tonic  "  and  wording;  for  medicine.  By 
T.  H.  Percival,  171  High  Street,  Walthamstow,  Essex. 
227,839. 

"  Linalbin  " ;  for  liniment.  By  Stsphen  Pettifer,  Malmeshury, 
Wilts.  228,332. 

"  Hygeiol  "  (no  claim  for  "  Hygeia  ") ;  for  a  medicament.  By 
John  Bell  &  Co.,  225  Oxford  Street,  W.  228,594 

"  DULCEBELLE,"  "CINDERELLA,"    "JACKDAW,"    "  ZeBIUNA  "  J  for 

perfumery  and  toilet-articles.  By  Kaimes  &  Co.,  Ebor  Works, 

Stockton-on-Tees.    224,294,  226,095,  226,097,  226,098. 
"  Cresco  "  and  device  of  crescent ;  for  hair-preparation.   By  Anne 

Jackson,  15  Greycoat  Gardens,  Westminster,  S.W.  228,568. 
"Fireproofine  "  (no  claim  for  "  Fireproof  ")  ;  for  fireproof  liquid. 

By  the  Fireproofine  Company,  27  William  Street,  New  York. 

227,455. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS  — Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  can 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


Partial  Miscibility  of  some  Aqueous  Solutions. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  of  April  14,  page  616,  you  describe 
some  experiments  performed  before  the  Chemical  Society 
by  Mr.  Newth  on  the  partial  miscibility  of  some  aqueous 
solutions. 

Nearly  forty  years  ago  I  made  many  experiments  of  the 
same  nature,  and  read  a  paper  on  the  subject  at  a  monthly 
meeting  of  the  Newcastle  Literary  and  Philosophical  Society. 
Though  my  demonstrations  and  remarks  covered  various 
points  which  were  known  long  before  that  time — such  as  the 
precipitation  of  curd  soap  by  salting-out — I  published  in 
the  Chemical  News  of  January,  1854,  such  points  as  I  thought 
had  a  claim  to  originality.  These  points  closely  correspond 
to  the  observations  you  now  publish  as  Mr.  Newth's. 

I  noted  that  saturated  solution  of  potassium  carbonate 
agitated  with  strong  solution  of  ammonia  subsided,  the 
heavy  solution  containing  much  of  the  potash  salt  and 
little  ammonia,  the  supernatant  liquor  containing  much 
ammonia  and  little  potash. 

I  also  demonstrated  that  ammonia  was  capable  of  precipi- 
tating potassium  carbonate  from  its  saturated  solution,  and 
that  potassium  hydrate  copiously  liberated  ammonia  from 
the  0  880  solution  of  ammonia ;  and  I  showed  that  the 
successive  additions  of  ammonia  to  solution  of  cupric 
sulphate  first  produced  the  well-known  precipitation  of 
cupric  hydrate,  then  its  resolution,  and  when  the  ammonia 
was  in  large  excess  a  reprecipiiation  took  place,  resulting  in 
a  pale-blue  liquor  with  a  dark-blue  precipitate. 

I  did  not  obtain  the  brown  solution  nor  the  brown 
precipitate  which  Mr.  Newth  describes,  nor  the  colourless 
solution  ultimately  resulting. 

As  Mr.  Newth  intends  to  continue  his  research,  we  may 
look  with  interest  to  some  light  upon  the  nature  of  the  brown 
solution  and  the  brown  precipitate  which  he  obtains — the 
latter  possibly  cupric  oxide,  resulting  from  the  ammonia 
abstracting  water  from  the  cupric  hydrate  ;  and  the  brown 
solution  possibly  a  temporary  solution  of  cupric  oxide  in 
aqueous  ammonia. 

Some  notes  on  my  own  observations  will  bo  found  in 
Proctor's  "  Practical  Pharmacy,"  and  analogous  phenomena 
relating  to  the  separability  of  ethereal  solutions  are  described 
in  a  paper  on  tannin  and  its  solubilities,  read  at  the  British 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  at  Newcastle-on-Tyne  in  1883, 
and  published  in  the  pharmaceutical  periodicals  of  that  date. 

Bradford-on-Avon,  April  16.  B.  S.  Proctor. 

The  Swing  of  the  Pendulum. 

Sir, — It  appears  to  me  that  what  we  want  in  the  coming 
election  is  the  swing  of  the  pendulum.  When  one  party  has 
been  in  power  long  enough  in  the  House  of  Commons,  we  gener- 
ally find  that  the  country  swings  over  to  the  other  side,  and 
so  we  have  alternate  Conservative  and  Liberal  Governments, 
much  to  the  public  advantage.  We  have,  so  to  speak,  had 
a  Conservative  administration  too  long  at  Bloomsbury 
Square.  Education  has  been  attended  to  so  well  that  the 
mark  is  far  overshot,  and  trade-interests  have  been  neglected 
to  so  great  an  extent  that  things  were  never  worse  in  the 
drug-trade.  As  a  result,  a  bitter  feeling  has  set  in  between 
the  rank-and-file  and  Bloomsbury  Square,  of  which  we  have 
daily  fresh  proofs.  I  observe  that  the  editor  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Journal  defends  "  the  old  lot  "  in  language  which 
might  have  been  milder  without  being  weaker,  but  I  cannot 
see"  why  the  permanent  officials  at  Bloomsbury  Square  should 
champion  any  special  government.  It  is  as  if  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  of  Commons  showed  a  distinct  predilection  for  a 
special  administration.    Besides,  if  we  continue  the  present 


administration  the  financial  ruin  of  Bloomsbury  Square  is 
bound  to  follow  the  ruin  of  the  drug-trade  throughout  the 
country.  As  a  result  of  so  long  a  period  of  Conservative  rule, 
we  have  at  the  present  time  examinations  in  pharmacy 
which  would  stagger  any  educational  institution  in  the 
country,  if  they  were  properly  understood.  In  the  coming 
July  we  shall  introduce  into  the  Preliminary  a  change  which 
will  practically  stop  apprenticeship  to  the  drug-trade,  and 
into  the  Minor  a  change  which,  instead  of  placing  more 
money  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society,  will,  unless  the  trade 
improves  as  to  status  and  remuneration,  unquestionably  lead 
to  bankruptcy  in  Bloomsbury  Square.  We  have  more  in 
evidence  than  ever  the  broken-down  tailor  and  grocer  in  the 
field  of  pharmacy,  and  he  now  usurps  every  privilege  we 
obtained  through  the  Pharmacy  Act  down  to  our  titles.  Out- 
status  has  in  no  way  improved.  We  are  still  flouted  by 
judges,  jibed  at  by  the  bar,  abused  by  the  journalistic  press, 
and  made  the  butt  for  silly  jokes  by  the  man  in  the  street. 

The  prosecutions  we  undertake  are  not  according  to  sound 
judgment.  We  drag  tip  some  poor  grocer  for  selling  a  quack 
medicine  which  is  too  valueless  to  injure  anybody,  and 
which  brings  no  profit  to  us,  whilst  we  let  the  unqualified 
man  who  conducts  branch-shops,  either  for  limited  com- 
panies or  private  persons,  alone.  This  has  led  people  to 
speak  of  us  as  a  close  corporation  seeking  after  a  monopoly. 
It  has  also  led  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  to  tell  us 
that  we  do  not  look  after  the  public  interest.  The  general 
public  are  bound  to  look  on  a  prosecution  over  a  trumpery 
quack  medicine  as  harassing,  inasmuch  as  a  bottle  of  Bully- 
rag's  Syrup  must  be  the  same  whether  served  by  a  grocer  or  a 
chemist.  Our  efforts  in  Parliament  have  not  been  successful  be- 
cause they  have  not  been  reasonable.  Our  right  course  is  first 
to  deal  with  the  companies,  and  later  on  with  the  scope  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act.  We  cannot  deal  with  both  at  the  same  time. 
This,  then,  is  where  we  have  landed  after  thirty  years  of 
Conservative  administration.  There  is  no  sense  in  either 
party  heaping  up  recrimination  ;  what  we  have  to  do  now 
is  to  start  afresh  on  the  other  tack.  To  ask  for  a  change 
does  not  necessarily  imply  censure  of  the  "  old  lot,"  and 
there  is  no  occasion  for  ill-feeling  anywhere.  Regarding 
the  coming  election,  I  have  had  many  communications,  but 
I  am  unwilling  to  say  anything,  at  all  events  in  regard  to 
individuals.  I  think  a  democratic  member  ought  to  be 
thoroughly  up  to  date  in  regard  to  company  information  and 
abuses  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  He  ought  to  be  in  a  business 
in  which  he  feels  the  effects  of  unjust  competition  and  is 
not  ashamed  to  say  so.  He  ought  not  to  be  so  young  as  to 
be  inexperienced  in  public  matters  (we  have  no  time  to  put 
members  to  school),  and  he  ought  not  to  be  so  old  that  he 
has  begun  to  lose  interest  in  the  future.  He  ought  to  have 
ideas  which  are  grounded  on  reason  and  common  sense,  and 
an  ambition  to  sit  on  the  Council  in  order  that  he  may  help 
his  fellow  men.  We  cannot  be  bothered  with  the  little- 
minded  man  who  is  in  search  of  a  ha'pennyworth  of  homage 
from  his  fellows.  A  man  must  not  be  thrown  over,  however, 
because  he  is,  so  to  speak,  an  aristocrat.  He  may  be  very 
useful  to  the  democratic  party  for  all  that.  Mr.  Walter 
Hills,  for  instance,  is  a  man  who,  in  my  opinion,  would  be  a 
great  loss  to  the  Society  if  not  returned.  He  is  the  one 
figure  who  has  shown  anxiety  and  ability  to  do  something 
for  the  redemption  of  pharmacy  as  President.  I  merely 
mention  him  as  an  instance  of  a  man  who  ought  not  to  be 
lost ;  there  are  others  whose  defeat  would  mean  a  loss  to  the 
Society.  I  do  not  express  sympathy  with  either  the  Con- 
servative or  Liberal  side,  or  rather,  I  may  say,  I  express 
sympathy  with  both  ;  but  I  do  think  we  are  ripe  for  a  long- 
swing  to  the  trade  side  of  the  pendulum,  and  it  is  to  be 
hoped  that  the  coming  election  will  see  that  swing  an 
accomplished  fact. 

Dumfries,  April  16.  James  Reid. 

The  Council-election. 
Sir! — it  would  appear  from  the  unusual  number  of  candi- 
dates for  the  Council  this  year  that  considerably  more 
interest  is  taken  in  the  event  than  on  other  occasions. 
While  looking  over  the  respective  views  and  claims  of  the 
candidates  one  cannot  but  reflect  upon  surrounding  circum- 
stances, and  observe  the  very  unsatisfactory  muddle  conse- 
quent upon  the  various  irreconcilable  opinions  so  tenaciously 
held.  There  is  the  extreme  section  that  will  listen  to  no 
proposal  which  will  not  give  us  the  Pharmacy  Act  of  1868  as 
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interpreted  by  the  adherents  of  that  section,  who  appear  to 
ignore  the  House  of  Lords  interpretation  ;  and  there  are  the 
supporters  of  the  other  extreme  section,  the  pessimistic 
party,  who,  broadly  speaking,  would  accept  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor's solution,  excepting  so  far  as  the  use  of  chemists'  titles 
is  concerned.  I  take  the  liberty  of  reminding  the  former 
that  during  the  last  twenty  years  chemist-companies  have 
not  been  breaking  the  law,  and  that  that  fact  is  a  serious 
obstacle  to  the  accomplishment  of  our  wishes.  I  do  not  say 
that  length  of  tenure  is  an  argument  for  continuing  that 
which  is  contrary  to  public  policy,  but  I  do  say  that  some 
conciliation  will  have  to  be  tendered  because  of  it.  To  the 
latter  I  venture  to  offer  my  opinion,  that  irrespective  of  any 
merit  the  scheme  may  have  it  cannot  be  carried  to  our  satis- 
faction, because  it  has  practically  no  supporters,  except  in 
Scotland  and  London.  In  any  case  we  can  get  that  by 
simply  doing  nothing,  or  by  maintaining  present  disunity. 
There  is  a  third  party  who  think  the  solution  is  to  be  found 
in  making  a  qualified  directorate  compulsory.  I  have  much 
sympathy  with  this  section,  because  they  see  that  the  de- 
mauds  of  the  no-compromise  party  are  unattainable,  while 
the  qualified-manager  supporters  concede  too  much,  and 
they  have  endeavoured  to  find  a  middle  course  which  would 
be  acceptable.  There  is  reason  for  disquietude  in  the  fact 
that  prominent  men  who  have  advocated  one  view  cr 
another  will  do  their  level  best,  to  bring  the  Council  to  adopt 
the  scheme  which  is  the  particular  pet  of  the  individual. 
There  is  strong  indication  of  this  being  the  case  in  some 
instances.  It  is  nothing  to  us  that  some  men  should  be  able 
to  say  in  the  future,  "  I  told  you  so  ;  I  was  the  true  prophet." 
What  we  want  is  that  men  of  ability  and  knowledge  should 
be  sent  to  the  Council,  who  would  contribute  intelligent 
assistance  in  the  effort  to  solve  a  problem,  and  who  would  be 
broad-minded  enough  to  appreciate  the  value  of  contra- 
argum  mts. 

If  has  been  correctly  stated  that  the  civerse  opinions  in 
the  Council  reflect  those  of  the  constituents,  but  I  have  good 
reason  for  the  belief  that  if  the  Council  will  adopt  a  definite 
policy,  not  unreasonable  on  the  one  hand,  nor  too  submissive 
on  the  other,  the  support  of  practically  the  whole  of  the 
pharmaceutical  community  will  be  forthcoming.  It  must 
be  admitted  that  none  of  the  three  proposals  before  us  meets 
the  case,  for  the  following  reasons  : — 

1.  The  objects  of  the  no-compromise  section  arc  unattainable, 
however  greatly  to  be  desired. 

2.  The  qualified-manager  scheme  concedes  far  too  much  and 
secures  too  little  in  return. 

3.  The  qualified  director  plan  would  be  prohibitive  if  practicable, 
therefore  it  must  go  with  No.  1,  otherwise  it  would  be  useless. 
Further,  in  the  event  of  failure  with  this  policy,  admissions  will 
have  been  made  on  points  of  principle  which  would  he  used 
against  us. 

Willi  the  rejection  of  these  suggested  policies  are  our 
resources  exhausted  ?  I  think  not.  The  Council  have  decided 
upon  the  only  course  open  in  the  circumstances — that  is,  to 
oppose  Clause  2— but  let  them  be  successful  so  far,  the  first 
step  only  has  been  gained.  The  problem  still  remains  for 
elucidation.  I  would  welcome  the  return  of  men  to  the 
Council  who  would  enter  upon  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject with  open  minds,  realising  their  responsibility — men 
who  would  feel  that  the  solution  of  a  riddle  must  be  found, 
and  that  they  have  got  to  find  it.  Circumstances  change, 
and  opinions  must  change  or  be  modified  accordingly. 
Success  or  anything  near  it  will  never  lie  reached  if  the 
administration  of  the  affairs  of  this  Society  is  in  the  hands 
of  men  who  are  unable  to  divest  themselves  of  bias  or  pre- 
judice, and  who  will  have  nothing  more  or  less  than  the 
adoption  of  the  one  particular  scheme  they  favour. 

1  am  not  impressed  with  the  selection  of  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's 
committee ;  the  information  we  have  upon  which  that 
selection  has  been  made  scarcely  justifies  it;  probably  the 
candidates  will  further  enlighten  as  to  their  views. 

Yours,  &c, 

Liverpool,  April  16.  John  Smith. 

Sir, — Permit  me  not  only  to  endorse  the  able  remarks  of 
your  correspondent  Mr.  J.  A.  Heaton.  but  to  go  a  step 
further,  with  regard  to  an  expression  of  opinion  totally  at 
variance  with  the  present  condition  of  affairs.  The  term 
"apathy,"  as  applied  to  the  conduct  of  the  Council,  is 
altogether  inadequate ;  and  if  we  are  to  call  a  spade  a  spade, 


we  need  not  be  afraid  to  say  so.  A  wasted  twenty  years 
should  be  warning  enough  to  even  the  most  misguided 
critic,  and  more  than  sufficient  for  those  who  are  determined 
to  introduce  a  new  order  of  things  long  before  another  such 
slice  has  been  snatched  from  a  life-time.  Life  is  short. 
The  electors  dare  not  hesitate.  This  time  they  will  choose 
the  men  who  will  fight  the  most — men  who  are  not  slaves  to 
precedent,  but  who  will  endeavour  to  act  to-day  in  prefer- 
ence to  giving  a  promise  for  an  ever-deferred  to-morrow. 

Faithfully  yours, 
Penzance,  April  18.  Walter  H.  Keen. 

The  Preliminary  Examination. 

Sir, — Will  you  kindly  permit  me  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  "  powers  that  be  "  to  the  unfairness  of  the  first  question 
set  in  arithmetic  at  the  last  examination  (April  9)  ?  How 
many  of  the  candidates,  I  wonder,  had  ever  heard  of  a  pipe 
of  wine  1  Thirty  years  ago  children's  brains  were  bothered 
with  remembering  "  ankers,  runlets,  tierces,"  &c,  but  now 
we  have  grown  wiser,  and  only  the  tables  in  common  use 
are  taught.  In  the  name  of  common  sense,  if  questions  on 
tables  not  in  every-day  use  are  set,  why  are  they  not  set  on 
apothecaries'  weight  1  I  feel  certain  that  not  5  per  cent,  of 
the  candidates  attempted  question  No.  1.  An  examination- 
paper  should  be  a  fair  lest,  and  not  a  catch. 

Yours  truly, 

Teacher.  (60/3.) 

Sir, — "  Xrayser's  "  remarks  on  the  subject  oE  the  arith- 
metical powers  of  pharmaceutical  students  are,  I  think, 
rather  hard,  but  justly  so  ;  for  from  my  knowledge  of  men 
who  have  come  to  "  Minor  "  calculations  they  are  deplorably 
deficient  in  common  reasoning  powers.  Is  it,  however,  all 
the  fault  of  the  candidates  1  Take,  as  an  illustration,  the 
first  question  in  the  arithmetic  of  April,  1900,  which  necessi- 
tates a  knowledge  of  wine-measure  and  particularly  the 
relation  of  the  11  pipe  of  wine  "  to  the  commoner  denomina- 
tions of  that  interesting  trade.  Do  you  know  it,  Mr. 
Editor  ?  Does  the  present  writer  ?  Can  you  find  it  in 
Pendlebury  or  Brooke-Smith  1  If  not,  why  not  ?  Would 
that  Mr.  Bremridge  would  ascertain  for  us  how  many  candi- 
dates did  the  precious  No.  1  accurately,  and  ask  the  reason 
why  such  things  are  asked  of  would-be  pharmacists,  also  what 
value  was  attached  to  the  question,  if  any  ?  Stock  sums  are 
given;  why?  Do  they  expect  pharmacists  to  have  a 
"  flutter "  in  the  future  ?  Income-tax  also  occasionally  is 
thought  to  be  a  useful  mental  exercise  for  the  tyro,  and  so 
arc  what  are  known  as  bankrupt  sums,  and,  with  less 
frequency,  the  cost  of  the  "  papering  of  rooms."  Perhaps  in 
the  present  state  of  pharmacy  these  are  necessary,  especially 
for  the  retailer  who  sees  his  income  vanishing  and  his 
bankruptcy  or  composition  not  far  off.  It  is  quite  time 
the  work  was  managed  better  or,  at  any  rate,  in  some  other 
way.  Could  not  some  astute  pharmaceutical  arithmetician 
suggest  the  nature  of  the  questions  for  the  July  examina- 
tion so  that  the  fold  may  be  increased  or  diminished  as 
there  is  need  for  "  student-associates  "  ? 

Yours  truly. 

Cram  for  Exam.  (60/91.) 

The  "Eoyal"  Pharmaseutical  Society  of  Ireland. 

Sir.— Everything  has  its  uses— even  royalty.  Might  I, 
therefore,  suggest  that  the  Irish  Pharmaceutical  Council 
should  avail  themselves  of  the  occasion  of  presenting  their 
dutiful  address  to  her  Majesty  to  obtain  the  Royal  assent  to 
prefixing  the  title  "Koyal"to  that  of  the  Society  ?  There 
is  no  lack  of  precedents  ;  an  insignificent  local  hospital  has 
been  recommended  to  so  designate  itself,  and  the  symposium 
of  mutual  admirers  in  Kildare  Street  is  allowed  to  style 
itself  the  "  Royal  Academy  of  Medicine."  Furthermore,  the 
Society  desires  some  recognition  for  its  persistent  loyalty. 
Another  body  which  might  also  endeavour  to  utilise  the 
Royal  presence  is  the  Apothecaries'  Hall.  The  Company  is 
one  of  the  multitude  of  address-movers,  and  if  it  were  per- 
mitted to  style  itself  the  "  Royal  Company  of  Apothecaries" 
unfortunate'licentiates  would  be  able  to  place  a  morerespect- 
able  appendix  to  their  names.        Yours  truly, 

J.  C.  McWalter. 

19  North  Earl  Street,  Dublin,  April  11. 
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Qualified  Assistants  and  Company-pharmacy. 

Sir, — Before  this  company-controversy  terminates,  would 
it  not  be  interesting  to  have  some  kind  of  pronouncement 
from  an  individual  who  has  been  somewhat  in  evidence 
lately — viz.,  "the  company  branch-manager"?  We  can 
understand  and  (some  of  us)  sympathise  with  the  man  who 
is  selling  his  services  at  a  respectable  rate  of  pay,  but  what 
is  he  going  to  do  if  his  title  is  annexed  ?  After  reading  the 
circular  letter  issued  by  the  companies  to  their  branch 
managers— evidence,  by  the  way,  of  the  esteem  and  respect 
in  which  they  are  evidently  held — "  with  instructions  to 
copy,"  &c,  it  will  not  be  surprising  to  hear  soon  that  their 
names  have  been  neatly  printed  on  boards  and  sent  round 
with  instructions  to  hang  in  a  prominent  place,  nolens  volens 
and  no  questions  asked.  What  effect,  I  should  like  to  know, 
is  this  possible  procedure  to  have  on  the  pharmacy-labour 
market  ? 

Is  the  C.P.B.  manager  going  to  submit  tamely  to  what- 
ever his  financial  superiors  may  dictate,  or  is  he  going  to 
strike  for  himself  and  those  who  may  follow  him?  The 
main  point  to  consider  is  that  he  is  indispensable  to  the 
companies.  Whatever  position  the  company  may  occupy  in 
the  estimation  of  the  public  is  entirely  due  to  the  personality 
of  the  manager. 

The  net  result,  of  course,  to  the  proprietors  is  shown  in  the 
increased  value  of  their  holdings  and  the  high  dividends  paid 
by  the  largest  of  these  companies.  There  is  no  doubt  that  some 
conception  of  this  indebtedness  was  in  the  mind  of  a  certain 
managing  director  when  a  fund  for  providing  pensions  was 
initiated,  but  this  fund,  so  far  as  I  can  gather,  is  entirely 
illusory,  for  not  a  single  manager  I  have  talked  to  knows 
anything  of  it  beyond  the  fact  that  none  of  them  has  the 
ghost  of  a  claim  upon  it ! 

I  note  that  some  of  your  correspondents  conclude  that  the 
passing  of  Clause  2  is  bound  to  favourably  affect  the  position 
of  the  qualified  manager.  It  ought  to  do  so  certainly,  but 
it  is  by  no  means  a  certainty  unless  there  is  some  combined 
understanding  amongst  the  qualified  men  themselves.  There 
is  no  question  about  the  right  to  combination  for  the  im- 
provement of  our  social  position  and  the  protection  of  our 
title,  and  I  do  not  know  that  we  need  take  much  thought  of 
the  shareholders.  Indeed,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the  end  would 
be  as  always — "  the  public  pays."    Yours  obediently, 

A.  O.  B.  M.    (54/9  ) 

Sir, — The  letters  of  "Rank  Outsider"  and  Mr.  Pickering 
on  this  subject  are  very  amusing,  and  the  interest  they  dis- 
play regarding  the  salaries  paid  would  be  very  touching  if 
it  were  not  for  the  transparency  of  their  motives.  As  a 
company's  manager  of  several  years'  standing,  I  may  perhaps 
be  allowed  to  let  a  little  daylight  in  on  the  subject.  I  will 
not  discuss  the  merits  or  demerits  of  company-pharmacy, 
or  "piracy,"  as  Mr.  Pickering  puts  it,  for  I  have  never  yet 
met  anyone  in  the  trade,  qualified  or  not,  who  joins  either  a 
company  or  a  private  firm  except  in  his  own  interest. 
Companies'  men  of  both  classes  are  compelled  to  take  an 
interest  in  the  company  that  employs  them  through  the 
commission  system.  What  does  "  Rank  Outsider  "  mean  by 
the  word  "  fault  "  ?  I  see  no  fault  in  placing  my  services 
in  the  best  market,  and  where  the  conditions  of  labour  are 
most  pleasing.  Let  us  hope  that  the  instance  he  quotes  as 
a  set-off  is  the  exception,  and  not  the  rule,  among  private 
firms,  although  the  particular  firm  he  alludes  to  may  be 
one  that  places  a  high  commercial  value  on  its  name  as 
compensation  for  the  small  salaries  it  pays.  "  Rank 
Outsider "  says  he  knows  several  unqualified  men  getting 
35s.,  38s ,  and  40*'.  per  week  with  commission.  Well,  some 
do,  and,  what  is  more,  they  deserve  it.  Now  and  then  an 
exceptionally  smart  man  will  get  even  more.  Pharmaceu- 
tical companies,  like  every  other  big  concern,  pay  salaries 
according  to  qualification  or  otherwise.  Merit,  even  with  a 
company,  plays  an  important  part  in  the  salary  of  either 
the  qualified  or  unqualified  man,  notwithstanding  the 
curious  statement  of  Mr.  "Rank  Outsider"  that  unqualified 
men  are  worth  nothing,  and  qualified  men  should  be 
worth  more  than  nothing  to  a  company.  In  many 
cases  the  best  assistants,  smartest  countermen,  and 
men  of  greatest  business  tact  and  ability  are  found 
amongst  the  unqualified,  who,  not  having  any  certificate  to 
back  them,  know  they  are  on  their  merits,  and  have  to  work 


accordingly.  This  is  where  they  outshine  many  qualified  men. 
It  is  not  so  much  a  question  of  the  value  of  their  title  as  of 
what  their  services  are  worth.  It  must  not  be  imagined  that 
the  companies  are  short  of  titled  applicants  ;  they  can  get 
as  many  as  they  want  any  day  in  the  week,  and  this  is, 
perhaps,  the  reason  why  every  qualified  assistant  does  not 
get  from  3/.  10s.  to  4/.  per  week.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  some 
do  get  that  amount,  however — those  who  are  worth  it. 
"  Rank  Outsider's  "  remark,  "  If  the  companies  had  to  raise 
their  prices,  what  does  it  matter?"  sounds  like  a  flattering- 
admission  of  their  power  over  the  general  public.  The 
signing  of  an  agreement  is  news  to  me.  In  conclusion,  let 
me  tell  those  who  think  of  joining  a  company  that  duffers, 
qualified  or  unqualified,  need  not  apply. 

Yours  truly, 

A  Company's  Manager.   (53, 32.) 

A  Low  Quotation. 

Sir, — In  the  camphorated-oil  case  reported  in  the  C.  S;  D. 
of  April  14,  Mr.  Greig  says  "  the  cost  of  camphor  is  about 
\d.  to  the  5  oz.  of  oil,"  which  comes  out  at  3d.  per  lb. 
Will  he  kindly  say  where  I  can  procure  it  at  that  price,  as, 
according  to  the  lists,  the  present  value  is  about  2.?  3d. 
per  lb.  1  A  Country  Druggist.  (57/37.) 

Legal  Queries. 

Before  sending  in  a  query  for  reply  in  this  section  see  if  the 
subject  is  not  dealt  with  in  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists' 
Diary,"  1900,  pages  212-226,  and  pages  259-262. 

44/4.  Morganrog. — You  should  certainly  not  move  in  the 
matter  of  the  price-list  until  you  hear  from  the  Official 
Receiver. 

47/71.  J.  D. — The  only  thing  you  can  do  to  recover  your 
blocks  from  the  South  of  England  Printing  and  Publishing 
Company  is  to  write  to  the  Official  Receiver  of  the  Bank- 
ruptcy Court,  Portsmouth,  informing  him  of  the  circum- 
stances, giving  prints  of  the  blocks,  and  asking  them  to  be 
returned. 

42/24.  S.  S.  asks:  "Is  it  absolutely  illegal  under  any 
Act  of  Parliament  to  sell  to  a  customer  that  may  bring  a 
beer,  stout,  or  mineral-water  bottle  with  a  proprietary  name 
upon  it  such  things  as  paraffin,  turpentine,  black  varnish, 
and  carbolic  acid  I  "  [No ;  but  there  is  a  difficulty.  The 
property  in  such  bottles  rarely  passes  from  the  owner  (the 
bottler)  to  the  purchaser  of  the  original  contents,  and  the 
presumption  is  that  the  purchaser  will  not  divert  the  bottles 
from  their  ordinary  purpose,  and  will,  in  short,  return  the  bottles 
when  the  contents  are  used.  If,  therefore,  the  bottles  are 
used  for  such  purposes  as  "  S.  S."  mentions,  the  owner  of 
the  bottles  may  have  cause  for  action  in  the  event  of  the 
bottles  spoiling  his  products.  Attempts  have  been  made  to 
get  at  retailers  through  the  Merchandise-marks  Act  without 
success.  We  think  chemists  should  discourage  such  use  of 
beverage-bottles  on  general  grounds.] 

40/21.  A.  G. — "Bow's  liniment"  is  a  proprietary  title 
which  none  but  the  owners  of  the  title  can  legally  use.  A 
patent  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

84/27.  Momo.— Read  reply  to  "  Ino  "  on  page  391,  March  3 
If  that  does  not  apply  to  your  case,  furnish  us  with  all 
particulars. 

41/10.  Assistant. — You  are  entitled  to  a  month's  notice 
or  salary  in  lieu  thereof,  but  not  to  an  equivalent  for  board 
and  lodging.  This  is  the  custom  of  the  trade  ;  also  that  an 
engagement  is  terminable,  subject  to  that  condition,  at  any 
moment,  irrespective  of  the  time  that  the  engagement  com- 
menced. 

40/67.  F.  H.  W.  R.  asks  if  interest  can  be  charged 
and  legally  recovered  on  an  overdue  account  if  a  printed 
notice  to  that  effect  appears  at  the  head  of  invoices  and 
statements  ?  [We  do  not  think  that  interest  can  be  recovered 
under  the  circumstances.  The  question  of  allowing  interest 
is  always  a  matter  for  the  jury,  and  there  is  a  strong  leaning 
against  it  except  where  there  is  an  express  contract.  It  is 
possible  that  where  there  has  been  a  regular  course  of 
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dealing  with  a  customer  so  that  the  notice  or  the  invoice  is 
well  known  to  the  customer  the  interest  might  be  allowed, 
b  it  we  should  think  it  is  very  doubtful.  The  best  plan  is  to 
add  on  the  interest  to  the  amount,  and  to  put  a  notice  on  the 
invoice  that  discount  will  be  allowed  for  cash.] 

42/68.  P.  J.  is  a  Transvaal  chemist,  who  wants  to  know 
if  he  is  liable  for  the  rent  of  his  shop  out  there  during  the 
war,  the  Boers  having  compelled  him  to  leave  the  country. 
[This  is  a  question  of  Roman  Dutch  law,  and  we  are  unable 
to  answer  it  with  any  certainty.  In  the  English  law  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  rent  would  be  payable  just  as  if  the  house 
were  burnt  down.  The  fact  that  the  premises  are  uninhabit- 
able does  not  relieve  the  tenant  of  liability  for  rent  unless 
there  is  an  express  proviso  in  the  lease  to  that  effect.] 

40/7.  Aloes  writes : — "  If  I  sell  my  premises  (freehold)  for 
2  500/.  and  take  the  deeds  to  a  solicitor  to  convey  to  the 
purchaser,  what  would  be  about  a  fair  charge  for  me  to  pay 
in  the  transaction?"  [Under  the  Solicitors'  Remuneration 
Act,  1881,  a  solicitor  acting  for  the  vendor  and  the  pur- 
chaser is  entitled  to  make  the  same  charge  as  if  each  party 
employed  his  own  solicitor.  The  scale-charge  payable  by 
the  vendor  to  the  solicitor  on  a  sale  where  the  purchase- 
money  is  2,500/.  is  30/.  Our  correspondent  would  be  well 
advised  if  he  employed  some  independent  gentleman  well  up 
in  the  transfer  of  chemists'  businesses.] 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  we  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


57/61.  6.  II'.  IT.-  The  fruits  which  you  send  from  the 
stomach  of  a  dog  are  undoubtedly  those  of  the  ordinary 
currant,  which  is  a  seedless  variety  of  the  grape.  The  two 
fruits  received  from  you  contained  no  seeds  and  the  stalk 
and  calyx  are  identical  with  those  of  the  commercial  currant. 
It  could  not  have  been  the  deadly  nightshade  to  which  the 
veterinary  surgeon  referred  the  fruits,  as  these  are  as  big  as 
a  cherry,  with  a  very  large  calyx.  The  plant  is  Atropa  Bella- 
donna. It  was  probably  the  bittersweet  or  woody  night- 
shade— Solanum  Dulcamara-  that  was  meant.  These  fruits, 
when  dry,  are  somewhat  similar  in  appearance  to  currants, 
but  they  contain  several  hard  seeds  pitted  on  the  surface, 
which  at  once  puts  them  out  of  the  running. 

34/35.  F.  H. — Absorbent  Cotton-wool  is  "freed  from 
fatty  matter  "  by  alternate  washing  with  a  5-per-cent.  solu- 
tion of  caustic  soda  and  weak  hydrochloric-acid  solution. 
Between  the  soda  and  acul-bath  the  wool  is  partially  washed, 
and  after  the  acid-bath  the  washing  is  of  a  very  thorough 
character,  so  as  to  get  rid  of  the  last  traces  of  chemicals. 
After  washing,  the  cotton-wool  is  pressed  and  quickly  dried. 

23/14.  Retailer. — Brockendon's  patent  compressed  bicar- 
bonate of  potash  and  chlorate  of  potash  were  the  first 
forms  of  compressed  medicines  in  lozenge  form  made  in 
England.    They  were  introduced  about  fifty  years  ago. 

94/14.  Suhscriher. — The  regulations  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners  require  that  candidates  for  the  Minor  shall 
submit  a  certified  declaration  that  they  have  been  for  three 
years  engaged  in  the  translation  and  dispensing  of  prescrip- 
tions. There  is  no  regulation  as  to  where  the  dispensing  shall 
have  been  done. 

43/53.  W.  F.  S. — You  do  not  stale  what  exception  you 
take  to  ext.  cascar.  sag.  s.  sapore  in  syrup  of  (igs.  Ext 
jalar:'i  Liq.  could  be  used  in  place  of  cascara. 

41/3.  E.  L. — The  dry  method  of  cleaning  dogs' coats  is 
much  used.  It  is  followed  by  rubbing  the  coat  with 
handfuls  of  warm,  damp  bran,  and  finishing  with  plenty  of 
dry  bran.  Flour  is  frequently  used,  but  is  difficult  to  get 
out  of  the  hair. 

47/24.  8.  W. — (1)  We  have  not  a  formula  for  dry  shampoo 
containing  ether,  but  by  using  liquid  extract  of  quillaia, 
perfume,  and  spirit  of  ether,  you  will  easily  be  able  to  con- 


struct one.  (2)  "Fernie's  Herbal  Simples  "  (Wright  &  Co.) 
is  the  best  book  we  know  on  herbal  simples. 

35/43.  C.  S'  Co. — The  method  of  making  fumigating- 
ribbon  is  given  in  "  Pharmaceutical  Formulas,"  page  2U2. 

43/3.  J.  J.  F. — "Tauric  acid,  which  softens  steel,  gold, 
ami  other  metals  like  putty,"  exists  only  in  the  imagination 
of  its  inventor.  We  had  the  story  from  America  last  July, 
and  received  a  cable  from  our  New  York  correspondent  that 
it  was  a  "  fake."' 

48/32.    F.  A.  IT. — Glycerol  is  a  synonym  for  glycerin. 

47/64.  C.  31.  writes  in  regard  to  an  answer  we  gave  a  corre- 
spondent (C.  4'  F).,  March  31)  that  the  action  of  a  diamond 
in  glass-cutting  was  mechanical,  and  says  he  has  seen  a 
theory  that  it  is  not  wholly  mechanical,  but  cannot  verify 
it.  Perhaps  some  of  our  readers  will  be  able  to  clear  up 
this  very  interesting  point. 

38/57.  -S'.  C.  $  /S'.— Action  of  Alum  on  Metals.— Solution 
of  potash  alum  in  water  has  an  acid  reaction,  hence  it  is 
not  surprising  that  it  acts  on  metals  with  which  it  comes  in 
contact. 

39/24.    //.  C.  C—  Erasmus  "Wilson's  Hair-wash.— We 

gave  a  formula  for  this  as  recently  as  December  16,  1899, 
page  1,002. 

39/37.  T.  R.  F. — The  best  work  on  applied  chemistry  is 
"Thorpe's  Dictionary  "  (in  3  vols.,  42s.,  42s.,  and  63,>\,  Long- 
mans), which  you  will  be  able  to  refer  to  in  most  good 
libraries.    Your  other  query  we  are  attending  to. 

33/61.  J.  R.  M. — The  best  way  of  clearing  the  capsicum 
essence  would  be  by  shaking  with  it  a  small  quantity  of 
French  chalk,  and  letting  the  essence  stand  until  the  powder 
has  subsided,  then  decanting. 

42/71.  Sacch.  Unt.—Yor  particulars  of  the  manufacture 
of  burnt  sugar,  see  C.     D.,  April  7,  page  583. 

43/37.  Jean. — The  colour  of  solution  of  shellac  is  partly 
destroyed  by  filtration  through  animal  charcoal;  but  quite 
colourless  solutions  are  made  by  using  bleached  shellac. 

37/29.  D.  iY— We  have  analysed  the  Hair-dye,  which 
has  rather  an  exceptional  composition.  One  bottle  is  a 
solution  of  pyrogallic  acid  in  weak  alcohol.  The  other 
contains  ferric  nitrate  (5),  potassium  bichromate  (1),  citric 
acid  (2),  and  ammonium  sulphocyanide  (1)  in  water  (100). 
The  figures  roughly  indicate  the  quantities. 

40/24.  C.  //.—We  require  some  details  about  samples 
sent  us  for  analysis. 

40/3.  Oxon. — We  are  not  acquainted  with  the  formula 
for  Owbridge's  lung-tonic. 

39/70.  Cymro.—"  Norway  Pitch  "  is  pitch  imported  from 
Norway. 

37  42.  JEseulap  — Dry  Shampoo.— See  C.  .f  F.,  Octo- 
ber 28,  1899,  page  723. 


Information  Wanted. 

Postcard  replies  to  any  of  the  subjoined  inquiries  will 
be  esteemed. 


50/10.    Makers  of  Bailey's  chalk. 

50/11.    Do  Sanctis  pills  manufacturers. 

58/64.    Antiarthrin  :  where  obtainable  1 

58/21.    Makers  of  "  Bromley's  extract  of  herbs." 

50/12.    Manufacturers  of  Reynold's  gout-specific. 

56/5.  Address  of  maker  of  Dr.  Gee's  or  Geer's  Phenated- 
rose  Tooth-powder,  as  sold  in  Shanghai. 

154/19.  (1)  Martin's  razor-paste,  in  6d.  round  tins,  "  made 
in  London."  Maker's  rame  and  address  wanted  for  large 
buyer.  (2)  Recipe  for  straw-hat  polish  (black).  (3)  Pulv. 
Garrod.  (ord.)  as  dispensed  in  Hong-Kong ;  formula  wanted. 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS— The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyers 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 

42  Cannon  Street,  London,  EX. :  April  10. 

BUSINESS  ceased  on  Thursday,  April  12,  and  was  expected 
to  resume  on  Tuesday  of  this  week,  but  a  holiday  tone 
is  still  in  the  air,  Mincing  Lane  trade  especially  being  very 
dull.  Wholesale  druggists  are  quiet  also,  but  are  not  com- 
plaining so  badly  as  brokers  and  exporters.  The  most  im- 
portant articles  of  the  week  are  quinine  and  cannabis  indica. 
The  former  has  strengthened  its  position  considerably,  owing 
to  light  shipments  of  bark  from  Java.  In  consequence  of  the 
report  regarding  an  Indian  export  duty  on  cannabis  indica 
the  price  has  doubled.  Next  week's  drug-auctions  will  be 
heavy,  and  will  include  fair  supplies  of  aloes,  benzoin, 
dragon's-blood,  guaiacum,  jalap,  and  sarsaparilla,  but  not 
much  ipecac,  so  far.  The  following  are  the  more  important 
changes  since  our  last : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Cannabis  indica 

Acid,  citric 

Caseara 

Benzols 

Carnauba  wax 

Calumba 

sagrada 

Carbolic  acid 

Gamboge 

Gentian 

Copper 

Oil,  turps 

Quinine 

Henbane 

sulphate 

Thymol 

Tragacanth 

Oil,  castor 

Magnesium 

Opium 

salts 

Zinc  salts 

The  following  drugs  have  arrived  at  the  principal  ports  of  the 
United  Kingdom  from  April  11  to  April  18  (both  inclusive)  : — 
Acid  (carbolic),  67  ;  (citric),  19  ;  (oxalic),  20  ;  (tartaric),  94  ;  annatto- 
seed,  5  ;  argols,  71 ;  arrowroot  (W.I.),  62  ;  arsenic,  46  ;  buchu,  17 ; 
camphor,  5 ;  cantharides,  4  ;  cardamoms,  48  ;  cassia  fistula,  300  ; 
chillies,  233  ;  chloroform,  2  ;  cinchona,  35  ;  citrate  of  lime,  173  ; 
cocaine,  17  ;  cream  of  tartar,  92 ;  ergot  of  rye,  33  ;  fennel-seed,  7  ; 
gum  copal,  42 ;  honey,  79  ;  insect-powder,  120 ;  kola-nuts,  4  ; 
lime-juice,  318  ;  liquorice,  477  ;  lysol,  45;  musk,  1 ;  oil  (castor), 
97;  (cod-liver),  404  ;  (eucalyptus*,  40  ;  opium,  167;  pistachio-nuts, 
14  ;  soy,  151 ;  tamarinds,  3  ;  turpentine,  3,050  ;  vanilla,  9  ;  wax 
(E.I.),  6;  (W.I.i,  48;  (Calcutta),  21 ;  (Australian),  1. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

[These prices  are  for  market-centres  other  than  London."] 

In  consequence  of  the  holidays  there  is  little  of  special  im- 
portance to  be  reported  this  week.  A  few  slight  changes  have 
occurred.  A  fairly  good  all-round  demand  continues  to  be 
experienced  at  all  the  main  centres. 

Alkali-produce. — Bleaching  powder  and  caustic  soda  continue 
in  good  and  steady  request,  both  for  home  and  export.  Soda 
crystals  meet  with  heavier  inquiry. 

'Benzols  are  flat  and  lower :  90  per  cent.,  6.W. ;  50  tier  cent., 
8Jd. 

Recovered  Sulphur.— Firm  and  in  demand  at  47.  17s.  6(2.  to 
52.  2s.  6(2.  per  ton  in  bags  on  rails. 

Zinc  Salts. — In  fair  inquiry  at  somewhV,  easier  rates  :  sul- 
phate of  zinc  crystals,  77.  5s.  to  7?.  7s.  6d.  per  ton  ;  chloride 
solution,  100°  Hw.,  11.  5s.  to  72.  10j.  per  ton;  pure  zinc  chloride 
cake,  Is.  to  Is.  2d.  per  lb. 

South  Durham  Salt  is  moving  well,  and  price  is  steadily 
maintained  at  lis.  3d.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Tees. 

Alumina-products  meet  with  fair  inquiry,  and  values  continue 
very  firm.  White  sulphate  of  alumina,  purest  makes,  practically 
free  of  iron,  85s.  to  90s.  per  ton  on  rails  in  casks,  less  customary 
allowances  for  bags  or  loose  slabs.  Crystal  alum,  very  firm,  loose 
lump,  42.  15s.  to  51. ;  lump,  in  tierces,  51.  to  5/.  2s.  6(2. ;  ground,  in 
bags,  51.  Is.  6d.  to  51.  12s.  6(2.  Aluminous  cake,  50s.  to  57s.  6(7. 
per  ton.   Aluminoferric,  45s.  to  50s.  per  ton,    Sewage  alum,  45s. 


to  47s.  6(7.  per  ton.  Hydrate  of  alumina,  purest  and  of  highest 
percentage,  11?.  10s.  to  127.  per  ton  in  casks.  Aluminate  of  soda, 
highest  strength,  ALOj,  37s.  6(7.  to  40s.  per  cwt.,  according  to 
quantity.  Bauxite  60-per-cent.  alumina,  17s.  to  18s.  per  ton,  f.o.b. 
Carbonate  of  alumina,  35s.  to  37s.  6(2.  pier  cwt.  Chloride  of 
aluminium  solution,  117.  10s.  to  127.  10s.  per  ton  in  barrels  free  on 
rails. 

Lead  Salts  are  steady  and  moving  well :  sugar  of  lead,  white, 
247.  10s.  per  ton,  less  2\  per  cent.,  Glasgow ;  sugar  of  lead,  brown, 
207.  per  ton,  less  2j  per  cent.,  Glasgow ;  nitrate  of  lead,  237.  10s. 
per  ton,  less  2h  per  cent.,  Glasgow. 

Magnesium  Salts. — Rather  easier:  sulphate  (epsom  salts), 
60s.  to  62s.  6(7.  per  ton  in  bags  free  on  rails ;  carbonate  of 
magnesia,  37s.  6(7.  to  40s.  per  cwt. ;  calcined  fmagnesia.  Is.  to 
Is.  4(7.  per  lb. ;  chloride  of  magnesium,  60s.  per  ton. 

Sal  Ammoniac — Unchanged  at  407.  and  387.  per  ton  for  firsts 
and  seconds  respectively. 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia. — Quiet  at  rates  about  2s.  6(7.  per  ton 
lower  than  last  quotations.  Exports  from  Leith  last  week 
amounted  to  229  tons. 

Linseed  and  Cottonseed  Cakes  are  firm  and  continue  in 
good  inquiry.  Linseed,  95  per  cent,  pure,  87.  15s.;  oilcakes, 
77.  10s.  Cotton  cakes,  best  makes,  47.  15s.  to  47.  17s.  6(7.,  and 
seconds  47.  10s. 

Liverpool  Drug  Market. 

The  market  during  the  past  week  has  necessarily  presented  a 
very  holiday-like  appearance,  and  there  has  been  no  important 
change  in  values. 

Castor  Oil. — The  available  stock  of  good  seconds  Calcutta  has 
been  much  reduced,  and  holders  are  showing  less  inclination  to  part 
The  value  of  good  seconds  Calcutta,  however,  remains  unchanged 
at  3r9R(7.  to  3iK?.,  and  business  is  being  done  at  these  figures 
readily.  First-pressure  French  is  also  in  a  much  firmer  position 
on  the  spot,  3r3,jf7.  per  lb.  having  been  paid  for  quantity,  and  some 
holders  are  firm  at  3^(7.  per  lb.  Second-pressure  English  is  avail- 
able at  3g(7. ;  first-pressure  English,  3-^,(2.  to  3.^(7.  per  lb.;  Belgian 
second-pressing,  Zfcd.  ;  first-pressing,  3|(2.  per  lb. 

Ginger,  Jamaica. — A  further  parcel  of  14  barrels  has  changed 
hands  at  52s.  6(7.  per  cwt.,  clearing  the  market  of  this  grade. 

Cod-liver  Oil. — Newfoundland  is  very  firmly  held  at  2s.  6(7.  to 
3s.  6(2.  per  gal.  for  the  small  remaining  stocks,  holders  being 
largely  influenced  in  their  views  by  the  strong  reports  from 
Norway. 

Borax. — Is  steady  at  17s.  crystal,  18s.  powder,  although  some 
second-grade  parcels  can  be  obtained  at  a  shade  under  these 
figures. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — 272  bags  of  old  bark  offered  at  auction, 
and  22s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  was  bid  and  refused.  The  parcel  changed 
hands  later  on. 

Honey. — There  is  a  continuance  of  the  upward  movement  in 
this,  and  1  ton  of  Pile  I.  Chilian  has  changed  hands  at  25s.  6(2. 
per  cwt.,  showing  an  advance  on  the  last  price  paid.  Californian 
is  very  strongly  held  at  prices  ranging  from  40s.  to  47s.  6(7.  per 
cwt.,  according  to  quality.  At  auction  a  parcel  of  91  packages 
low-grade  Peruvian  offered,  and  holder's  idea  was  22s.  per  cwt., 
but  the  parcel  was  afterwards  sold  at  21s.  9(2.  ;  also  a  parcel  of 
30  kegs  Pile  III.  Peruvian  at  22s. 

Fenugreek-seed. — At  auction  534  bags  were  offered,  but 
brought  forth  no  bids.  The  owners'  ideas  were  7s.  to  7s.  6(2.  per 
cwt. 

Beeswax  (Peruvian). — Six  packages  fine  yellow  at  auction 
changed  hands  at  77.  12s.  6(2.  per  cwt. 

Carnauba  Wax. — Is  still  fetching  the  high  range  of  values 
recently  reported,  sales  having  been  made  at  77s.  6(2.  per  cwt.  for 
grey  ;  and  87s.  6(2.  for  medium. 

Irish  Moss. — Common  continues  to  be  very  scarce,  and  the 
value  ranges  from  10s.  6(2.  to  12s.  6(2.  per  cwt. ;  while  good  medium 
has  realised  19s.  per  cwt.  on  the  market. 

Quillaia-bark. — Strorgly  held  at  137.  7s.  6(7.  to  137.  15s. 
per  ton. 

Turps. — Easier  at  41s.  3(7.  to  41s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Balsam,  Oregon. — A  parcel  of  64  barrels  was  offered  at 
auction,  and  the  holders  limited  it  at  6(7.  per  lb.  There  were  no 
bids,  however. 

Turmeric.— Split  bulb  Cochin.  For  a  lot  of  50  bags  lying  here 
the  owners  are  asking  10s.  6(7.  per  cwt. 

Canary-seed. — The  strong  position  of  this  article  has  been 
fully  maintained  during  the  week,  and  holders  are  firm  at  31s.  6(7. 
to  35s.  per  quarter  for  good  bright  Turkish. 

Gum  Acacia. — Stocks  of  Soudan  sorts  have  been  reduced  to 
very  small  proportions.  Five  serons  fair  sorts  realised  72s.  6(7., 
and  5  serons  7ls.,  per  cwt.    The  arrivals  lately  have  been  small. 

French  Drug  Market. 

Paris,  April  14. 
Market  very  quiet,  and  no  transactions  of  importance  have  been 
reported. 

Acid,  Citric,  seems  to  recover,  and  it  is  expected  that  the 
next  few  months  will  harden  the  quotations.    None  of  our  manu- 
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facturers  are  open  to  sell,  and  consumers  are  already  far  ahead  of 
their  contracts.    Nominal  quotation  360f.  per  100  kilos. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — Steady  at  270f.  per  100  kilos. 

Cantharides. — Steady  at  560f.  per  100  kilos. 

Lycopodium  advanced  this  week  from  570f.  to  600f.  per  100 
kilos. 

Ergot. — Russian  weak,  at  50Cf.  Spanish  well  maintained  at 
700c,  owing  to  small  stocks. 

Sulphate  op  Quinine  dropped  to  56f.  to  58f.  per  kilo. 

Castor  Oil. — The  short  crop  of  castor-seed  has  been  fully 
confirmed,  and  we  now  quote  medicinal,  extra,  in  barrels,  79f.  ; 
in  cases  of  4  x  20  kilos.,  85f.,  but  higher  prices  can  be  ex- 
pected. 

Camphor  firm  at  600f.  per  100  kilos,  for  refined. 

Almonds  have  risen  owing  to  the  recent  frosts  in  the  producing 
districts,  which  are  said  to  have  done  great  damage  to  the  crop. 
All  kinds  of  nuts  rise  in  sympathy. 

Coca-leaves. — A  parcel  of  30  bales  good  green  leaves,  direct 
import,  is  held  at  330f.  to  340f.,  as  to  quantity. 

Chamomiles  and  Rose-leaves. —  Stocks  are  nearly  exhausted. 

Makshmallow-root. — Rising  owing  to  large  purchases  for 
German  account,  where  the  crop  has  been  a  failure. 

Valerian-root. — Hardly  any  stocks  are  left  in  first-hands,  and 
130f.  has  to  be  paid. 

Vanilla.— Quite  against  the  general  prediction  this  article 
has  not  come  down  to  the  low  prices  expected  by  the  con- 
sumers, because  the  1900  crop  seems  to  be  a  very  poor  one,  and 
planters  are  in  no  hurry  to  sell  their  last  year's  stocks.  Business 
is  of  a  very  limited  character,  and  there  will  probably  be  no 
change  for  several  months,  but  it  seems  pretty  certain  that  we 
shall  rise  again  during  August  and  September,  when  manufac- 
turers will  have  to  cover  their  winter  needs. 

German  Drug  Market. 

Hamburg,  April  17. 

Owing  to  the  Easter  holidays  business  is  very  quiet. 

Aloes  (Cape)  is  tending  firmer,  and  is  quoted  to-day  at  68m. 
per  100  kilos. ;  spot  is  scarce. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  quiet,  and  does  not  show  muchbusiness  ; 
to-day's  quotation  is  450m.  per  100  kilos. 

Condurango-bark  is  firm  and  scarce  at  19Cm.  to  195m.  per 
103  kilos. 

Coca-leaves.— Some  125  bales  arrived  lately;  price  unchanged. 

Cumin- seed  is  very  firm  with  an  increased  demand.  The  spot 
quotation  is  65m.  per  100  kilos.  This  year's  crop  for  shipment 
is  quoted  about  55m.  per  100  kilos. 

Menthol  is  dull  and  lower  at  17f  m.  to  18m.  per  kilo. 

Opium  is  firm  at  18r,m.  per  kilo. 

Quinine. — Dull  and  neglected  ;  nominally,  44m.  per  kilo. 

Star  Anise  is  quiet  at  182£m.  per  100  kilos. 

Spirit  of  Turpentine  for  spot  delivery  is  very  scarce  and 
firm  at  85Jm.  per  100  kilos. 

Wax,  Carnauba,  is  very  firm  ;  from  147£m.  to  200m.  per  100 
kilos.,  according  to  quality.  Japan  unchanged  at  60^m.  per  1C0 
kilos. 

Oils. — Cottonseed  is  very  firm  and  rapidly  advancing.  Castor 
is  still  quiet  at  61m.  per  100  kilos,  for  first-pressing  in  barrels; 
forward,  60im.  Cod-liver  is  quieter ;  holders  seek  to  realise,  and 
non-congealing  oil  can  be  bought  to-day  at  90m.  per  barrel. 

Oils,  Essential.— Clove  is  firm  at  53m.  per  kilo.  Cassia 
quiet  at  7Am.  to  8m.  per  kilo.  Peppermint  firm,  HGH,  5.10m. 
per  lb. ;  Japanese,  8m.  per  kilo.  Indian  sandalwood  is  firm  at 
76m.  per  kilo.  Ceylon  cinnamon  is  firm  at  27m.  to  28m.  per  kilo. 
Russian  anise  quotes  13m.  to  13£m.  per  kilo.,  and  star-anise 
13jm.  to  13$m.  per  kilo. 

American  Drug  Market. 

2Vew  York,  April  10. 

Business  has  been  rather  more  active,  and  there  has  been  an 
improved  demand  for  round  lots.  The  jobbing  trade  is  of  a  satis- 
factory character,  and  the  undertone  of  the  market  is  steady. 

Opium  is  advancing,  in  sympathy  with  conditions  abroad.  Sales 
have  been  rather  more  numerous  in  consequence,  but  the  market 
is  dull.    Holders  ask  §3.25  to  §3.30,  and  are  not  anxious  to  sell. 

Quinine. — All  brands  continue  to  be  quoted  at  31c.  for  bulk. 
Considerable  sales  are  reported  at  this  figure,  but  manufacturers 
will  not  make  contracts  for  large  amounts.  The  tendency  is 
upward,  and  the  tone  of  the  market  strong. 

Cod-liver  Oil  is  firm,  in  sympathy  with  producing  centres. 
Quotations  have  advanced  to  $25,  and  up  to  §28  is  quoted  for 
leading  brands.  Considerable  quantities  have  changed  hands 
at  prices  from  §23  up,  and  holders  are  firm  in  their  ideas. 

Aconite-root  is  easier,  and  packages  can  be  obtained  at  13c. 
to  15c. 

Buciiu-leaves  are  lower,  in  sympathy  with  the  London  markets 
Prices  declined  last  week  to  2Cc.  for  ordinary  "  short,"  but  holders 
are  firmer  now,  and  want  2<!c 

Ipecac.  (Bio)  declined  to  §2.80,  but  in  view  of  advices  from 
London  a  firmer  tendency  has  developed. 


Camphor  has  advanced  l^c.  per  lb.,  and  domestic  refiners 
quote  55^0.  in  barrels,  and  56c.  in  cases.  Japanese  has  advanced 
to  57ic.    The  market  is  still  tending  upward. 

Coca-leaves. — Recent  arrivals  have  been  all  taken  up,  and 
values  are  firm  at  23c.  for  Truxillo,  and  32c.  for  Huanuco. 

Citric  Acid. — Domestic  makers  have  reduced  prices  3c.  per  lb., 
and  offer  at  38c.  The  decline  is  said  to  be  due  to  competition 
with  foreign  brands. 

Cannabis  Indica  is  in  light  supply,  and  advices  from  London 
have  resulted  in  an  advance  to  2Cc. 

Carnauba  Wax  continues  in  good  demand,  and  prices  are  firm 
at  the  recent  advance.  Prime  quality  is  held  at  23c.  to  26c,  and 
inferior  grades  are  obtainable  at  from  18ic.  to  21c. 

Citron  ell  a  Oil  is  easier,  and  obtainable  in  drums  at  22c. 

Cascara  Sagrada  has  sold  for  export  at  5c,  and  values  are 
steady  at  5c.  to  7c,  according  to  quality  and  age. 

Ergot. — The  demand  has  fallen  off,  and  offers  from  abroad  have 
resulted  in  a  decline  to  48c.  for  German.  Spanish  has  fallen  to 
7Cc  to  9Cc,  according  to  quality. 

Cocaine  is  stronger,  and  manufacturers  will  only  sell  in 
limited  quantities  at  present  prices.  Bulk  lots  are  quoted  at  $4.50 
to  §4.70,  and  higher  figures  are  shortly  expected. 

Ipecacuanha  (Rio)  is  firmer,  in  sympathy  with  foreign  markets, 
and  holders  ask  §2.90  to  §3,  according  to  quality. 

Jalap  is  easier,  and  fine  quality  root  is  obtainable  at  lOic. 

Serpentaria  Rhizome  is  easier  owing  to  poor  demand,  and 
quotations  have  declined  to  37c. 

Pareira  Brava  is  higher  owing  to  scarcity.  Quotations  have 
advanced  to  12c.  in  quantity.    For  small  parcels  15c.  is  asked. 

Spermaceti  is  firm  at  30c.  for  bulk.  Supplies  on  the  spot  are 
light. 

Morphine  has  declined  10c.  per  oz.,  and  makers  offer  at  $2  in 
bulk. 

Japanese  Market. 

Yokohama,  March  22. 

Our  drug-market  is  still  quiet,  and  there  are  few  changes  since 
my  last  report.  In  export  articles  menthol  crystals  has  again 
declined,  owing  to  continued  slackness  of  business,  and  the 
market  is  very  quiet,  with  sellers  at  5.30  yen  per  catty.  The 
exports  from  Yokohama  during  January  amounted  to  only  900 
catties.  Peppermint  oil  is  also  dull,  at  unchanged  rates.  About 
5,600  catties  were  exported  from  Yokohama  and  Kobe  in  January. 
Ginger  is  in  very  short  supply,  and  there  is  practically  no  stock 
in  this  market.  In  producing- provinces  it  is  very  firm,  and 
holders  quote  10.60  to  10.70  yen  per  picul,  which  is  equal  to 
11.40  to  11.50  yen  here;  buyers  bid  11  yen,  and  it  is  very 
difficult  to  do  business.  Exports  during  January  were  2,000 
piculs,  most  of  which  went  to  Bombay,  and  the  remainder  to 
U.S.A.  and  Australia.  Galls  are  steady,  at  26.50  yen  per  picul  for 
common,  while  for  selec  ted  quality  28.50  yen  is  quoted.  Some 
200  piculs  were  exported  to  Hamburg,  and  1,100  piculs  to  Hong- 
Kong  during  January  from  both  ports.  Camphor  is  very  firmly 
held,  with  further  higher  tendency,  and  95  to  97  yen  per  picul  is 
quoted  for  crude.  Refined  1-oz.  tablets  are  95  yen  per  100  lbs. 
Camphor  oil  is  quoted  35  yen  per  picul.  About  2,000  piculs 
of  crude  camphor  were  shipped  to  New  York  in  January. 
Iodine  preparations  have  considerably  advanced  on  account  of 
brisk.demand  at  home  and  from  abroad  :  the  present  quotations  are 
4.40  yen  per  lb.  for  potassium  iodide,  5.80  yen  per  lb.  for  iodoform, 
5.20  yen  per  lb.  for  resublimed  iodine,  and  4.33  yen  for  crude. 
In  import  articles  carbolic  acid  has  greatly  advanced,  owing  to 
speculative  buyings,  and  the  British  phenol  proclamation.  A  good 
many  transactions  were  made  at  50  to  53  sen,  and  the  market 
closes  firm  at  53  sen  in  1-cwt.  tins  100-tin  lots.  Acetanilide  is  life- 
less, at  48  sen  per  lb.  in  wholesale  lots  ;  the  stock  is  estimated  at 
15,000  lbs.  Alcohol  is  steady  at  25  sen  per  lb.  in  tins,  while  in 
barrels  23£  to  24  sen  is  quoted.  Cocaine  muriate  has  somewhat 
recovered,  and  there  are  no  cheap  sellers,  small  transactions  being 
made  at  8.10  yen  per  oz.  Bismuth  subnitrate  is  very  dull,  and, 
notwithstanding  firm  reports  from  Europe,  to-day's  quotation  is 
2.62  yen  per  lb.  Stock  is  estimated  at  not  less  than  20,000  lbs. 
Extract  of  ergot  is  advancing  daily,  and  holders  quote  9  25  yen 
per  lb.  Quinine  is  steady  at  69  sen  per  oz.  in  100-oz.  tins  for  su'.- 
phate,  and  98  sen  is  wanted  for  hydrochloride.  Citric  acid  is  firm 
at  80  sen  per  lb.  in  10-cwt.  lots,  while  for  tartaric  acid,  60  sen  per 
lb.  is  quoted.  Caustic  soda  has  considerably  advanced,  and,  at 
the  rate  of  8.30  yen  per  picul,  very  good  business  has  been  trans- 
acted, owing  to  smallness  of  stock.  Alkali  is  held  at  4.60  yen  per 
picul  for  Crescent  brand  58  '.  Bichromate  of  potash  is  quoted  l8£ 
sen  per  lb.  for  ton  lots.  Soda  bicarbonate,  Brunner's,  has  declined  to 
4.10  yen  per  cwt.,  and  for  American  3.90  yen  per  cwt.  is  quoted 
generally. 

Cablegrams. 

New  York,  April  19,  3.11  p.m.  Fair  business  is  being 
done  on  this  market.  Opium  is  quiet  at  #3.20.  Domestic 
quinine  is  strongly  held  at  31c.  per  oz.  Senega-root  is 
firmer,  the  price  npw  being  45c.  per  lb.  Ergot  is  weak  at 
46c.  per  lb.,  but  coca-leaves  are  in  active  demand  at  22c. 
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per  lb.  Aloes  is  easier  by  4c.  per  lb.,  beeswax  is  strong  at 
29c.  per  lb.,  and  cocaine  has  advanced  25c.  per  oz. 

Hamburg,  April  19,  1.8  p.m.  :— Kenned  camphor  in 
second  hands  is  firmer  at  450m.  per  100  kilos.  Cainanba 
wax  is  advancing,  and  cumin-seed  is  firmly  held  at  65m.  per 
100  kilos. 

Bergen,  April  19,  11.30  A.M.:— The  cod-fishing  at 
Finmarken  shows  poor  results  so  far,  chiefly  on  account  of 
the  stormy  weather.  The  catch  is  reckoned  at  19,889.000 
fish,  as  against  21,950,000  at  the  corresponding  period  of 
last  year.  This  is  expected  to  yield  20,528  barrels  of  oil,  as 
against  25,698  barrels  last  year.  The  market  is  firm,  the 
latest  price  being  83s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen. 


London  Markets. 

Acid,  Boracic. — In  fair  request,  at  26*.  per  cwt.  for 
crystals  and  2.9.  more  for  powder. 

Acid,  Carbolic. — Cheaper  since  our  last  quotation,  39° 
to  40°-crystals  now  being  9\d.  per  lb.  Crude,  however, 
maintains  its  value  at  2*.  <\d.  to  2s.  6d.  per  gal.  for  60  per 
cent. 

Acid,  Citric. — The  official  quotation  is  Is.  4^.  per  lb.  in 
ton-lots,  and  in  second-hand  that  is  the  price  for  forward, 
Is.  3\d.  being  the  spot-price.  It  is  decidedly  firmer  to-day, 
especially  forwards. 

Acid,  Salicylic. — In  good  demand  at  the  convention- 
rates,  salicylates  also  are  selling  well. 

Acid,  Tartaric. — English  crystals,  Is.  0|-</.  to  Is.  1//.  ; 
foreign,  is. 

Asafetida. — The  stock  on  the  market  at  present  is 
chiefly  of  common  quality  and  very  little  business  is  being 
transacted.  There  is,  however,  a  good  inquiry,  especially 
from  America.  We  expect  that  no  further  business  of  im- 
portance will  be  done  until  the  next  sales  on  April  26,  when 
the  new  arrivals  referred  to  in  our  report  of  April  7  will  be 
offered.  There  are  over  160  packages,  and  the  better  quali- 
ties amongst  them  are  likely  to  meet  with  a  ready  sale,  as 
fine  qualities  are  wanted.  This  week  60  boxes  of  fair  heavy 
have  sold  at  60s.  to  65s. 

Benzols  are  flat,  pure  being  9d.  per  gal.,  50  per  cent. 
8|rt!.,  and  90  per  cent.  6±d. 

Borax. — Quiet,  at  17s.  per  cwt.  for  crystals. 

Calumba. — The  supplies  are  getting  scarce  on  this  side, 
the  better  grades  especially  being  in  small  compass.  For 
g'ood  medium  sorts  30s.  per  cwt  is  now  wanted  ;  ordinary  is 
26s.  to  27s. 

Camphor  (Crude). — Reports  from  Hong  Kong,  dated 
March  16,  show  that  important  purchases  of  foreign  firms 
have  resulted  in  a  rise  in  prices.  A  few  small  lots  are  offered 
at  ,592,  whilst  large  holders  are  keeping  out  of  the  market. 
There  were  sales  of  3,938  cases  during  the  preceding  fort- 
night, leaving  an  unsold  stock  in  hand  of  about  1,000  cases. 
Up  to  the  date  mentioned  5,048  boxes  have  been  shipped  for 
the  continent  since  January  1  this  year,  as  against  3,194 
cases  in  1899.  The  London  market  is  firm,  and  we  are  told 
that  185*.,  c.i.f.,  has  been  refused.  There  are  practically  no 
sellers. 

Cannabis  Indica. — Following  upon  the  rumour  which 
was  mentioned  in  our  last  report  regarding  an  export  duty 
on  this  drug  imposed  by  the  Indian  Government  (said  to  be 
2s.  per  lb.),  an  order  for  100  bales  for  American  account  was 
refused  by  one  broker  whose  price  is  Is.  6d.  per  lb.  This 
caused  some  excitement.  There  is  known  to  be  a  large 
stock  here  in  second  hands,  much  of  it  having  been  bought 
at  the  low  figure  of  3d.  per  lb.,  and  the  holders  are  antici- 
pating a  good  thing.  There  are  several  hundred  bales  of 
the  drug  now  on  the  way  to  England  (stated  to  be  a  spec, 
by  "  one  in  the  know  "). 

A  representative  of  this  journal  who  called  at  the  India  Office 
to-day  in  regard  to  the  matter  was  informed  that  nothing  whatever 
about  it  is  known  to  them,  and  theyj  consider  it  most  [unlikely 
that  such  a  tax  should  be  introduced  so  soon  after  the  Budget, 
which  is  already  two  months  old  and  contains  no  reference  to  this 
drug.  It  ia  significant  that  the  officials  in  the  India  Office 
faroured  the  view  that  the  rumour  is  a  canard  got  up  for  specu- 
lation purposes.    This,  it  may  be  noted,  was  the  first  thought  of 


independent  persons  who  know  all  about  Indian  financial  affairs 
and  nothing  about  the  drug  markets,  and  it  coincides  with  the 
views  of  those  who  know  much  about  "  gua/.a,"  and  how  heavily 
one  speculator  has  been  going  in  for  the  drug  lately,  and  from 
whom  the  rumour  as  to  the  export  duty  appears  to  have 
originated. 

Cascara  Sagrada  is  rather  sick.  A  parcel  has  been 
sold  in  Liverpool  at  25s.  per  cwt.  Here  there  are  offers  of 
new  at  23s.,  c.i.f. 

CASCARILLA. — There  is  a  scarcity  of  large  quill  on  the 
New  York  market,  although  8  bales  arrived  last  week.  Small 
quill  is  plentiful. 

Cinchona. — At  the  auction  to  be  held  at  Amsterdam  on 
May  3  the  offerings  will  consist  of  3,768  bales  and  cases 
Ledgeriana,  Officinalis,  and  Hybrid  bark,  and  667  cases  and 
1,377  bales  Succirnbra,  showing  an  equivalent  in  weight  as 
follows:— Ledgeriana,  319,398  Amst.  lbs. ;  Succirnbra,  129.072 
Amst.  lbs. ;  Hybrid,  47,947  Amst.  lbs. ;  and  Officinalis,  1,900 
Amst.  lbs.  There  have  since  been  added  827  bales,  216  cases 
=  91,268  kilos.,  so  that  the  total  amount  is  now  5,905  bales 
46  krajangs,  904  cases,  total.  589,585  kilos.  Java  cinchona-bark. 
The  stock  in  first  hands  at  Amsterdam  on  April  11  consisted 
of  2,038  packages  Government  bark  and  7,762  in  private 
hands,  which  includes  the  quantity  to  be  put  up  at  auction 
on  May  3.  We  understand  that  very  little  business  has  been 
done  here  since  the  last  sales.  There  is,  however,  a  better 
demand  from  the  continent.    Stocks  are  low. 

Cocaine. — The  quotation  for  crude  in  our  Hamburg  letter 
appears  to  have  been  a  la/pms  pennae,  as  400m.  per  kilo,  is  the 
official  quotation.  It  is  commonly  reported  that  several 
hundred  kilos,  of  crude  alkaloid  are  floating  about,  neverthe- 
less the  holders  are  firm  in  their  views,  and  refiners  also  are 
the  15.  &  S.  quotation  being  16,v.  9d.  per  oz. 

Cocoa- butter. — The  auction  to  be  held  in  Amsterdam  on 
May  1  will  consist  of  60  tons  ven  Houten,  7J  tonsHelm,  and 
4  tons  De  Jong. 

Copper  Sulphate. — Still  easier,  from  24/.  5.t.  to  24/.  10x. 
being  the  current  quotations  on  this  market. 

Cream  of  Tartar. — The  market  is  rather  better,  but  the 
article  is  scarce  on  the  other  side.  The  present  price  is 
16.*.  9d.,  f.o.b.,  Bordeaux. 

Dragon's  Blood  is  extremely  scarce,  and  we  understand 
that  practically  all  of  good  quality  on  the  London  market  is 
exhausted.    19/.  to  21/.  is  wanted  for  the  best. 

Gentian. — A  fair  business  is  passing  in  clean  root  at 
16v.  3d.  per  cwt. 

Glycerin. — The  present  price  for  English  1-260  double- 
distilled  is  56s.  per  cwt.  upwards  according  to  package  and 
maker. 

Golden-seal. — In  New  York  this  drug  continues  in  good 
request  at  2s.  4jf/.,  c.i.f. 

Gum  Myrrh  continues  very  scarce.  A  small  lot  of  dark 
sorts  has  been  sold  at  60s.,  and  brighter  but  dusty  sorts  are 
held  for  75s.  per  cwt. 

Gum  Tragacanth. — There  has  been  little  business  done 
!  during  the  past  fortnight  as  the  holders  are  asking  about  5s. 
I  per  cwt  more  than  the  quotations  given  in  ours  of  April  7. 

For  firsts  14/.  to  15/.  per  cwt.  was  wanted  and  13/.  to  14/.  10,s. 

for  seconds. 

Hellebore. — Powdered  white  hellebore  (foreign  grinding) 
'  is  offered  at  22s.  6d.  per  cwt. 

Henbane. — The  English  crop  is  looking  so  bad  that  it 
1  may  now  be  put  down  as  a  failure — worse,  if  anything,  than 
last  year's. 

Iodine. — In  a  Valparaiso  report  dated  March  10  it  is  stated 
that  the  nitrate  market  there  was  then  firm  and  advancing. 
Owing  to  the  fact  that  producers  had  big  ideas  in  regard  to 
the  future  of  the  article,  and  buyers  were  inclined  to  meet 
them,  they  had  retired  from  the  market  and  the  prices  were 
dull.  Our  correspondents  are  of  opinion  that  the  new  com- 
bination is  not  likely  to  be  successful,  at  least  upon  the  old 
basis. 

Ipecacuanha. — Rio  firm  at  lis.  6d.  per  lb.  Cartagena  is 
7s.  Qd.  to  8s.  according  to  holder,  but  the  bulk  of  the  stuff 
is  limited  at  8s. 
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Manna. — The  crop  is  now  on,  but  no  reliable  reports  are 
yet  available,  and  old  rates  still  rule — viz.,  2«.  9(7.  per  lb., 
f.o.b  ,  for  original  boxes. 

Oil,  Castor. — Unchanged.  Hull  make  is  quoted  33/.  5*. 
per  ton  for  pure  medicinal  in  barrels,  and  3^|<7.  per  lb.  in 
tins. 

On.,  Cod  Liver. — The  market  still  holds  the  easy  position 
noted  in  our  last  but  with  entire  absence  of  transactions. 
Our  Bergen  correspondent  cabled  last  week,  too  late  for 
press,  as  follows  : — At  Finmarken  the  fishing  prospects  are 
good,  though  not  quite  up  to  last  year.  The  catch  up  to  the 
present  is  "18,099,000  fish,  as  against  21,532,000  in  1899; 
this  is  the  equivalent  of  18,267  barrels  of  oil.  Last  year  at 
the  same  time  the  yield  was  21,150  barrels.  The  demand 
is  decreasing,  and  the  market  is  slowed  ;  85s.  per  barrel 
being  asked  for  refined  oil,  f.o.b.  Bergen. 

BERGEN,  April  14. — From  Finmarken  there  is  very  promising 
news  about  the  fisheries.  The  cod-liver  oil  market  is,  therefore, 
weakening,  and  Lofoten  non-congealing  oil  is  quoted  at  85s.,  f.o.b., 
without  buyers.  The  exports  to  date  are  2,354  barrels,  against 
2.962  barrels  at  the  same  time  last  year. 

Oil,  Linseed. — Firmer  at  27.*.  3d.  in  barrels.  Forward  is 
not  so  firm. 

Oil,  Turpentine. — Since  our  last  report  a  different  com- 
plexion has  been  imparted  to  this  article,  owing  to  a  collapse 
in  the  American  market.  Buyers  have  withdrawn  for  the 
moment,  and  the  spot  price  for  American  is  39*.  9(7.  per  cvvt. 

Opium. — The  market  is  extremely  quiet.  Since  our  last 
report  a  few  further  transactions  have  taken  place  in 
Persian  at  full  values  ;  for  druggists'  and  other  sorts  there  is 
absolutely  no  business  to  report.  Good  qualities  are 
difficult  to  get,  and  the  prospects  of  higher  prices  in  the 
near  future  are  improving,  as  stocks  are  in  limited  compass 
both  here  and  in  Turkey. 

Smyrna,  April  6,  1900. — The  sales  this  week  amount  to  32 
cases  of  choice  selected  druggists'  opium  at  9s.  Id.  to  9s.  4(7.  per 
lb.,  f.o.b.  The  prices  to-day  are  :  — Current  talequale,  8s.  lOrf.  to 
8s.  11(7. ;  Karalhssar  talequale,  9s.  to  9s.  Id.  ;  Yerli  talequale,  9s. 
to  9s.  2(7. ;  selected  talequale  for  manufacturing,  9s.  to  9s.  2d.,  all 
f.o.b.  Since  March  31  it  has  been  generally  estimated  that  our 
crop  of  opium  this  year  will  yield  about  6,000  cases  all  told,  pro- 
vided that  nothing  happens  to  injure  the  plants  until  the 
harvesting  is  over.  Our  small  stocks  will  be  all  more  or  less  con- 
sumed by  the  time  new  opium  is  available  for  shipment,  therefore 
it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that,  from  next  July  to  July  1901,  we 
shall  have  only  about  6,000  cases  to  serve  the  demand  for  Turkey 
opium  during  that  time.  As  this  is  hardly  sufficient  for  the 
world's  consumption  for  one  year,  the  prices  9s.  to  9s.  6(7.  are  con- 
sidered cheap,  and  were  anything  to  happen  to  decrease  the  yield 
the  prices  are  sure  to  be  a  dvanced.  Our  interested  strong  holders 
are  only  waiting  for  a  large  demand  from  the  States  in  order  to 
advance  prices,  and  we  strongly  advise  buyers  to  operate  now,  as 
later  on,  when  large  orders  are  on  this  market,  it  will  be  difficult 
to  find  good  material  at  present  prices.  The  arrivals  to  date 
amount  to  2,535  cases,  against  1,296  at  same  period  last  year. 

Smyrna,  April  13. — Owing  to  the  quiet  market  some  weak 
holders  have  sold  new  Talequale  at  2(7.  lower  than  last  week's 
prices.  For  the  other  grades  quotations  practically  remain  the 
same.    The  sales  amount  to  19  baskets. 

Constantinople,  April  12,  19C0. — The  demand  has  kept  up 
all  the  week,  and  the  following  parcels  have  changed  hands: — 20 
cases  Zilles  at  8s.  10(7.,  10  cases  Malatias  at  9s.  2d.,  10  cases 
Koniahs  at  8s.  3(7.,  and  5  cases  druggists'  at  8s.  6(7.,  all  f.o.b. 
Stocks  are  running  down  to  a  very  low  ebb,  the  total  existencies 
here  being  now  under  200  cases.  The  plants  are  progressing 
very  favourably,  and,  putting  aside  unforeseen  possibilities,  a  fair 
yield  can  be  looked  for. 

Phenacetin.— The  circular-letter  from  the  agent  of  an 
American  house  which  we  printed  last  week  is  still  creating 
some  inquiry.  The  agents  are  unable  to  give  any  informa- 
tion as  to  the  source  of  the  phenacetin,  how  much  they  can 
supply,  or  the  price.  We  may  explain  that  the  Bayer 
patents  cover  the  American  supplies,  and  it  is  under  them 
that  the  importation  of  other  phenacetin  into  the  United 
States  is  prohibited.  The  pirice  of  the  drug  there  is  about 
as  much  per  oz.  as  other  makes  than  Bayer's  sell  at  per  lb. 
in  Europe.  Phenacetin  is  not  made  in  the  United  States. 
We  suggest  that  the  principals  of  the  writers  ef  the  letter- 
want  to  buy  phenacetin  rather  than  sell  it. 

Potash,  Yellow  Prussiate. — To-day's  quotation  is  l\d 
per  lb.  in  contract  quantities. 


Quinine. — The  business  in  second-hand  has  been  limited 
owing  to  the  holidays.  On  Tuesday  prices  improved  con- 
siderably on  account  of  the  Java  exports  for  the  first  half  of 
April  being  only  275,000  Amsterdam  lbs.,  against  585,000 
Amsterdam  lbs.  in  the  corresponding  fifteen  days  of  last 
April.  Business  up  till  then  had  been  done  in  B.  &  S.  at 
Is.  2|rf.  spot,  and  on  Tuesday  the  market  opened  at  Is.  2'/7 
on  the  spot,  and  closed  at  Is.  3j(7.  Futures  also  improved  to 
the  same  extent,  June  delivery  rising  to  Is.  3§c7.,  and  August 
to  Is.  3|(Z.  On  Wednesday  there  were  spot  transactions  at 
Is.  3J(/.  and  for  August  Is.  4^(7.  was  wanted,  but  the  market 
closed  decidedly  lower,  and  to-day  recovered  to  Is.  3hd. 
spot,  and  Is.  4(7.  August. 

Salicin  — Scarce  and  dear  at  20s.  to  21s.  per  lb. 

Sarsaparilla. — Advices  from  New  York  report  Honduras 
sarsapaparilla  offering  at  Is.  3(7.  per  lb.,  and  Mexican  at  4|(7., 
both  c.i.f. 

Seeds. — There  is  a  good  business  passing  in  Coriander. 
and  prices  are  maintained,  as  there  is  said  to  be  practically 
no  crop  in  Morocco  this  year.  Cumin  is  firm,  but  demand 
small.  Fenugreek  remains  quiet  at  6s.  6(7.  per  cwt.  Canary 
steady  ;  speculation  is  dormant,  awaiting  news  of  the  growing 
crop  in  Turkey.    Caraways  are  about  Is.  per  cwt.  dearer. 

Senna. — Alexandrian  :  There  is  no  change  in  price,  and 
there  have  been  a  few  retail  sales  at  full  values ;  a  fail- 
quantity  of  the  drug  is  coining  in.  Importers  are  holding 
out  for  top  pi  ices.  For  Tinnevelly  there  are  plenty  of 
inquiries,  but  not  much  business,  owing  to  the  high  prices 
asked  for  anything  of  good  quality. 

Spices. —  No  public  sales  were  held  this  week,  and  privately 
business  has  been  small.  Zanzibar  Cloves  are  slightly  dearer 
with  transactions  at  4~(7.  per  lb.  for  March-May  delivery, 
and  at  4J(7.  for  June-August.  Black  Pepper  is  steady,  with 
more  inquiry,  but  quotations  are  unchanged. 

Spirit,  Methylated,  is  2s.  to  2s.  1(7.  per  gal.  "naked." 

Thymol. — There  are  three  quotations ;  one  maker's  is 
9s.  3(7.  to  9s.  6(7.  per  lb.,  according  to  quantity  and  package  ; 
a  second,  10s.  6d.  to  10s.  9d. ;  and  a  third,' lis.  6(7.  to  12s. 
The  second-hand  sellers  are  disquieted  by  Messrs.  Schiminel's 
circular,  and  in  consequence  there  are  offers  at  8s.  6(7. 
per  lb. 


domino  i£v>cnt0. 

Monday,  April  23. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street, 
Dublin,  at  8.15  p.m.  Mr.  J.  A.  Ray  will  report  on 
"  Chemistry." 

Wednesday,  April  25. 

Public  and  Poor-law  Dispensers'  Association,  St.  Bride's  Insti- 
tute, Ludgate  Circus,  E.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  F.  N.  Clark  on 
"  Photography." 

Eoyal  Photographic  Society,  66  Russell  Square,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m. 
Exhibition  of  Mr.  F.  H.  Evans's  architectural  photographs 
will  be  opened. 

Western  Chemists'  Association  (of  London).  Smoking-concert  at 
the  Westboume  Restaurant,  Craven  Road,  W.,  at  9  P.H. 

Thursday,  April  26. 

Chemists'  Assistants'  Association,  73  Newman  Street,  W.,  at 
9  p.m.    Paper  by  Professor  H.  G.  Greenish. 

Friday,  April  27. 

Boijal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, W.,  at  9  P.M.  Lord  Kelvin  on  "  Nineteenth  Century 
Clouds  over  the  Dynamical  Theory  of  Heat  and  Light." 


Microbes  have  been  Found  in  Ice.— 
We  have  boiled  the  hydrant- water, 

We  have  sterilised  the  milk, 
We  have  strained  the  prowling  microbe 

Through  the  finest  kind  of  silk. 
We  have  bought  and  we  have  borrowed 

Every  patent  health-device, 
And  at  last  the  doctor  tells  us 

That  we've  got  to  boil  the  ice. 


